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ADVERTISEMENT 


l NOTHING leſs than the very great * 
| and extenſrve approbation with which 
the two former volumes hape beeg nee 
could have occafioned a third to be obtruded x. 
en the publics, It is hope that the Sermons — 5 
' which ut contains, will not be 72 intereſts. 
ing, or leſs worthy of patronage, than thoſe 
of the preceding. They are, however, pre- 
ſented to the public, with that diffidence, 
which a real ſenſe of paſt ES never 
fails to inſpire. 
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Win we 3 dA ect M. 65 
fFrail, corrupt, and | diſtreſsful Te 
tate of human nature, when. we. reflect 
on the general lot, and portion of mor- 
tality, to what variety of evils we are 
ſubject, and how many enemies: we have: 
to contend with, how few things there 
are in this life which can impart real and 


ſubſtantial happineſs; and on the other | 
hand, ho many are pregnant with mi- 
ſery and ſorrow ; we are naturally led 


888M. to image that it mut be the bufineſs, | 


. intereſt, and concern of every indi- 


vidual to lighten as much as poſſible the 

general burthen ; that every office of ten- 

derneſs and humanity - to our fellow- 
creatures would of courſe be daily and 
punctually performed” by every one of 
us; well knowing that all the poor aid 
and affiſtance which each particular could 
lend, would ſtill be but little and inſigni- 
ficant preſervatives againſt univerſal ca- 
| lamity, as the moſt that we can do is 


bdut to ſoften that diſtreſs which we can« 


not prevent, and to ſoothe thoſe ſorrows 

which we cannot remove. 0 207 10: 
Amongſt all thoſe" duties, . 
which are inſpired by benevolence, 
taught by natural, or commanted by 
revealed religion, there is not one which 
can lay à ſtronper claim to our obſerv- 
ance than that which is inculeated in 
_— | TX my . 


en . 


my e the doty of viſiting the figk, a1. 8 
ſo ſtrongly and patheticalfy enforced by Ge 
our bleſſec Saviour Himſelf, who not 
only recommended, but conſtantly and 
affiduouſly performed it: on the diſchirge 

of this kind and friendly office he hath 
more thi once affired us, no leſs de- 
pends than our eternal happineſs and 
ſalvation ; ; thoſe who do it ſhall be fer 

on his right hand, and thoſe who neglet 

it, on his left, when he ſhall come in * 
his glory to judge the world, and theſe 
ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſh= 

| ment, but che righteous into lite eternal. 
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Permit me GREET in the following 
Gans, to lay before you a few of 
thoſe arguments which will moſt ſtrong- 
ly recommend to you the ſerious conſi- 
deration of this e and i ert 
duty, 
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Han Init s 160 [by abr wane 
adly, The manifeſt tendency Which 

it hath, to promote our own intereſt and 
happineſs, both here and hereafter. Is 
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"And bat, N I thall take this 

opportuvity to conſider, the benefits and 
advantages, which will accrue to others, | 

Bat the rehef and comfort which we beſtoyr 


on our fellowereatures, n 
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"Whether abe woah the falſe phi. 
loſophy of ſome pernicious writers, who | 
have riſen up of late years to confound 
virtue and vice, and put religion out of 
countenance, or to the natural depra- 
: vity 'of mankind, | heightened and en- 
flamed by bad example, or both toge- 
ther, is hard to determine; but certain 
it 
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idle amuſements, or corrupted by the WA 
follies of the age, that almoſt all the 

ties of nature ate broken through and 9 
contemned, and ſocial love and affection 
baniſhed from the breaſts of mei We 5 
are ſo deepiy enge in ds Jubi 8s 

and impertinoncies of life, that we hase 

no time left for the duties of it; ſo cbt. 
ſtantly employed in viſiting thoſe · who 
neither want nor deſire it, that we to- 55 
tally neglect thoſe who do; we partake, 1 
in ſhort, of every table but the table f 7 
love, and go to every houſe but the houſe 

of mourning ; men are but too well ac- 

quainted with the pleaſures, the vices, 

and faults, of their neighbours, and are 

only ſtrangers. to their ſorrows and mit- 
fortune. . Ame 
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but tends alſa, in a great meaſure, ta 

- make the burthen beayier and more in - 

tolerable ; the more habituated we are 1 
to pleaſure, the mare impat; ant thall 
we be under the diſcipline of pain or 
ſickneſs; and the greater the change is, 
the more intenſe muſt be our ſenſation 
of it, Row unhappy then muſt thoſe 
bo who fall from the ſummit of health 
and plenty into the melancholy ſtate of 
ſickneſs or adverſity, and who at the 
ſame time that they are depreſſed are 
generallydeſertedalſo! for thouſands W. 
are glad to partake of the joys and hap- 
pineſs of dthers, will refuſe to bear a 
18 un FO ye: (2M 


The good wad virtuous alone are ca 
pally OW rare. 2M Gola 
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- Obſethe'itie cole) vide arte SBM: | 
between the gay and diflolute connec — 
tions which ſpring from cafual ſcenes of 
mirth, luxury, and intemperance; mark 

how foon the knot is looſed, and 0 
quickly the union is diſſolved . 
fpringerh'up in the morning, and in fe 
evening is cut down, dried up, and 
withered; the ſame change which pro- 
duced, frequently deſtroys and puts an 
end to it; as the holy Pfalmift beauti · 
fully expreſſeth it, I ir lite the "graſs 
which groweth on the houſe-top, eber ewe 
Mor ne 6g 


nn — 
„AS - 439147 * N 
hilft on the other band, 12 


No eee eee 
thoſe produced by fympathy and com- 

_ paſſion: forrow hath-an attractive qua- 
lity, which inſenſibly [draws ' together 
__ minds of the tender and humane; 
TRE” B4 | me | 
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* to her aid, the union which, theꝝ form 


11 ee e knit 
vs werden, eit Bie re im 
a bas 500!" -i 100 Sadr ner wot 
.: The duty of viſiting the ſick, chere. 
fore, is always attended, with this de- 
ſirable conſequence, that it confers, obli- 
gations which never can be cancelled, 
and beſtows benefits that never are, fore 
gotten, cements friendſhips already made, 
and oreates new SI are laſting and 
permanent. ne WA, BD eee ebe 
SA. VOIR % avs at WWU ee oY 
The duty notwithſtanding nom before 
us is too often neglected as uſeleſs and 
unneceſſary : a crowd, ſays the unfedling 
man, at ſuch times, is diſagreeable, and 
company ſuperfluous 3 converſe then js 
loathing, and cheerfulneſs impertinent; 
but this is ſurely rather the weak excuſe 


of abi . or the gold ſugr 
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beſtian of unffeling phi — rng 
not the wiſe man aſſured us, that even >, 
the moxing of the lips can aſſuags grief 
Experience muſt convince us, that in 

the bitterneſs of pain and ſickneſs u 

balm. is ſo efficacious as the balm of ten- 
derneſs, no draught ſo invigorating as 

the cordial of friendſhip. The: health 

of the patient may depend as] much on 
the hand that adminiſters, as on the 
and I appeal to the hearts of all who . 
have languiſhed under any of thoſe cruel 
diſtempers our weak frames are liable 
to, if ever the ſight of thoſe: they valud 
and eſteemed was ſo pleaſing to their 
eyes, or the voice of thoſe: they loved ſo 
grateful to their ears, as'when they came 

in that melancholy hoo te viſtt and 
relieve them. 9093 647 aa3 146 Mags 10 | 
08 abt * . 13330 4a . vÞ 5 21051 
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= ſuppoſe it poſlible (dreadful as the ſup- 


ige But ſecondly, Though we might even 


- poſition is) to lay afide our humanity; 
and utterly to forget and neglect" our 
duty towards our neighbour, let us at 
leaſt conſider what T propoſed to point 
out to you as a moſt powerful induce- 
ment to the practice of this virtue, 
namely, the manifeſt tendency which it 
hath eo promote our own intereſt, wel- 
TIN A he esd here and here- 
OR pu i hee ads ao 170 16 1 
n S117 3 55 SRL od ara | 
And the firſt great benefit and advan- 
tage refulting” from this humane and 
_ Charitable employment is, that it may 
in 2 great meaſure ſerve to wean our 
affections from the things of this world; 

to humaniſe aud ſoften. our diſpoſitionig 
diſpoſe our thoughts towards ſuch ab- 
jects as might otherwiſe ſeldom enter 
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dec, into 
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bouring under ſome {ore Giſeaſes,” and 
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des an A eee bew eng 
ſcenes of gaiety and diffipation,” and fix — 
them on that heaven where, and where 


only, true Joys are to be found. 
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Experienee doth ſufflcientl chaine 
us that there is no ſchool like the ſhook 
of affli&tion; that ſickneſs is the belt or 
maſters, and no inſtructors ſo well qua- 


liked to teach morality, 8e pain Atid 


am ee 35577” 0 k n Nef 
ine birch 3645 Fan ank | 


26 aa 
= chambers of riot and de- 


bauchery for a bed of fekheſs; convey 
him from the palaces of joy to the fe 
gions of ſorrow” and aflietion; let ith 
look upon his 'diſconſolate*brother, Ie 


lamenting perhaps the guilty cauſe of all 
his ſufferings: and then let him return, 


ie wet es Gi was br hunt and go 
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$83 on the fatal purſuit of his dnfonctins 
* pleaſures... H bus w,, 20025099) | 

Sister B cd ö tl 18 worms 
To this, ſcene. let us ſend the man of 

vaunted learning and knowledge, who 8 

down with, contempt on the ignorant 

EEE 
W ee than det lan- 

guiſhing in a ſtate of weakneſs and in- 
ſenſibility. Behold that mind which 
Mag one ſo rich deptived- of all its trea- 

All, its, Knowledge waniſhed away. Bid 
the ſcholar turm over this ioſtructie 
page; bid him lock over this moral trea- 
we neee eee 
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Go to this ſchool, e _ 

thy 1 ray art fn, with ambition, or 
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enflamed by avarice ; aſf|the- fick man, mY 
where are the riches that can purchaſe A 


_ eaſe; or where is the power that can con- 
quer pain ? Then turn into thy e 
boſom, and aſk thyſelf, whether the 
things thou art ſo warmly in as 
are qo rb and aſſiduity? whether 
ilt- be ſure of happineſs if thou haſt 
Pac gan neceſſity be miſerable 
if thou haſt them not? And above all, re- 
member to aſk thyſelf this important 
queſtion, whether ſuch poor and tranſi- 
tory bliſs as they can afford, ſhould be 
puchted: at the dear e _ 


nocence and virtue 2217 Amöet tm Nu 
195W3 gi ele t, 4d . 5:03:16 22 
But et 


nin ariſing from the practice of this 
| duty, is that inward complacency and 
ſatisfaction of our on minds, -which-it | 
never fails to produce. e. 
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erf. The joy» which — fenfual 
mnt gratifications is momentary and tranſient, 


_ confined within/the narrow limits of a 
ſhore fruition; whilſt the performance 
of this, and of every other ſocial virtue, 
carries with it a pleaſing refleQion that 


it recurs, creates freſh pleaſure and added 


ſatis faction: to a mind therefore rightly 


habitation than the gorgeous tents of 


ungodlineſs : 2 the kind and benevoleut 


a bed of ſickneſs, as on the couch of lux · 
ur y and intemperance; in the cup of 
affliction there 1s always ſomething ſweet 
thrown in by the hand of Providence; 
and the very tears of Virtue can admi- 
niſter more true and folid ſatisfaction, 
than Vice and Folly have it in heir 
TG G 71 Bk 


Com- 
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repoſe themſelves with as much euſe 


. the Sib. 2 


leave an wntaſineſs on the mind of every 

honeſt and conſcientious man, tilt he has 
faithfully diſcharged it. But when it i 
paid as it ought to be, that ſelf-applauſe 
and ſecret ſatisfaction which ariſeth my 
it un make 8 n 
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„ae added er Ned un —_—_ 
gion are not of themſelves (and too often 
ir happens that they are not) ſufficient 
to perſuade us to the practioe of this 
duty, that ſelf-love and ſelf. intereſt 
which reign in every breaſt, will moſt 
powerfully e us to the execution 
of it. rn 
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be tear which we refuſe to ſhed over 
the miſeries of others, God, and -God 


| Compaſſion, we muſt acknowledge, erh 
: e n all owe er fellow 
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— bowifaon we cody qurebes | 
| > Band in. mood 8 an un 
e every human happi- 
neſs, and change the cheerful ſoene of 
Joy and comfort into a melancholy ſtate 

of miſery and deſpair i dn one day, nay 
in one hour, the luſtre of the eye ſhall 


ſhall wither, and the voice of mirth and N 
gladneſs ſhall. be ſuppreſſed. If there- 


fore we do not yiſit and, compaſſionate 


thoſe, who, are in ſiekneſs and. ſorrow, 


When weg ourſelves are overtaken; by 
them, who ſhall pity or compaſſionate 


us? Then ſnall we call to mind perhaps 
the afflictions of Joſeph, and ſay as his 
brethren did, when they came into 


trouble: We are very guilty concerning aur 


brother, in that aue ſaw the anguiſh of his 


hear, therefore is this. diſtreſs come upon us, 1 


How 
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as an averſion ſoever the, gay OY 


have to all that carries with it the ap- 
pearance af grave or melancholy, it may 
natwithſtanding with truth be aflerted, 
that he who is a ſtranger to ſorrow, is 4 
ſtranger alſo to the beſt emationy, the 
nobleſt feelings which the human heart 


ig er eee ee Ae We 
TY Thee 6; we. with 8 in 
ſome perſons. a remarkable tenderneſs of 
brave and reſolute neyer experience 4 
diſpoſition which however we may ſome - 
times ridicule and deſpiſe, is What in 
the end will moſt intimatelyrunite and 
endear them to us. Thoſe qualities 
Which in the wantonneſs ef health and 
proſperity are apt to raiſe, our laughter 
and n, in the hour of ſickneſs or 


6215 . adver- 8 


and unthinking part of mankind may . 


SERM. adverſity; mull mee 1 1 deen _ 7 
. The truth indeed is, the 


value of this blefling, Rke chat of every | 
other, is found only by its abſence ; and 
we ſeldom know the true value-'of hu- 
eee ber ern till we come to 
feel che want of them. 
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If we are kind, tender, and affec- 


the trying hours of ſickneſs and adver- 


fity, we ſhall not only meet in return 
with their pity and attendance on us, 
when we fall into the like calamity,” but 
we ſhall alſo find a better and more pow- 


ill and ſupport us. Ovr bleſſed Saviour 
hath himſelf affured us, that in as much 
as we ſhew this tenderneſs and humanity 
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. JEths naked whom we have SBRM. gs 
elothed ſhould not remember the benefit —— 


beſtowed, he will himſelf diſcharge the 
debt; and repay us for them. If the 
fiek whom we have viſited, when re- 
ſtored to health, ungratefully forget the 
friendly viſitor, he will not forget, but 
will come himſelf to return the obliga- 
tion; the Lord himſelf will make our 

bed in ſickneſs; he will enable us with 
courage to bear with ſtrength, perhaps to 
conquer, the diſeaſe, when we have 
ſtruggled through ſorrow, pain, ſickneſs 
and adverſity. He will lead us to a 
blefſed habitation, where there ſhall be 
no pain or adverſity, no diſeaſes to afflict 
the body, no ſorrow to depreſs the mind, 
where joys untainted and incorruptible 
ſhall meet, where health unimpaired and 
uninterrupted ſhall it nally and everlaſt- | 
ingly reward us. 
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 SERM. To those glorious and eternal manſions 
—— of celeſtial happineſs, after all our fick- 
we 0 neſs, pain, and ſorrow. here, may the 
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God of peace, health, and joy, conduct 
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us all, through the-merits and mediation 
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HESE, words of our r bleſſed erg 

© viour are a ſevere rebuke on two —— | 
of his diſciples. James and John, che 
ſons of Zebedee, came unto him, ſaying, 
Magfer, aue zvauld that - thou ſoouldeft. de 
fo. us whatſoever we ſhall defire ; and he 
+ ſaid unto them, what would. ye that I 
ſhould do for gun? and. they ſaid unto 
him, grant ue us that: we may fit one at 
thy right hand, and the other - a thy left 
Band, in thy glory. Not content, 
ſeems, with the humble hopes of future 
nels args; fin. 
0 3 NEG 8 hoy 
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* they were for aſpirin to the highelt : ng . 
<= moſt exalted Ration, to be placed on Ach 


ſſide the throne of glory, and next in 
honour and digmity to their great Re- 
deemer; a requeſt which he, no doubt, 
thought highly unreaſonable. And, ac- _ a 
cordingly, lays St. Mark, he (id e 
them, ye know not xwhat ye aft ; by which 
| he gave them to underſtand, that he 
IN thought. their demands exorbitant; ; ; Sat 
5 the kingdom of heaven wis not a thing 
to be acquired with ſo much eaſe, or ſo 
> | readily to be granted, as their vanity and | 
ſelf-conceit ſeemed to flatter them; nay, 
. that it Was not even his to give, but that 
God the” Father would: prepare it for 
them, and them only, whoſe ſuperior 


merits ſhould entitle them to a 3 
tion © nl it. » 4 Yrs 28 W 
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* nd id were at that | 
dine addreſſed ſolely to James and John, 
P24 þ-4 they 


9 


+2 17 


02 Prayer. 85 


they * utmoſt pro+ * 
Wl . a0 aum n e 
NR. jo. all man! ad d cen 
ture, on all che exorbitant defires, extrar | 
Yagant wiſhes; and idle prayers, W. which men 
from time 10 time pour ut before, the 
Diving Being. 
n e ib e SUSE SHE. 
wt As prayer, theref efore,. has always been 
e PP: the indiſpenſable duty of 


every. Chriſtian, it may not be improper 
in this place to endeavour to remove any 


errors which may have crept into the 


practice of ſo important and ſolemn an 
office of our religion, and to lead men 
ing mie, method in e 
Wolters 3 bun Waren Taro ah na 3 
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As man is a 228 too infullcieat.of ; 
| himſelf to ſupply, his own wants, Jo, is 
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| be for. the moſt e YER 
2& NE 1 know 
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SERM. know 1— WY 
— attainment of thoſe things which PEE Te" 


uſeleſs and inſignificant ;"to0 indolent and 
remiſs in the ſearch of that on which his 


happineſs does more immediately depend. 


As a ſervant, therefore, it is is Gury'ts 


intreat his Maſter's favour and protecs 


tion ; as a creature, it is his intereſt to 
addreſs his Creator. And herein the na- 
ture of thoſe gifts which we require at 


the hands of God is carefiilly to be con- 
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We mt be extremely cautious of re. 


— for if ee 


relleck on the divine mercy, and on our 


Al reg, ee. beg, 
mivch as we deſire, Fi Hap 
Op . | as 


as wereally-ſtand in noed of, and = of AK 
us infinitely more than” even the beſt 


can deſerve. We ſhould never, there- 
fore, apply to God for any thing which 
we have wt, without firſt thankin 

for what we have: Of the ten eripples 
mentioned by the. apoſtle, nine proved, 
whilſt the tenth praiſed God; and him, 
ware Wd) de 0 mum 
miiod tz alt ont att DD 
In e to —— thankſpiv. 
ing, which, though it is to be feared; 
ate not, yet ought always to be inſepa- 
rable, it may de affitmed, that not to 
acknowledge the enjoyments and privt: 
leges we have reecived, and hold ef 
God, is in effect to deny that we receive 
them from him; and not to apply to 
him for what we ſtand in need of, is to 


a merci on e ee or k. 
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On Prayer. 


ern. Were our-ſenſe/ of favours received 


— equal to our wants, our prayers perhaps 
would be fewer, and our thankſgivings 
in much greater number; but pover- 


w an. conſined to the few. 
voy A ICY bo AG nd off Kiter 


When men remove from thi buſy 
ſcene of life, from the noiſe and buſtle 
of the world, to retire into themſelves, 
te, conſult their own breaſts, and ade 
greſs themſelyes in prayer to the Su- 
preme Being; When they, kneel before 
their Maker, ſhould not the bought of 
his preſence, ollie open h. 

tor, ſtrike an awe upon the mind ſuf» 

ficient to baniſh every wicked, and every 
idle thought, and fit our tempers and 


diſpoſitions for ſo. ſolemn an oon ? 
But ĩt is even then, perhaps, when the 


91 350 6 ſecret 
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all mankind, whilſt gratitude and gen 


0 Hrg. 29 
Tecret deſires of men, which. had been . 
long brooding in leis minds begin.to ww 
ſhew and form themſelves into prayer; 
it is even then too often that they are 
moſt unguarded and extravagant, and 
offend God the moſt, even in the _ 


Ie et him bc grind, 
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es 0 0. great a6 of devbtieu 
there are ſeveral ways by which we may 
offend God, and . prejt 1dic e ourſelves+ ; 
ſeveral Oy - whoſe effects duly 
chat becauſe we aſk Gon we receive 
not. We may aſk for What we do not 
ö want, for what we do not deſerve, for 
What may be hurtful to ourſelves, 'or | 
pernicious to. others. df: 366 e 


o 
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e it aſkerhs 8 e 
ſays the great Bacon, to demand a 
W not impertinent, ſo it requireth 


ſome . 


N 
| 
| 
: 
: 
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SERV. ſome ſenſe to make a with not abſurd.” 
mes is what is Gd of wiſhes, whith urs 


—— —_—_ to prayer it- 


ſelf. De en e uit _—— 
Wi | a bl 0 RMH. 
Give! us all ws unaſked, and 
avert from us every evil one, though we 
beg for it, was a celebrated prayer of 
the ancients 3 and in reality, to aſk for 
what we do not want, to point out every 
particular bleſſing we would bave be- 
ſtowed on us, is an affront to that power 
to whom we offer up our prayers; we 
deny one of his attributes whilſt we ap- 
ply to him for the exertion of another; 
for what is it in effect but doubting his 
omniſcience, not to ſuppoſe he is as well 
or much better acquainted with our 


neceſſities than ourſelves? 
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* - 0 k 
| 1 BY 3 
„ - 7 7 * 2 


«+ #@ 


On Proer. 'M 


2 - could more/efu@ty-SERM. 
| a wading wo 


in all probability render us more per- 
_ Fey; miſerable, than the facceſs of all 
our vows, the completion of all our 
fooliſh and unreaſonable deſires; and it 
is hard to determine whether the good- 
-neſs and mercy of the Almighty is moſt 
viſible in beſtowing on us that which 


we do not Sa W 0 or eee 
we b. 
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+» But b vanity of human de- 
ſires, and the extravagancy of inconfi- 
derate prayers, may appear the more evi- 
dent to us, let us take a curſory view 
dries the aer A ce 19 5 
KRiches and power are, it muſt be 
allowed, the favourite, the darling bleſ- | 
ſings moſt generally in the mouths, as 


& 4.4 vt 


yell as in the hearts of the greateſt part 
$, | of 
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. SEAM. Aenne dc bg de God can 


N determine; Who but he can poſſibiy 


foreknow v hether: thoſe riches will make - 
us happy or that powet {truly great? 
Nay, upon dehberationgcare, they not 
much more likely to make us miſera- 
| ble? Qur paſſions, like the appetites of 
hw are generally bent and fixed 
o that. which will be moſt perdicious to 
wa The covetous man implotes God 
by increaſing his revenues, to add. fu 


to his avarice, and the prodigal wearies 
heaven with, prayers,” to, grant, him an. 
opportunity of ſhortening his guilty days, 
and ſinking under the weight of fin and 
| miſery. Tino 23 „ 66 287 (27 of ID; 
V is $54 
When 1 life 1s PI full of real. ere 
able ills, is it not ſtrange that men 
ſhould, with ſo much warmth and ea- 
gerneſs, beg for miſery, and ſue for 
ruin and deſtrudion ; 5 that they ſhould 
9 thus 
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thus fruſtrats their own 3 Gy 


them 
Aenne ee 
Bot things ar apt to dazzle at" dif 
| tance,” or to deceive us when nigh, 
through 4 falſe "glaſs, which, when, 
brought cloſe and examined, loſe their 
form, and become à dead maſs withour 
colour or 9 810 


| rey Or OUTS! UTE TUNG 

i ale be bat kind of wat- 
deting fire,” that leads us aſtray into the 
paths of vice and folly; and power given 
to the weak, or to the wicked, is but 
as a ſword in the hands of a madman, 
which for a while throws terror and de- 

ſtruction round about, and then is point- 
932 it. 
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td if we turn our eyes towards 
the candidates for gloty and 1 8 | 
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r among the great, hat poor And unſa⸗ 
— tisfactory pleaſures, hat mean an tri- 


: 4 70 


kling rewards does ambition beſtow upon 
ber votaries ! Care encircles her crowns, | 
and terror haunts her palaces 3 her-feaſts 
are poiſoned with fear, and her triumph 
checked by conſcience, aud we ery out 
with the wiſe map, ſurely this 1s vanily of 
vile. ee 571470552 bir 030? 


16 * 
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But ſv iy ſay AD there are per- 
fections, there are ſome real and ſolid 


pre - eminences in human nature, Which 


cannot but be the, reaſonable object of 
our wiſhes, the commendable and pro- 
per ſubject of our prayers ; children, 
health, long life, reputation, and xnœõůõàp 
ledge, bid fair for this chatacter. But 
even. theſe, I fear, without proper re- 
_ frictions, will upon a cloſer inſpection, 
and ftript of the gaudy dreſs our, fancies 
are pleaſed to adv on a tens; appear 
4 b 


* ; 


by no means ſo deſirable as we were at un 


N or rd 253001 off} Was 
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* Children and the bun of the wombd 
| are bleſſing : they are like the arrows in 
the hand: of the. giant,, ſays the Pſalmiſt; 


happy is be that hath. bis quiver full of 
tbem ; but alas! what bitter waters have 


flowed even from this fountain of ide» 
light! What if duty and affection change 
to peryerſeneſs and diſobedience ; what 
if theſe arrows turn, againſt our on 
breaſts ? Then where is the father's an: 
vied happineſs; Where are all his dreams 
of promiſed pleaſure, when thoſe who 
ſhould ſupport his age, and bring ho- 
nour to his name, diſgrace his family, 
wound his fair reputation, and MINA his 
grey. hairs i N. forrow to the WU — 


"hg are not Health Wy" Jong life to 
be deſired ? are t theſe alſo among the 
5 2 _ things 


van u. things we ſhould not aſk ? are they not 
— che ſource of every pleaſure, and pro- 
ductive of every happineſs ? - Health, 
though the offspring of exerciſe and fo- 
| briety, may become the mother of floh 
and intemperance; it may indeed aid 5 
and ſtrengthen virtue, but it may likes | 
wiſe heighten and enflame our paſſions, 
and lead us into the paths of vice. And 
8 the other hand, if it ſhall pleaſe God 
, min his mercy to chaſtiſe * to lend his 
4 gracious hand to ſtop us in our career of 
folly and wickedneſs, ſickneſs may be 


the greateſt blefling he can beſtow upon 
| us. Experience convinces us, that men 


are much more likely to mend by feel- 
ing what they are, than by being told 
what they ought to be. When the king 
of terrors, therefore, is approaching” to- 
wards us, ſickneſs is ſent to prepare the 
way before him, to ſubdue our paſſions, 


to dean our affections from the world, 
© 5 . to 


. 
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to gire us ink for reflection and ag 


pentanee, that we may not drop into —. 


cterhity with all our imperfeRions' on 
| our heads, but ſlide into the grave with . 
| 2 more eaſy and inſenfible motion, and == F 
4 calmly reſign our lle into the wo wes 
We that give it. AN AR nr 


. 5 % 
6 p 4 » F< 1 EF £ {IX oy 
FAY of 1 £4 464 TH 32, & 4 OWE SAL 
« V 


The love of life ſttelf is indeed fo 
\ ſtrictly united to our nature, ſo interwoven 
as it were with our very frame and con- 


ſtitution, that the deſire of prolonging 5 
it is, we muſt own, by no means to be 
wondered at ; and yet the folly of man- 
kind is not perhaps 1 in any thing more 
conſpicuous 1 in their extreme tena- 2 
cĩouſneſs of it. Length of days may be 

for from a bleſſing to the beſt of us: "the. 

beauty of the circle doth' not conſiſt fa 

much'in the fize, as in the completeneſs 

of it and the ſmalleſt parts of nature 8 

ſhew as much enn themſelves, 125 

89 D 3 and ; 


N A 

$ SERM. and as much perfection in the Maker, ag = 
in this, as in all our actions, we ſhew 
our own weakneſs and inconſiſtency. We 
pray for age, and when it comes, com- 
plain of its attendants, its melancholy _ 
train of woes and miſery ; years 'bring 
ſorrow and heavineſs, the weight of 


them is e burthen of "IE is 
bee 9158175 ni KEE 


95 $20.5 N $57 % VF N - 
* one thing then remains to be con- 


ſidered, which the. wiſe and witty of the 

world will be loth to give up as an im- 

NE: proper object of our prayers, and that 
hy knowledge. To excel the reſt of 
mankind i in. that which diſtinguiſhes us 
from brutes, is ſurely of all things the 
moſt deſirable; and if our gratitude 
ſhould riſe in proportion to the benefit 

received, what, infinite praiſe and thankf-, 

giving is * gel * thoſe. whole 

| parts 


Pha 


ze F 
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is e melancholy truth, that God is not 
more careful to make our greateſt miſ- 

fortunes, conduciye do, our; happineſs, 

than we are to change his bleſſings into 


a 8 ' o 1 — . A, : * * 1 - 
curſes, l. [+ 18 27 9 Lilie 
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Such is the lot of our nature, that we 
are forced to be upon our guard even 
againſt the perfections of it, Thoſe whom 


pattatsapd; underſtanding. Have, placed SB Me 
them abhoxe the common. Jeyel !. But it >» 


we falſely term the wiſeſt, are not alas 
the beſt of men ; the little knowledge we 


have to boaſt of, makes us vain and inſo- 
lent ; the fair fruits of learning and ſci- 
ence are eat up and deſtroyed by the 
cankers of pride and arrogance. Men 
too frequently make uſe of their reaſon 


ds vilify and degrade the Author of it, 


and brandiſh the weapons of truth, re- 
e, nd winnen She: eanſa.of vice, 


„% ce, Pe 
TY What has been faid may, 1 ilk; 
* convince any impartial man, that in dur 


prayers for particulai blefſings, which for 
the reaſons above enumerated are per- 


haps better laid aſide, we cannot be too 


cautious in uſing proper reſtrictions, leſt 
we offend God and prejudice ourſelves; - | 


If then we pray for knowledge; let it 
be for the only true and valuable one, 
the knowledge of our own little ſelves, our 
weakneſſes, our vices, and bur ignorance, | 
that we may know how little can be 

A known, and that God will teach us 5 

| know 1 and our duty to him. 


#%. "1.46 
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If we pray unto Rim for Sl let us 
at the ſame time make it our earneſt re- 
queſt that thoſe riches may | render us 

humane, charitable; and beneſicent to 
our fellow - creatures; that if he gives us 
. it may be che e, of doing 


oe 


en and wn life, nen 
mee A x 
and to enjoy it 3 that that health may 


inſpire us with vijgdur and activity 1 the 


execution of his commandments; and 
man our days, our virtues may 


inereaſe, our paſſions ſubſide, our fol- 
lies wear away, and bur ſouls become 


day by day fitter for that bleſt habita- 


tion; to the enjoyment of which they 


were at firſt created, and towards which 
they are ſo nearly ü ee | 
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Bees the errors, and amo _ 


ay may ſerve. to recommend to us the 
great uſefulneſs, beauty, and neceſſity, 


of an eſtabliſhed, form of prayer, to keep 
the folly and extravagance of men's de- 
freq: within due bounds, and put a ſtop. . 


Th 
beser ir he henerv Gown upon us ke mT : 
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SBRM. to all abſurd, frivolous, and wicked 
— prayers : in aur private devotions, theres 


Fore; if we do nat. make uſe.of the words 
of our own, excellent! liturgy, let us at 
leaſt endeayour to retain the ſubject mat- 
ter of it and here I muſt obſerye, that 
ig teality, after all our acts of public 
and private deyotion, God will look upon 
a good life as the moſt effectual prayer that 


we can make to him: i is n n.. 


ſays our Saviour, that faith unto me, Lori 
Lord, fhall enter imm the bingubm of heaven; 
but: be that A Wt 1 
| tar wha Or ow wal 
With the great Searcher of n 
chere is more true, more perſuaſive! elo- | 
quenee in one noble and diſintereſtedl act 
of goodnefs and beneficetive, tha all 
the pomp of words . Rome and 
spe could ever produce. e. 
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The Lord. who, ſeeth in ſectet, will su 
reward us openly he is our ſhepherd, www 

| therefore, ſhall We lack nothing; we | 
have in heaven a kind Maſter, - and an 
indulgent Father, the great Creator 5 
Preſerver of us all ;./to,whors our int 
reſts are much dearer, as well ee 
r better known than to ourſelves. 2 

lle n fu in $6) to buad 

"This thought muſt. adminiſter , the 

greateſt : and moſt ſolid ſatisfaction 0 2 

right mind i in every ſtation and circum- 

tance of life; it is this alone which can 
ſupport us under ſorrow, want, pain, 


or any other adyerſity; the blaſt of public 


cenſure, and all the malice of an ill- 
natured, deſigning world: this will ſoften 
the rigour of flavery, give; a.charm to 
health, and keep up our ſpirits under 
 fickneſs and anguiſh, in the hour of 
death, and in che day of judgment, This 
will bring a man peace at the laſt, that 
+ Peace 


On Prayer. 
SERM, — neicherithe world}. nor the 
| — importunate prayers of it, which none 
in ſhort, but euer and eee 
1 n Rout” 4 
bun 11% 1) 3. E. "ry Bin 
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On him then let us caſt our care, for 
he careth for us; let us not pretend to 
guide the Moſt High, or to direct the 
hand of the Almighty, but in all hu- 
mility ſubmit ourſelves to his divine 
will, and only aſk of him that which 
he in his wiſdom ſhall think moſt p proper 
and moſt convenient for us : He who 
knoweth our neceſſities before we aſk, 

and our ignorance i in aſking, will have 
compaſſion on our infirmities; F and thoſe 
things which for our unworthineſs we 
dare not, and for our blindneſs we can- 
not aſk; this, with all that we e can want, 
be will vouchfafe to give us, for the 
worthineſs e of bie Son Jefus Chriſt our 
Lord. ' 93694 Num & Rand Bur 
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SOLOMON having Seach to man- SERM. i? 
kind by fad example the vanity of W 
human learning, that in much wiſdom 
there is much grief, and that he who in- 
creaſeth knowledge increaſeth ſorrow, is 
inclined totry ſome other means of happi- 
neſs; he is reſolyed therefore to "Rp | 
the ſcene, toquit the perplexing labyrinths 
of ſcience, the rough and thorny roads 
which he had trodden fo unſucceſsfully,” 
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*' 1 and to turn 15451 into the inviting paths 
— of luxury and pleaſure : in conſequence ; 


5 ſuppoſe, to every folly, and plunged in- 


of this new determination we behold bim fp 
| ſearching induſtriouſly after every object 
that could amuſe-or divert him. 


T fought in my heart, ſays he, io give myſelf 
unto wine: I made me great works : I builded © 
me houſes, I Planted me vineyards, Ter ne 
nen- fingers and women iger v, and all the 
delights of the ſons of men: he laid him- I 
ſelf open, in ſhort, we may naturally 


to every vice which his power gave him 
the opportunity to commit, or his in- 
clination prompted him to enjoy; and 
what after all Was the reſult of this con- 
duct, and the effect of this reſolution ?, 
Loſt and bewildered in ſearch of pleas, 
ſures which he. could. not taſte, and 
wearied in the purſuit of happineſs 


which he could not obtain; 3 he finds, after 
all 


concludes with the juſt but melancholy 5 


ſally admired and fo zealouſly adored; 


with the name of vanity; declared not 


noble an authority, and ſome deference 3 
to lo illuſtrious an example ? will it not a 


pregnant with every Fi hs _ 


all his ads. 1 that he iss RR. 


miſerably deceived, and. deluded,.. and - — 
de, ok this 45 was vanity. 


Bebeld wo = ahead: idol jo 
kind, this beloved goddeſs, fo. univer- 


branded, by the wiſeſt of the ſons of men, 


only incapable of procuring happineſs, 
but productive alſo of every eros and E 


Wl it not then, my den wa _— 
ly become us to pay ſome regard to ſo 4 


become us, on this occaſion, ſeriouſly to 
confider what i it was that could induce " 
judge ſo impartial to paſs ſo ſevere a ſen- . - * __ 
tence, and fo ſolemnly. & declare, that | | {1 
Vor. II. . IE all 
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sun t. all human pleaſure was tiodhing bet . 


WO end and agen fk y 


The judgment naked hi did 
moſt probably ariſe from a candid in- 
quiry into, and a thorough conviftion of 
the eee, {4 3 e my 


- Firſt, The inſufficiency of all human 
pleaſures to ene the end fe ood by 

Secondly,” The dangerous and deſtruc- 
tive conſequences e ny Rtcndant on 
them; : and | | 


"Thirdly, Their ban, e and 
tranſitory nature. 


And firſt, W with regard to 

the inſufficiency of all human pleaſures 
to anſwer the end propoſed by them. 
| | * 7 | 373 - The | 


Tue temple of plenſure is a kind of sR. 
enchanted palace the proſpeR at a dif- == 
tance never fails to invite the eye and to 
allure the ſenſes: it ſeems adorned with 
all the beauties of nature, and all the 

improvements of art; with every thing, 
in ſhort, that can ſoothe the ſoul, or flat- 

ter the imagination of man but as we 
approach nearer to it, the flowers around 
it begin on a ſudden to loſe their ſweets, 
and the earth irs verdure; the pillars of 

this ſuperb edifice fink as it were imper= 
veptibly from our fight; | the ornaments 
decay, and the whole LOOP fabric 
een! into ruin. , 8 
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e. * ſays Solo- 


mn by labour. Then I looked on all the works 

tba my bands had wrought, and on the la- 
dana I had laboured to do, and behold all 
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made the ſame reflection that he did, and 


— 


a A vanity and vexatign of ſpirits. and there 
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Bog oy himſets, as ha tells 80 unto 


vine, and what was the [conſequence ? 


The poiſon of guilt dropped into, his cup 


of intemperance and embittered the de- 


lightful draught ; inſtead of that ſocial 


| relaxation which he had ſought, he was 


inſenſibly betrayed into riot and debauch 
ery, and the end of all his mirth was 
heavineſs. He .byilded himſelf houſes 
and planted vineyards, and What was 
the effect? the work once perfected, the 
joy was at an end. The ſight grew 
diſagreeable by repetition, and the plea- 
ſure palled by fatiety ; and what Solomon 
experienced hath ſince been verified 


: and illuſtrated by all mankind ; every 


builder of houſes, and every planter of 
vineyards ſince his time, has probably 


to 
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| Sanne ok time, will make the ſame, SERM. 

that it is nothing but vanity and vexation" * 
Dini. "But beſides what has here been 
Advanced, it may be added, on this oc- 
in their nature unſatisfaRory ; there is 
always a void left in the heart, which 
cannot be filled up by any attainable 


good whatſoever, a ſomething: ſtill;de- 
ſired and ſtill unenjoyed; ſome tree of 
life in the garden which is untaſted; pre- 


veuts the enjoyment of every thing elſe, 
The bed, as the ſcnpture expreſſeth it, 
in ſhorter than that à man can firetch himſelf 
thereon, and the covering narrower than that 
he can wrap himfelf withal. ' The" feaſt of | 


| life, as Solomon uo doubt experienced, 
even with all the dainties that nature can 


ſtow true and ſolid pleaſure, its ehoiceſt 
delicacies} ate cloying, and we riſe from 
it ratlier tired than ſatiefied. 
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1 o Van. 
LY But if the weakneſs and wiethelebey 1 
. of all human pleaſures will not turm us 
aſide from the conſtant purſuit of them, 
let us endeavour to rouſe up our lethar- 
gie reaſon, and alarm our felf-loye, by 
a view of wha T eee bar to 
confider— E 
| The dangerous and deſtructive conſe» 
quences. which bong Fe utieaidant 
erer -n LS, een 
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| ik v we. ada ſe oval to our bs 
tites and paſſions ; if we could fax unto 
them, thus far ſhall ye go and no fur- 
ther; we might then perhaps enjoy our 
pleaſures without guilt, and reflect on 
them without vexation; but When we 
are wandered i into the delightful labyrinth 
of ertor, we. are-loſt in the agreeable 
maze of folly, and every ſtep we take 
but jnvolves.us in more danger, and leaves 
us 


| 
q F 7 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; 


eee L SEAM: 

—— aui 3 

inſenfibly on our hearts, 9 
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paths of fin and 
forrow. 
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then can only be pur- 
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SSR. that grand ſpecific, » is but Anbid 6g 
— 2 which numbs the diſtempered ſoul 


Nothing indeed can adminiſter true and 
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- guilt and folly ; but even thoſe which 
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into a ſhort. ſlumber, and then awakens 
it to/horror-and, to madneſs; to remove 
the cauſe is far beyond the powers of 
medicines ſo weak and inſignificant. 


ſolid ſatisfaction to g mind that 1s ſtained 


with fin and blotted with corruption. 
The deſpiſer of God's laws, che con- 


temner of his word, the avowed diſſolute 
mann, . cannot eee | 
DAPPYs 2 De 00k 
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1 But, to inereaſe our ſorrows and en- 
hance our misfortune, it will become us 
to recollect, that not only that pleaſure 
which _—_ * an . in en- 


have the ſanction of reaſon to authorize, 


and the ſeal of innocence to protect them: 


even 


| db 5 
onntchoſectfoigrei chaſtifed by avis OY 
and embittered by diſappointment.” How Re M 
oſten do our own truth and ſincerity 
make us dupes to the artifice and diſ- 
fimulation'of others I and how-often/do | 
we enter into the ſtricteſt friendſhips; 
the tendereſt connections with ſuch as 
miſerably.doceine amd Dey s hn It; i 
indeed the hard lot of mankind, that 
though the commiſſion of evil is gene - 
rally attended with pain and ſorrow, 
the avoidance of it is by no means der⸗ 
tain to bring forth immediate joy or 
pleaſure. Vice doth for the moſt part 
make_us-raiſcrable, but it is ngt always 
in the power eyen of Virtue itſelf to 
Og . Yona 
Bus, ehindly and 1401 lat: us wma | 
ber That all the pleaſures of human life 
are ſhorty fleeting; and tranſitory. 
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— ſolid happineſs which it is not in their 
power to beſtow, they would ſcarce be 
worthy our acceptance, becauſe the pain 
of quitting would more than compenſate 
"mY ſatisfaction. FRO LIN % 
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1 WO Ea ahi almoſt any 
thing will ſerve to amuſe and divert, 
pleafure may trick herſelf fot 2 time in 
borrowed charms, and allure the weak 
and thoughtleſa; but as we advance in 
the courſe, ſhe generally loſes. her dazs 
zling "A Mw "FOE her e 
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2 may indeed vith propriety 
be compared to a bird of paſſage, which 
viſits us for a little time in the ſpring of 
life ; but when our winter approaches, 
is glad to leave the joyleſs deſart, and 


Wan- 


| Os . 8 9 
wander ih in frareh ob dthir fig 9 
be oc rome ny ee 
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1 Ih we not 4 4140 anne one 
day ſmiling-/ in) the boſom of plenty = 
and praſperity, ſunk down and oppreſſed 
the next by ſome unexpected ſtroke, and 
weeping in bitterneſs andanguiſh? Wealth 

in a moment changed to penury, 9 9 7 1 
0 rm ns and yo: to . 


mee, Jed ik axthe prophet 
art given 10 plegſure, that ſayeſt in thine 
heart, I am, and none elſe befides me ; © I ſhall 
not fit as @ widow, neither ſhall I know the 
hifi of children ;; but*theſs ting things hall 
came unto thee in 4 moment. In ans day the 
We Am , 
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* o 
* 4 * 


o - : = = 
- 5 : : \ 
1 «> 1 þ k f 
* 
* * 
* * 


6% on, l. 
Are we doomed to toil through the 


voeariſome pilgrimage of this life, with- 


' out the leaſt remiſſion from our Cares, or 
the leaſt refreſhment on our journey ! : 
without one medicine to ſoften the diſ- 
eaſe, or one cordial to ſweeten the 
_ draught? Hath the hand of nature dif- 
fuſed her ſweets on every ſide, and ſhall 
not man be ſuffered to gather them ? 
Hath the God of nature formed us with 
appetites that are never to be indulged, 
and paſſions which are never to be grati- 
figd ? Is there, in thort, no pleaſure with- 
out ee no enjoyment without ver 
ation * | 
This doubtleſs is an abſtinence which 
the beneficent Author of our being doth 
not require 3 this f is a ſacrifice, which a 
God of mercy cannot be well pleaſed - 
with : doubtleſs there are pleaſures, even 


in this life, which we may enjoy without 
; | | bs 
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divine wrath. 4 Ane i e 
Ar rd ee ie "Wh 
Man and Abe a are * ow 
ſures which have the ſanction of reaſon 

to authorize, and the ſeal of innocence 

to protect them; many are thoſe which 

| connections of human life, Nature, ever | 
liberal and bounteous to thoſe who walk 
within her bounds, pours forth her 
flowers with a laviſh hand; they ſpring 
up on every ſide of us, adorn. and beau- 
tify every ſhort ſeaſon of our exiſtence, | 
and if properly cultivated and improved, 
may be gathered, even in * winter of 


de. ad os, Nr cmi 
There is always left for us ihe exalted 
pleaſure of acting up to the dignity of 
dur nature, and the happineſs which 
ariſeth from the uniform and ſteady prac- 
689. . | | tice _ 
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— which can" never; be Palle dub la 


joys which are never attended by vexa- 
tion; pleaſures which are not pulled by 
———— e 
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| '/iMirthindeet 6 and 
Luxury may glory in her ulluremments; 
but there is no mirth like the cheerful 
ſerenity. of innocence, no luxury equal 
to the luxury of the benevolent heart, 
which overflows with generous ſympathy, 
and pours itſelf forth in acts of thercy 
and beneficence · Virtue Has # thouſatid 
charms which the ſenſualiſt hath never 
experienced, and a thouſand: beauties 


which he hath never contemplated ; why 


then will the thoughtleſs libertine purſue 
the beaten road of folly and intempe- 
rance? why will he diſguft himſelf with 
the N of the ſame taſteleſs plea- 


ſures, 


fares; web e are en be SERM. 
hath never felt to allure, whilſt there 
are ſenſatidns which he has never known 

to invite him ; even ſuch as his eye hath 

not ſeen, nor his ear heard; neither hath 

it entered into his heart to conceive them 


Herne bom 2 ber, tig 9 10 


„Lal, eee, is os 
left for us the ſupreme pleaſure of doing | 
good, of leſſening the calamities and re- a 
moving the wants of our fellowerea- 
n m ro motors Ni itt BN 
ere ase eg e brown Mh 
To conclude :— Satisfied: as we! muſt 
be, that all human pleaſures are ever 
vain, fruitleſs, and unworthy, that they 
are nothing, in ſhort, but vanity and vex - 
ation, let us quit them for ſomething 
more durable and permanent. 


15 God, of his infinite wiſdom and good- 
_ neſs, hath purpoſely made all the enjoy- 


ments 


64 


t, danger · 
—. Ous, in __ a man, 
finding by fatal experience that they 

are all unſatisfactory, might fis his heart 
where only true joys are to be found. 
even on that God who is the ſource f 
true happineſs, and the inexhauſlible 
fountain of pleaſure; that by a ſteady 
perſeverance in the paths of religion and 
virtue, he might render himſelf worthy 
to obtain that reward which is reſerved 
for him in thoſe eternal manſions, where 
uninterrupted: bliſs is diſpenſed by him, 
and pleaſures flow at hir right hand for 
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Fit the boy "thou foalt te bobs, — po 

11. perfect man thou ſhalt be perfect. With 
I the clean thou, ſbalt be clean, and with. 
the froward thou ſhalt learn frowardnes. 


"VONVERBATION: hath h ever juſthybeen SERM. 

of good or evil; hath always had the 

ſtrongeſt influence! on the conduct of 

human life, and the vice or virtue of 
the world hath ever, in a great mea- 
ſure, been owing to it. The regula- 
tion, therefore, of this itapottant point, 
did in all ages demand the utmoſt pru- 
dence, and in none more perhaps than 
in our own. Now, if ever, it is, no 
Wan highly expedient for us to exhort 
F2- 3 
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GERM. al that have any concern for their own. 

j | — ſouls,: to ſhun the way of the inner, | 
and refrain their feet from the path of 
the wicked ; to exhort all that fear the 
Lord to, unite and combine themſelves, 
to defend his honour, check the de 
grels of vice, and promote godlineſs i . = 
this impious generation; in an age 
when we have e ſo far from 
the modeſty, purity, and dignity of 

chriſtian converſation, that the leaſt 

dir of ſeriouſdeſs or gravity. begins to 
look ſingular and unfaſhianable, | ſo that 
wbilſt the wicked publiſh their ſin as 
Sodom, and hide it not, religion ſeems 
as it were to diſtruſt its own cauſe, to 
be aſhamed of its own tenets, and to 
e proofs of its own. nee 


Wi th the 125 ee the Phulmiſt, 3 | 
ſhalt be clean, and with the froward, thou 
* learn foward ;—that is, men are 

gene; 


— . 


generally ſuch as their acquaintance andSBRM; 
familiars' are. As man was r 
formed for ſociety, there is implanted | 
in bur natures, ' a kind of ſympathetic 
quality, a mutual attractive power, 
which inſenſibly draws us into an imi- 
tation of, and correſpondency with, thoſe 
perſons and manners, which we are moſt 
intimately connected with. Even men | 
of tempers and diſpoſitions the moſt op= 
poſite and (contradictory, will, by con- 
ſtant and habitual union, aſſimilate with, | 
and reſemble each other, like thoſe. 
liquors, which, though of contrary qua- 
lities, may fo blend and incorporate, 
as never, or at leaſt without the utmoſt 


difficulty, to be diſunited; whence it 
muſt inevitably happen, that we form 
our ideas of men, and judge of their 


characters, their principles, and con- 


duct, from the manners of thoſe with 
whoo! they moſt frequently aſſociate, 
| 7 F 3 


and 
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— SUM. a0 tis judgment founded on this eri- 

—— teflon is for the moſt part: juſt and 
| m, ſome degree of | confor- 

mity, with regard to'ſentiments/and in- 
clinations, is indeed fo neceſſary to- 
wards the | happineſs of ſocicety, that 
without it, no familiarity can be entered 
into, no r ge geg no eee | 
fidence eſtabliſhed. 
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But, —— which u of this. | 
higheſt conſequence, e be n f 
to conſider the influence which ſociety 
muſt have upon us, either in making 
us wiſe and good, or fooliſh, Hcentioue, 
and abandoned, which will divide itſelf 
into that; which ariſeth firſt from con- 
verſation, and ſecondly, from example. 
And firſt then, what light;' what: 
frengeh, and "oP Pleaſure, might con- 


verſation 


— 71 
vorſation adminiſter to a mind fitiy at e 
Poſod ſor the reception of it! How might . 


— eee AY gc ee 
ann 
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Few — . 


ſer id years, I know of ſcarce any 


thing which has ſuffered ſo much as 
converſation; that reſinement and good 
breeding which we are grown ſo fond of, 
| ledge and wiſdom, and placed the un- 
learned and illiterate; the wiſe and the 
fooliſh, the good and the bad, upon a 
level. In this age the learned man never 
he ſhould be called ill bred ; and the 
. eng and religious man never rebukes 
i the 


2.7 pros and 4 tandem, ll: he 
1 eee eee, bee 5 
in company with men of the beſt ſenſe 

1 and underſtanding, but the common 

hackneyed topics of converſe, the news 

] | or trifles of the day; which afford mei- 

ther pleaſure nor profit; and yet, if a 

1 | decent freedom, and a more ingenuous 

j intercourſe could, in ſpite of faſhion and 
folly, be once more eſtabliſhed amongſt 

3 men, what infinite advantages would 

6 flow from it in ſupport of religion and 
virtue! The lips of the. avjſe, as Solo- 
mon obſerves, diſperſe Knowledge; they 
miniſter grace to | the. hearers, ediſy 
and build us up in our holy faith: when 
God and our great Mediator, when the 
moſt important truths of the goſpel diſ- 
penſation;- are the ſubject of our diſ- 
courſe; when language flows from the 

= 1 when it has all the advantages 

i | | | 1 which 
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which true. friendſhip and know into; en: 
krity can beſtom upon ĩt 3, ſuch diſcourſe = 
cannot fail in the moſt ſenſible manner 
to .affe& our ny: to influence 
27 e i : 0 
12411 fiat ui : | | 
But ee e ok 
from good company, by which I mean 
not. what is generally ſo called, but the 
honeſt, the virtuous, and the ſober, is, 
ſecondly, that power which. it imparts 
by the force anne t 51 wag 4 wil 
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Views never appear A beanifl and 
table it is, that it is repreſented with 
much more life in the practice of a wiſe 
and good. man, than it can be in rules 
and precepts. The notions we form of 
duty from the lives of others, are gene- 
rally more juſt and correct, chan thoſe 
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SEK. tbemſe ee, becauſb ue are dhe | 


— and form - the written rule a little, and 


ſometimes very much in favovr of obr- 
ſelves,” but we never do ſo in favour of 
others; the excellencies and perfections 

of a friend are the ſtrongeſt inciteinents 
to emulation, and the moſt fenfible | 


beauty and lovelinefs there can be in 
virtue, receives a no acceſſion from his 
example; as the eſtecm and affeckion 
we have for him begets in us à value 
for every thing which he approves, and 
an averſion to every thing which he 

eondemns. Add to this, that while wwe 


behold our friends diſcharging the parts | 
of good Chriftians, we ſee in them not 
only what we ought to do, but what we 
may do; whatever is poflible to them, is 
poſſible to us alſo; they are fubject to 
the fame frailties and paſſions; expoſed 
to the fame temptations, and have the 
ſame aſſiſtances as ourſelves, 


Men 


 pt66fs of our own remiſſnoſs whatever 
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en for-the weg part confidering on. 
| themſelves as individuals, ate” toe ape! == 
to imagine that their private manmers : 
and character are of little conſequerticeto | 
ſociety ; the contrary of which is, to the 
laſt degree, ſelf evident. It is aber 
indeed to eoneeive of what infinite benefit 
ah advantage to the community" are the | 
good morals” and converſation of one 
the worſe and more licentious the * 
is in which he lives, the more vie. 
ful may be his example, and bis in- 


5 


ence the more extenſive; if de 1 18 cau- 


tious in his words, chaſte and pure in 


bis diſcourfe, and ordereth his conver- 


ſation aright, he may correct the pro- 
fligate, reform the wicked, and convert | 
| the 8 eee 
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this inſtructive lefſon, and mark ho 
dreadful f 
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76. On the Choice of Compay. | 
SERM.dreadful are the effects of bad pte 
w—— Human nature is ſo prone to evil, that 


it needs yery little temptation or encou- 
ragement to it ; evil principles and prac- 
tices are ſoon propeguteds' and if 1 


* a whom: we e..capvetſe; withy 
will eaſily bear down all the oppoſition, 
which education, reaſon, or even the 
principles of religion itſelf, can raiſe. 


againſt them; Can a man, ſays Solo- 
mon, take fire in his boſom and not be 


burnt ? Sin is the cement of friendſhip. 
between ſinners ; what but polluted ; 


waters therefore can flow from a pol- 


luted fountain? How hard is it, even 


for a good man to preſerve the purity 


and ſobriety of his mind amidſt riots» 
drunkenneſs, and intemperance! and if 
a virtuous man can hardly ſtand on ſuch 
flippery ground, how eaſily are thoſe 

thrown down who are of themſelves too 


prone 
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pom et and 400 fond of * 
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4 a the friands whom we aſſo· 
ciate with, aud the company we keep, are 
of the utmoſt conſequence and impor- 
tance, to us, let us ſee whether ſome 
" n regard to ar. ne . | 

bh EY PE pany into the 
path of the wicked, and go not into the vay 
of evil men, avoid it, paſi not by it, hut, 
yourſelves, ſays the Apoſtle, from every 
brother that walks diſarderly ; if any brother 
be a formcator, or covetous, or an idolater, 
ar a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, 
with ſuch a one do not cat. 
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n ou Company, 
SER. But here it may perhaps be- objected, 
unt in this caſe we may ſoon find out- 


ſelves obliged to renounce the world, 


and bid adieu to ſociety; our ſituation 


will reſemble that which St. Paul men- 


tions: I urote unte you," ſays he, in an 


epifile, not to keep company with fornicators: :- 


yet not altogether "with the fornicators of "this 


_ out of the world. But even if we ſhould 
grant that we muſt keep ill company or 
none, doubtleſs it is far better to ab- 


ſtain from all ſociety, than to be cor- 
rupted with all the vices of it. Retire- 
ment is not, ought not ever to appear 


dreadful to a Chriſtian ; he need not com- 


plain of ſolitude, who can converſe with 
his Maker and his Redeemer; a good man 
may meet God, like Iſaac, in the fields, 


or like Moſes, in the deſart: he may _ 


enjoy communion with him, like David 


3 


| Onto hier of cen. 7 


in his bedehamber, or Joſoph' in the SBRM. 
dungeon. No ſalituds ers de $6 Ms D, 
or ſo horrid as that ſociety which infects 


che heart, or darkens the underſtanding. 


ſo injurious as that converſation which 


No provocation or inſolence can be half 


promotes vice and debauchery,” and be- | 
trays us into a love of this world, and a 


forgetfulneſs of God. There is, it muſt 
be acknowledged, in men of wit, parts, 
and genius, whoſe converſation” is fo 
much ſought after, a tendency towards 
| profaneneſs and debauchery; they are 
too apt to give a looſe to their imagina- 
tions, to let go the reins of judgment, 
and ſport in the regions of fancy, riot, 8 
and licentiouſneſs, Such companions the 
ſober and ſerious Chriſtian cannot too care- 
fully avoid; the path indeed is ſtrewed 
with flowers to all, but the ſhakes of 
| wy and Sally luck beneath them, and | 


88834 vil gender ou way full of Sager aa 
— 2 nnn nz 
+111 be I e e 
wy the true, Chriſtian t in every 
| thing we do or ſay, if the beauty of 
holineſs ſhines forth in our converſe, we 
v% ſhall ſoon ſee, that the good will ſeek 
and love us; if we eſtrange ourſelves 
from the modes and habits of a vicious 
world, their vanities and impertinencies 
will inſenſibly vaniſh from us, and only 
real worth and n vi adhere 
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"But i "ole = baſes and af- 
fairs of this world irrefiſtibly draw us 
into the company a and converſation of 

ä the wicked; all that we can do, and all 


that will ay required of us, is not to 
have any fellow ſhi P or communion with | 
Ys them i in their vices, but as far as we can | 
| ko diſcountenance and reprove them. We 
ſhould 
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ſhould: carefully conſider what 'ought 't6 $ BRA 
be the true end and deſign of Ideiety — 


amongſt Chriſtians. Surely not merely 
to eat and drink together, to laugh and 
trifle away our precious moments. The 
Scripture points out to us much nobler 
purpoſes and defigns of converſation, 
which tells us, that our ſpecch ſhould. 
be ſuch as may adminiſter grace to the 


beearers; that we ſhould build up one 


another in holy faith; comfort and ex- 
hort one another continually; and ſure- 
ly it would be more delightful, as well 
as; more beneficial to us, 16, inſtead of 
cenſures and reflections, news and im- 
pertinence, folly and vanity, our con- 
verſation ſhould now and then take a 
more ſerious turn, and be employed on 
{ome nobler ſubject, more becoming the 
genius and hope of a Chriſtian; if we 
took ſweet counſel together, We 
in the houſe of God as friends. 
Vol. III. We I would 
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r. 1 would not by this be underflood to 
mens that all the common accidents and 


affairs of life, or matters even of amuſing 
and divertive nature, ſhauld bie totall7 
excluded from our diſcourſe, but that 
morality and religion ſhould; be the ge- 
neral and chief tendeney of it, and ſhould 
always fo far preſerve their influence 
over it, as to prevent the intruſion! of 
every thing that * profane, min 

enen Nit cf he 
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15 is hard ae how. a good 
Chriſtian ſhould want either matter or 
opportunity for pious diſcoutſe 3 he muſt 
ſuffer the courſe of God's Providence to 
paſs without obſervation or remark; he 
muſt be a ſtranger to the works of na- 
ture, and utterly unread in the hiſtory 
of human affairs; he muſt be unac- 
quainted with the Book of God; he muſt 
have reflected very little on the tempta- 


don Choice of , 8g/ 
tions of the world, and the defects 22 | 
infirmities of his own nature, who could www. 
want matter for good diſcourſe. The 
| et acts. | 
man of pleaſure, never wants matter; 
it is ſtrange that the Chriſtian alone. = 
— A barren, he W de 
who has every hour matters of the 
higheſt importance on his hands, and 
who may be entertained with more and 
richer pleaſures. than the moſt fortunate 
Epicurean could ever boaſt ; and ſtill 
 lefs, one would imagine, could he rea- 
ſonably complain of the want of oppor- 
tunity, which every day and every hour 
would conſtantly afford him. But alas! 
wee are apt rather to ſhun than to ſeek 
occaſions 3 all ſerious and religious mat- 
| ters have lontz ſince been baniſhed out of 
faſhionable * and diſcourſe, con- 
0 fined 
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But is not this; my brethren; à very 
near'approach to being aſhamed of Chri(- 
tianity? and if it be, how ſhall-weeſcape. > 
that dreadful ſentence which is pro- 
nounced againſt us in holy writ? MS 
ever ſhall ee enen . 
ration; of bim aff hall le S "Mew bs 
ohamed when he conieth in the gh of bis 
Father: "0 ig 1298 12 e ne * — 
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In the penis times of the en Irs 
religious converſation had the moſt ſur- 
priſing efficacy on the minds of men: 

next t6 the aſſiſtanes of the Spirit of 


God, the Chriſtians, in thoſe ages, found 
no greater ſupport under all their trials 
than what they derived from their mu- 

N11 | WY | | tual 
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tual encouragements and erhortstions of SHRM. 


one another. Doubtleſs this ãs a ſpe- — 


cies of public devotion which God would 


gladly crepe from us, and which would 


be as well pleaſing to him as that which 


| we offer up to him in the cloſet or the 
temple. How can we more fully con- 


vince the world of the excellency of e- 


ligion; how can we more effectually 
promote the love of it in others, than 
buy ſhewing them, that it has taken pof- 
ſeſſion of our thoughts, words, ard ac- 
tions ; that it has purified: our conduct, 
and refined our converſation? whereas 
on the other hand, if religion hath no 
part in our diſcourſe, we ſhall ſoon learn 
tc think and act with the ſame liberty 
we talk: that which never enters into 
our mouths will ſcarce ever ſink deep 
into our hearts; and if we always con- 
verſe with men that never think of God, 
* » 'G 3 * Be it 
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BR. it is moſt probable chat vo ſhall live lte 
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, crib reputation, 
health, and happineſs in this world, and 
what is infinitely more valuable, our eter- 

nal ſalvation in that which is to pm, 
depends ſo much on the choice of thoſe 
whom we aflociate with, permit me 


moſt earneſtly to recommend to you the 


ſtricteſt care and caution in this ĩmpor · 
tant particular ; above all it will be in- 
eumubent on us te be upon our guard in 
our earlier intimacies and connections, | 
becauſe the habits and friendſhips of our 
youth will always maintain their i in- 


fluence over gur tiper age; and if we 

ſuffer the ſpring of life to be corrupted 

by looſe and vicious company, we ſhall 

ſcarce ever be fond of ſober and virtuous - 

nn in the autumn and winter of our 
4 1 Pi 
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aral if therefage-4ny: of un uur already SBRM, 


linked with the vicious and profane: if ms 8 


we have already learned uncleanneſi 
from the unclean, and frowardneſs from 
- the froward, let us immediately diſſolve 
tte guilty: bond, and free ourſelyes at 
once from the ſhackles of folly and in- 
temperance; let us no longer hold fel- 
| lowſhip with the deceitful ; let us not 
| | know a wicked perſon ; no worldly ad- 
vantage whatſoever can make us amends 
for incurring the wrath of God; no 
5 temporal pleaſure, if any ſuch we find 
in it, can compenſate for the loſs of 
eternal happineſs, _ Laſtly, let us call 
to mind that, as the prophet Malachi 
fays, The book of remembrance is written; 
that a time will come When we ſhall be 
called to account for every idle word, 
When it will de demanded of us, what 
friendſhips: we have cultivated, what con- 
| yerſation we have been engaged in, whe- 
TG "> Q-4 ther 
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SEAM. ther wwe have been clean with the clean, 
— or with the froward have learned fro» 
wardneſs: little will it then re 
1 5 produce the rich as a as our aſſociates; th 
5 great and mighty of the world as -4 
friends and companions ; at that tri - 
bunal their affluence will no more pal- 
liate our vices, than they can excuſe 
their own 3 little regard will be paid 
to their influence, aud little refpect to 
their authority; by our own words and 
by our own actions we muſt then ſtand 
or fall; as our converſe has been in this 
world, ſo will it be alſo in the next; if 
we have long aflociated with the froward 
and unclean, to the ſociety of ſuch, and 
fuch alone, we ſhall be aſſigned, to la- 
ment with them our folly, and to be 
puniſhed with them for our guilt; 
whilſt on the other hand, if we have 
always attached ourſelves to the ood, 
the virtuous, and the religious, there 
| We 


e 


O the Choice of Company. 889 
we ſhall reap the bleſſed fruits of it, ws 20g 
and be rewarded by our admiſſion to the = 
ſpirits of good men made perfect, re 

| fined from the droſs of ſenſual objects, 
from all frowardneſs and uncleanneſs, 
from every taint of human error. and 
corruption, where we ſhall be pure even 4 | 
as they are pure, and holy as they are | 
— Og 


To this blefſed converſe and exalted / 
ſociety may we all be one day admitted, 
through the merits and mediation of our 
great Saviour and Redeemer ; to whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all honour, | 
might, majeſty, and power, both now 
and ever. 
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of man doth reflect on with greater « Bea 


2 or contem plate with more 
real ſatisfaction, chan the dignity of its i 
own nature, and the delightful, though | 


a er os its own. immortality, 
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'To have our all dope PR in, ſo 
high. A degree by the continuation of our ? 
being, and our ambition by the ene 
tion of 1 it, can not but be the moſt natu- 
| ral object of our wiſhes, the great and | 
ultimate end of all our hopes, and deſires; 3 
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to cheriſh and encourage theſe hopes, and 
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94 90 Future State. 


t. to animate us in the gauſe, of truth and 
"DARE EAL a ſecret conſciouſneſs is implant- 
ed in the breaſt of every man, which 
never fails in his calmer moments to 
ſuggeſt to him; that though” che groſs 
and carthly part of him, his corporeal 
frame, muy be liable to change, decay, 
and diffolution ; there is ſtill within him 
7 more refined portion, which' ſeems, by 
its ſuperior qualities, capable of much 
greater perfection, points out its divine | 
9 2 and 7 to per CN 


The a 180 1 ditei Kae 
of things in this ſtate, the uncertainty 
and imperfection of all human bleſſings, 
the diſtreſſes and calamities, the vanity 
and ſhortneſs of life, are among the moſt 
powerful arguments which have been 
made uſe of ever fince the beginning of this 

world to ſupport the belief of another. 


But 


Oni a" Furare\ State of 
{Bit the-eorvietion of this dhe duden. 
important truth, was too great a conqueſt Guy 
for mere unaſſiſted, unenlightened rea- 
ſon to attain unto: the heathen” World 
therefore could form but poor and idiper- 
fect notions. of it: they had indeed the 
ſtrong and repeated ſuggeſtions of their 
oon minds in its favour; but who co,. 
inform them whether thoſe ſuggeſtions 
were not 1 the dae flatteries 1 
n ERA N 


| The el id debe titten of this 
Divine Being, in regard to a future ſtate, 
could be known by none but himſelf, 
and of conſequence by him, and him 
alone, muſt be declared; and to this end, 
in the fulneſs of time, God of his metey 
thought fit to diſcloſe this great ſecret 
to mankind by the mouth of his beloved 
Son, who deſcended from the boſom of 
e d e ee e <4 
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But at the ſame time, that theibeneſi- 
cent Saviour of mankind conferred this 


illuſtrious privilege on his faithful ſcr- 


vints aud fellowers, be required 
them in return for ſo ĩueſſimable a bene- 
fit, and ſo cotnfortable am aſlurance; an 

implicit obedience to his will, and 4 
ſtrict conformity to his divine command- 
ments: As the religion of Chriſt there- 
fore brings with it à nobler proſpect and 
promiſe” of reward, it hath doubtleſs a 
ſuperior claim to our why note! aud a 
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Pri title to our eſteem." Ko Rs 
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Idea Rnd chai at, ſes of: 
chriſtianity on the firſt! promulgation of 


it, we shall very readily Y acknowledge; : 
that iti regard to the things of this world. 
it was by no means a ſtate to be envied 
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| ende that ĩt was; on the other hand, U 

2 ſtate of miſery, of pain and perſecu- — 
tion: a continued ſcene of uninterrupted 
ſotrow and diſtreis; the unequal combat 


of humility againſt pride, poverty agaioſt 


riches, weakneſs, againſt power: to root 
up the ſtrong prejudices of ee 


pull down and deſtroy the great edifſice 
of paganiſm, whoſe foundations were ſo 
deeply laid, and build a ſtructure on its 
ruins ſo different in every part, was a 
taſk which required, and which there- 
fore was endowed with more than hu- 
man aſſiſtance in the execution of it. 


rather received as a oommon enemy. To 


| the Jews, chriſtianity was a ſtumbling 


block, and to the Gentiles it was fooliſh= 


neſa; the arm of the magiſtrate was 
lifted up, and the voice of people raiſed - 


againſt it: oppreſſed therefore as it was 
Vox. III. BH on 


, N | 10 
| f 1 7 * 
F: ö | 
4 
98 0% 5 Punk Sate. 


$89, on every ſide, by all the ebm kles which 
GP this world could inſſtet; nothing but the 


ſire and certain hope of another, could 
poſſibly have ſupported them under it. 
With great reaſon therefbte ought the 


apoſtle to ſay, in the words of the text, -- 


That if in een IO e. 
GIA e e e Mey 
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4:2 Hl kts eee Wache that the words 
of my text carried with them a proof of 
a future ſtate, which hath not been fuf. 
ficiently infiſted on, or illuſtrated by the 
preachers of chriſtianity : for ſurely if 
the goſpel's diſpeuſation requires more 
ſelf denial, more abſtinence from worldly 
pleaſures, a greater degree of patience, 
long fuffering, and forgiveneſs; if It des 
mands a more conſtaritiexertivh of active 
virtue, and a more ſtrenuous oppoſition 
do every evil, it muſt naturally, purſuant 
ur ide of the vine Juſtice, intitle 
by" lit gem 


On Future State. 


will repay us in the next, and what” it 
denieth ibis hers, will make _ re- 
3 * hereafter. | | 


. 


e 


to obſerve, that though 1 the ground- work 


is the ſame as that of natural religion, 


the colours laid on it are infinitely more 


glowing and beautiful, its circle of du- 
ties more- extenſive, its doctrines more 
refined, and its morality of a more ex- 
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The duties of felf-denial, of humility 
and long ſuffering have been inculcated 


by the wiſe and good in all ages of the 
wotld but if we would ſee them height 


ened, imptoyed, and enforced in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, we muſt have recourſe 
to chriſtianity, _ 


299: 
Fe ; BBK 
all that it takes from us in this life, je wo 


awd takes 4 ir mo PIER 
view of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, cannot fail 
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e Mutual charity and eee was 4 
os virtue, which the ancient philoſophers 


and lawgivers endeavoured. to inſtil into 
the breaſts of men}. but ta take in the 
whole range of nature, to extend. the 
arms of mercy and compaſſion, even to 
thoſe who had injured and oppreſſed us; 
to embrace all with one univerſal and 
godlike magnanimity, was a ſentiment 
bog reſerved to throw - a/ peculiar luſtre on 
that religion which alone could inſpire 
it: it muſt be acknowledged that we are 
not, as the firſt Chriſtians were, perſe- 
cuted and oppreſſed by the civil power; 
but it is equally certain that we are per- 
ſecuted and oppreſſed. 
It is indeed the natural conſequence 
of the precepts. which we are ſworn to 
obey, and the religion we profeſs. bo- 
ſoever ſhall ſmite thee on thy right cheeh,' ſays 
dur Saviour, zurn unto him be left alſo. 
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5 On Hurt Stats, * 2 
. bebe beard ihat in hath bee al, Wee Eu. 


V. 
bal love hy neightiur, and hate thine ene ia 
thies ; Bur T ſay unto you, Tove' your enemies, 
p Bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them that 


hate you; pray for them that defpitefully uſe 


S een 1 * * 


"uy forgive, thetefore, to ſuffer, t to ab- 
ſtain, to be juſt even as God is juſt, aud 
tb be pure ever as he Is pure; to beluni- 
form in our conduct, not to offend even 
in one point, leſt we be deemed guilty 
of all : to be continually ſubject to the 
ridicule of the ſeoffer, the malice of the 
feviler, and all the thouſand indignities 
to which he, ir ſuch a one there be; who 
conforms exactly to the commandments 

of the goſpel, is expoſed; this may well 
(as in holy- writ it often is) be called a ſtate 
of warfare a FF dangerous combat in- 
deed it is, the combat which calls for all 
dur reſolution to eontend with, inſomuch 


H 3 chat, 


SERV, that, added to the natural calamities'and 
 '>— diftrefles of human life, it will ſuffi. 
ciently induce us to cry out With the 
8 e Thet if /is KE ee bow 85 


"4 


From a previous edi Wor chad 85 
| which i is expreſſed in the text, we are 
naturally led t to that which is viſibly i im- 
plied i in it, namely. that the hope of 
_ Chriſtians is not in, 90 life, but in 
ob 10 gi Yar "Thy BOP 3 
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Fefe the manner 900 nun, fays Sr. Paul, 
T-hove foughy with beaſts at Epheſus, ohat 
 advantageth it me, if the dead riſe not; Let 

| hs eat and drink, far t-morrow. We dies 
Doubtleſs, as the apoſtle very plainly 
intimates, if there were no morrow after 
death, the Epicures were a profitable and 
prudent reſolution: if this life were our 


journey's end, Who could blame us for 
| . „ ſitting 


. 


5 8 
0 


_  ofguiltwbich ao human laws can reach, - 


. c Figure 60 1003 
fitting dawn, and/epjoying it!? if this AEDNG * 
world is indeed our home, it becomes us . 
tocheantiſy and adorn it, to render it, by 
every method in our power, without re- 
gard to ſtrict virtue, more comfortable 
and delightful to us. There are ſpecies 


zd chere are actions to be performed 
which no eye, but the eye of Gad, can 
diſcover: from ſuch guilt, and from ſuch 
Sctions, wht thall deter us but an here- 
ted ka aa no WET bers 
wean hans hoſaur of it. Yi fas... 


WL AWN . x A hed | > 


Bot che juſtice of the WB. 
not ſo ordained it; God, we may reſt 
aſſured, will not leave the wicked un - 
rere nor the vixtuous unrewarded, 

ing ba tn at eufſteb. © 
The good and gious Chriſtians n 8 
ſs being the neſt miſerable, is the 


ber 


walt happy of men. I am willing to 8 


el H 4 


I believe, gere the ak WY! 
— have within me an immaterial and 
immortal fboul. 1 am willing 60 ü: 
gine that in anpther ſtate 1 Half again 
ſee my departed friends, who have trod 
with me in the paths of honour and 
virtue; it may be ann error which em- 
brace, but if it be, it is an error which 
eee ene, 
1 5107: tant 
e ſpake wh: WR but doubting 
heathen, whilſt the happier Chriſtian 
with rapture, and with confidence crieth 
out, I tnow that my Redeemer lrveth ; and 
though worms yay ng in my 
mee 


TON Wogan thy 
| The hops of the heathen was like the 
deities he worſhipped, powerleſs, 1 incon- 

ſtant, variable, and imaginary; not to 
be truſted, relied, plans. but 


the hope of the Chrift is likethe God 


7 % 


0 * TY 13 
— Hidiatatley SEEM 
| Ready in his promiſes, and üble tb perl * 
form them; ſubje&t to ne change, im- 
perfecion, or decay 3 but Like the great 
giver of all good, conſtant and powerful, - 
and wir whotn there is no Väriableneſs, 
nor ſhadow of turning: Mm 10-3103» 
ind of 20-4: big rl; ler zb | 
I un the Tefur Felton aut be He Fat 
the Lord, and wwhoſo Fay in me, wp 
mover die. If then we Are mere? happy | 
ran the reſt of mankind, let us be more - 
grateful alfo4* by being thoroughly ſen- 
ſible of our ſuperlor privileges, let us 
met that we deſerve: them; nothing 
oan be more abſurd tlian to acknowledge 
aur firms belief of another life, and yet 

to act as if we had no e ge 
28/089 νι.ιεο t io gn oil eth . 
If then theſe things are ſo, a | 
ner of men ought we to be in all conver- 
lation and godlineſs 5 dureh che hopes 
| of 
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un N. of another and much — 


3 ſhould: teach us to ſet a true value on 


every thing in this. Let us conſider how 


mean, crifling, and inſignificant the litt le 


low concerns of this life are, when 


thrown. into the balance with the. great 


affairs of eternity: the ſmall and ſmogth 
current which glides by us, the gentle 
motions of its waters, and. the beauty of 


its banks, may afford us a calm and tran- 
guil delight; But when we ſit on the 
ſea ſhore, and behold the vaſt and hound- 

leſs ocean before us; whep We contam- 
plate the wonders of the great deep, does 


it not fil our ſouls with's nobler pleaſure, 
end far mare exalted ideas ; Do ue not 
| then look back with contempt on the 


iuconſiderable ſtream, and are even ſur- 
priſed that the ſight of it could give us 
any pleaſure or ſatis faction? Juſt ini the 


ame manner the pious believer when che 


is departing from this narrow ſcene of 


e Ru d 


wer. od Ann 51 100 + 
Pits 4016109 BEGS FRB& 709 a” 


ns wiſhes with, thinker nds 


| diffalved and to be with God, to taſte of 
— pleaſures which it hath not en- 


ing the heart of man to conceive, 
I hath, prepared for che 


1's TEMES. 
@ \& 8 ” 12 ALTY 


It is a very falſe notion, dh ſuppoſe - 


thoſe who are miſerable in this life are 


deſirqus of another; or that only thoſe 


who have no hope here, entertain any of 
hereafter ; for ſurely the happieſt may 
expect ta be much happier, the wiſeſt to 
be more wile, thay in this ſtate they can 
poſſibly be: they may expect gratifica- 


duns much more ſuitable to their nature, 


and far more e boch in value and 
. e atts T% TrAavoy IF "ys 
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TY Lat us not then, Shen the! glorious | 
— pals is opening before us, wilfully 
ſhut our eyes againſt it, confining all our 
views within the narrow circle that ſur- 
rounds us, till by degrees we become 

like wretches ſhipwrecked | on a Prtle 

bank of ſand,” the fea continues gaining 25 
ground upon, and threatening 8 6 to over. 


Nen 


whelm us. 


. 70 adde F we have hope in 
Chriſt, let us act as If we had it; let 1 
not the variety of worldly objects ſo dif- | 
tract our ſight, as utterly to turn our 
eyes away from their nobleſt and moſt 
worthy object; let us weigh and conſt- 
der the value of that treaſure which'God | 
hath reſerved; thank him for that vic- 


tory over death Which he through Chrit 
Hath obtained for us. After fuch firong 
and repeated aſſurances of eternal life 
pen us by the great author and finiſher 
0 


0 Future S. 10 
of our faith; what can we plead in sR 
W for wipe SF 


o glaring and ſelf evident? 


lat Aﬀer all, moſt plain and indiſputable 
n its, chat if w6 ate, not of all men the 
moſt happy, there can be but one reaſon 
why we are not ſo, and that is becauſe 
our ſins will not permit us. But let us, 
I beſeech you, remember that if we 
have no hope of another life, we muſt 
haye the fear of it. How miſerable and 
how dreadful. muſt our ſituation be, 
when that proſpect. of a future ſtate 
which was graciouſly deſigned to be our 
chief comfort and ſupport, ſhall become 
our moſt alarming terror and our bit- 
tereſt affliction ! What will our fituation 
be, when at the laſt and great day, he 
before whoſe judgment ſeat we are 
to appear, even the bleſſed Jeſus ſhall 
25 aſide the meekneſs of a tender 


r Redeemer, 
* . 


— ll hin dende 
ſeſty of an offended Judge! when he 
ſhall ſay to the trembiiug unbelievers, 


„Was it for this ye ungrateful and 
vngenerdus children of diſobedience, that 
1 came unte you? Did my Goſpel! bring 
intmottality to light; | that vou ſhould 
walk ſtill in dafkneſß? O ye of little 
faith | I came unto you and ye regarded 
me not; I. promiſed and ye diſtruſted; l 
threatened and ye defied me t but fine 
neither reaſon could perſuade you to 
hope, nor revelation afſure you of yout | 
everlaſting exiſtence, inſtead of rejoicing 
in it as your. reward, accept it now as 
your puniſhment, Go ye accurſed of my 
Father inte eternal 'tniſety, unto that 
place where the fire is not nne 
ee e on OA 
Ha | 1:46.05 
But let us rarm-our eyes rom this fl 
58: N and 


be ed te 1 
and melantholy- proſpect and conſider eg 
bow diffcverit — wil be of mens. ON 
the good and \ pious Ohviftiat 4 let u 1 
place him before our eyes, thus gras 
ciouſly condeſcending, in the great and. 
laſt day, to welcome his faithful fol- 
lowers to the regions of bliſs and immor- 
tality: Come,” will he ſay unto them, 
it ye blefled of my Father and receive 
your reward; I promiſed and ye believed 
I ſpake and ye attended; I commanded and 
ye obeyed ; like me ye have ſuffered the 
pains of mortality, and like me ye have 
taſted the bitterneſs of death; ye ſhall 
be revived with the cordial of life ; ye 

did not place your hopes on that vain and 
tranſitory world, but reſerved them for, 
and they ſhall be fulfilled in, a better 
and more durable one. 
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Boop. not the of eme, # thou 
TS SLES 
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MON GST all the various de- Hun. 
ces of ptide which corrupt the 
heart of man, and which are all of them, 

as is declared; in holy writ, abominable 

unto God; there is not perhaps one 

more abſurd and ridiculous, or attended 

with more fatal conſequences than that 

| which the wiſe man hath pointed out 
to us in the words of the text. Bag 
not, ſays he, — ad 
not hat 4 day may bring forth. | 


Tube folly of this particular kind of 


bade doth not, we ſee, conſiſt merely. in 
16447 12 the 
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116 on the Uncertainty - 
SEEM. the exceſſive and partial good opinion of 
—— that which we poſſeſs ; but extends it- 

ſelf to an ill-grounded confidence in, and 
dependance on that which may be re- 
ſerved for ub; and carries with it both 
an inſalent ſecurity in our own ſtate 


Ki G4 yiths $3 Wu W. Q g 
and condition, and withal a pretence 


N Naa NU * D N 9 


to that knowledge of future events, 
+ which-48 by ho mans the portions, of 
mortality, It is a8 & were incroaching = 
on the prerogative of God. and aſſumiag 
eee , ; 
is Or! pe Ws . 24 5 0D o 
n fab Bo RES 
It is CIV that. Fey was: 1 
| made for man. If we have no teaſon 
(aud we moſt teftainly have none) to be 
proud of what we have," much lefs can 
we pretend toit.on-account of that which 
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0 o aaa indeed "mardrally: imagine, 
| that 
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various 


nels. and vanity of this life, t 


7 "as . 
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verfant with, might be ſufficient preſery. 
atzves again an ipfaruation i ſtrange, 


VF 11735: 


' 4 cqaduct 05 upaggountable, © 5 
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every thing which w 5 behold, or are con- 


Vvieilſtuder of fo forrung, the uncertainty of | 
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"ke to our own, and at the ſame time 


a unacquaiuted with our ſtate and condi- 
tigns, 4 to core down aongft us, what 
ange and ertoneous notions would be 


form. concerning man, from the fiſt 


view of pur . 5 * behaviour} 


IT 403 : 
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ws. 7 he to obſerr the «fſumipg 
2 of power, the pride of 1b 
and beauty, the inſolence of riches and 
proſperity ; were he to ſee the kings and 


v4 41 "> y * I *% 4+ >>I 7 vn 


mighty ones of the earth la ying mY of 


Ff Nin 
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2288 univerſal empi pie 6 Wind bent. 

— ing methods to enſlave thols who are yet 

unborn; the great and wealthy building 
ſumptuous palaces that 1 mays laſt for ages; 
the wiſe and learned graſp ping at unver- 
fal knowledge, and diving 1 into the depths >: 
of futurity ! Would he not imagine, t that 
man was not, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, little 
lower, but infinitely ſuperior to the angels 


in his powers and faculties; that we were 

"pale to live and reign here for ever, and 

that (as 1 it is ſaid of of our Creator) a thou- 

ſand years were nothing | in our figh bt; 

that our bodies were firm, folid, and in- 

difloluble, and our fouls never dubjeet 
to change, or frailty! Would he not 
think that whereye 1 riches had choſen 

g their habitation, they could never de- 


part from it, and where the ſun of prof- 


perity once thane, the clouds of forrow 

and adverſity cquld never over-ſhadow it; I 
A that the roſes of youth could never be 
. plucked 


eee 219. 


pincked-byi time, mur the bloom of SERML 
Health itmpaired by ſickneſs and decay? — | 


on; aid Als bar ara aid He 20 bien 
Ho great then aftetiall would be his 


ſurpriſo and aſtoniſ ment, to figd! upon 
2 cloſet ih[peftiony thay au, pfduꝗ and 


Lived; poor, miſerable{/dependant being; 
that he fadeth away] ſuddenly like the 
graſs, which in the morning is green | 
and groweth up, and in the evening is 
out don dried up and withered ;thit ſo 
be was ignorant even of the things which = 
were before him; that every; attiinable 
human good was fleeting and tranktory ; 
and every evil almoſt; certain and una- 
voidable; that all the-righeshe:could 
amaſa, might be ſnatched: from ohim in 
a moment, and all the knowledgenhe 
and leave not a tracs upon his mind; 
that in ſhort, whilſt he is boaſting of to- 


. 


felffufficient/as he dag was but. a thort 


SARRIE. uns eee . 
e hour of it ; and that ine 


midſt of all his views, and all his pre+. 
tenſians he may be called V his 
breatlhi ga forth, he teturn to hid garth, 
and all his thoughts periſn . On ſuch an 
occaſion, what would be the thoughts of | 
ſuch a being? With what.-an- ee uf 
ſtorn and contempt wauld he look down 
upon ae 47 5005 i aid, tgng. 


. 157 2413 i Eiug An. depp cx bas 
les know nur, ſays the wise tan, 
what's duy may bring-\forth.i When we 

enſt our cyes on ſo apparently inconſi- 
flerable:a portiom of time, bur are! apt to 
imagine it incapable of containing any 
thing great or impbreant 7 and yet what 
d varirty af good and evil may ha oom 
ed into this narrow.Girele l It hath not 
only dstermined thb fate of individuals, 
bot ev, of the largeſt. boflies:and ſutie- 
tios of men q; armies have been conqubred, 


«ON a0 ut! rfteod ut off lid, It could {4 ir, "24 
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eee is 
— dad re” ee 
ſuoyed in it. And ii we bring our 10 | 
| fledtions home to ourſelves, if we confi- 
der how very much a fo. fleeting hours 
may affect our private concerns, we ſhall 
be ſtill better enabled to judge what a 
day may bring forth. Have we not ſeen M1 
farvilies one day ſmiling in the boſom of 
plenty and proſperity i the noxt, eruſhed 
down. by ſome unexpected ſtroke, and 
wecping in anguiſh, aud bitterneſs of 
heart? Have we not ſoen, even in leſs 
time tham this, wealth changed to pe- 
| We eee to ſickneſs, and life ito 
death dum a kn 2 WIRE atem 
: e Fg tut. Deu 
++ Joy and'ſdrrow, ae ſaccerd 
euch other, like light and darkneſs over 
dhe fue of the whole earth) 407011 
-bligdlagigt 43220 cert? Niue 8 lie yy 
. -© Therefore hear now this, as the Pri der . 
n. * 
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BRAN. aff given un pleaferes, Sar Jayeft in thine 
Rs hy, Jam, and none” tlſe befides | movlT 
ſhall nat fit as a widow, neither ſhall I know 
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vhs man is himſelf a Py 
folk being, it cannot fail but that en 
thing which he produceth muſt partake 
of his imperfection, and that the ſtamp 
of his own mortality ſhould be imprinted 
on all his works. The beſt operations of 
his weak bands moulder into ruin, the 
nobleſt productions of his mind-periſh 
and are no more. Vet, though the la- 
bours of human art are but the conſtant 
though ſilent reproaches of human folly, 
we hardly make any thing whieh does 
not laſt longer than ourſelves ; the build- 
ing we know will often remain, When 
he who raiſed, is buried under it; and 


beben dss and nt 


3s wirhered and decayed. Lock at that . 
builder (fays' a ferifible” writer)” who in 

the vale of years is carrying on the work 
of youth, preflivg the labourer'to finiſh 
that edifice which he ſhall never hve in, 
furniſhing thoſe apartments which he 
ſhall never inhabit! Turt thy eyes to 
another ho is ſo proud of decoming a 
father, who hath already pointed out 
the magiſtracy Which his ſon ſhall ob- 
tain, the ſeat of honour he ſhall poſſeſs! 
If he knew that his beloved child ſhould 
die almoſt as ſoon as he was born, would 
de de fo 'thiſpottod at i birt? 20 

Ui HR Nd s io asttty Forty tht ar} 
Man (fas the Plalmiſt) walketh. in a 


"Ga Jhadrw, and difquicteth Zimſelf in vain; 
* heapeth aß riches and cannot une 
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verdure, when' the hand that'planted it 
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SERM. aff gion n fbr, ar ſayeftin thine 
— am, and none elſe befides'; . 
ſhall nat fit as a widow, neither ſhall 1 knew 
al! 1 
enen 1 
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Ms man ns himſelf a frail- 15 — 
. it cannot fail but that every 
thing which he produceth muſt partake 
of his imperfection, and that the ſtamp 
of his own mortality ſhould be imprinted 
on all his works. The beſt operations of 
his weak bands moulder into ruin, the 
nobleſt productions of his mind periſn 
and are no more. Yet, though the la- 
bours of human art are but the conſtant 
though ſilent reproaches of human folly, 

5 we hardly make-any thing which does 
not laſt longer than ourſelves ; the build- 
ing we know will often remain, when 
he who raiſed, is buried under it; and 
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2b ſhalt proſerve its beauty anc 
verdure, when the hand that planted it wv 
is withered and decayed. Lock at that 
builder (ſays a ſenſble writer) who in 
the vale of years | is'C arrying on the work 
of youth, \preſſibg the labourer to finiſh 
dat bail which he Hall never ive in, 
"x furniſhing thoſe apartments which he 
ſhall never inhabit! Turn thy eyes to 
: another who is fo proud of becoming a 
father, who hath already pointed out 
the ragiſtracy which his ſon ſhall ob- 
tain, the ſeat of honour he ſhall poſſeſs! 
If he knew that his beloved child ſhould 
die almoſt as ſoon as he was born, would 
he be ſo bene. Hebe at on birth? 

WIH A end isbn tots was 
is "Min (lays the n walketh in a 
vain ſhadow, and difpuicterh himſelf in vain; 
be heapeth ru ogg e ul obo hl 
enjoy them. a N 
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l Cel hach gracjouſly nn 
— miſeries and diſappointments, We meet 
with here, ſhould prepare gur minds for 
hereafter... Pain, want, and. adverſity, 
| | Ire... inflicted gn. Vs, that . Ma ſit 
more looſe to the things of this tranſi- 
3 tory ſtate, Towards the cloſe df qur 
ſhort day, inſtead of being flatterod with 
deluſive hopes of to-morraw's happineſs, 
our evening is clouded. over with ſorrow = 
and diſquietude ; the loſs of ſome whom 
we loved and eſteemed, the unkindneſs 
and ingratitude of others, and the in- 
fGncerity and treachery of many more, | 
wake us. out of love with every thing 
about us, and reconcile us to our neceſ- 
ſary and unavoidable change: and how 
early (even in youth) that change may 
come, there is none can a How ri- 
Fc cculous is it then. to depend on that 
which we may never ſee! Have we, 
who boaſt of to-morrow, one hour at 


— 


. . A a W . reer 
9 


4 


G ee, tag 


our own command? | Toanvrrow may g 
indedd arrive; ': but who ſhall tell us; 2 


whether to ſhall live to meet it? Or ir 
' we'ds, whether it will Come as a friend 
or ah ehamy; aud whether tlie ſun will 
ſhine; or The day be overcaſt̃ 


Hanh ee nong box i:? „„er 


How oſten does at happen that where 
we promiſe ourſelves the greateſt ſhars 
der ourſelves with viſionary: ideas of, fu- 
falls upon the appetite, and the higher 
we raiſed our hopes and expectations, 
the eee is ant pain at the diſ- 
appointment of them. And the ſame 
degree of certainty which we have of 
to*morrow's pleaſure, we have alſo of 
tations ofie day, which we want ſttength 
to 3 next. It is very eaſy to 
ie, 1 talk 


% 


„een, 
— co be godd, ſober, charitable, ard de- 
yout z but when we are called upon to 
put in practice theſe, profeſſions, there is 
generally ſome obſtacle to divert us from 
it: and yet this imaginary point, to- 
morrow, is ſtill fixed upon as the centre 
of bur happineſs, and virtue alſo. 
n ehh Of} eee need e 
Ak the tniſer, . wh6/ pantetli after 
the duſt of the earth,“ and drudges wih 
unceaſing toil and affiduity in thie dirty, 
| flaviſh road of intereſt, When he will fit 
down and enjoy the fruits of his la- 
bours? and he will anſwer you—o- 
eee (it 1/590 e eps ent erk 


wo ſh! £11 50 16 . 7 16 * 37>. 43 4536 4 * 


- Aſk the nee man, who is hunt - 
1 eee and /preferiment,” when 
his hopes will be ſatisfied, and his de- 
ſires have an end! he will tell you he 
has but one ſtep to the ſummit of his 
Als: o wiſhes, 


onen e, ey 


toſhis Yiews;/ and fix him in repoſe and —— 


| ee Le OIL) SEAT 4 Mols 
99 nk! of 0599 tins. Sorin wg 
Aſk the ae phi b 
e 0 0 n W. ee e in 
lights, when he will think of his duty 
to his God and his fellow- creatures, and 
become a uſeful member of ſociety? he 
will declare he has juſt finiſhed his courſe 
| of\ pleaſures, that he hath. (ſufficiently 


them, and that 7o-morrow he intends to 

quit the paths of folly and impertinence, 
and ftrike directly into the road of. vir- 
tue. — And what: is (for the moſt part) 
the conſequence of all theſe ſolemn pro- 
feſſions ? * To-merrow: comes ! this great 
teclaimer of ſinners, this univerſal re- 
Former of mankind! and finds the miſer 
ar bis treaſures, che courtier'at his levee, 

ments? the 


4 e — 
ö . All, in ſhort, engaged in the very lame 
purſuits, making the ſame promiſos and 
proteſtations, and with ja the ſame de. 
— ne ** orig ot 
ni 2:06 otter i gd vv e 115 
Sin: ſoch Then is e of 
| hunian happineſs, and ſuch the uncer- 
to boaſt of, or depend pon either of 
_ them? Had not the wife man but 100 
of to=morrow; for thou knpubgſf met what a 
day may bring ſorrb! Let us not then 
flatter ourſelves that we are to depend 
on to- morrow. Let him who is in the 
pride of health call to mind, that fiek- 
neſs may come to-morrow, and put an 
end to it. | Let him that glorieth in his 
riches remember, that poverty, like an 
et may Auk bim chat ik 
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virtuous. to-day, forget that vice may 
take poſſeſſion of him before to-morrow; 
if he ſtand therefore, let him take heed 
ee s 
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„in ne common Hirt of life better 
advice cannot be given, than that what 
we can do 70-day, we thould never defer 
till 10-mo#row. In regard to our pur- 
ſuits after. the tranſitory goods of this 
life, it is certain that procraſtination is 
the parent of diſappointment ; the fault 
puniſhes: itſelf: and they who depend 
on futurity for their ſhare of happineſs, 
do very ſeldom obtain it; but when this 
abſurd reliance on to-morrow is confirmed 
into habit, when it induces by degrees 
to neglect the great work of our ſalva- 
tion, the folly ſwells into a crime, and 
may become the dreadful means of in- 

Yor, volving 


know, that folly may in a moment over: * 
take him. And let not him that is —— 


n 
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SER M. volving us in overkaſting deſtruction. 
rue buſineſs of a ſincere repentance, is 


a buſineſs which (if we hope for pardon) 
muſt at ſome time of life be performed 
by all; yet it is generally the very laſt 
we think of. Youth is too idle, and 
manhood too buſy and ambitious, old 
age too feeble and decrepid, or too per- 
verſe and obſtinate to engage in it. To- 
morrow, that univerſal ſponſor, whoſe 
faith is plighted to pay every debt, is 
appointed to diſcharge. this alſo: and 
this he moſt generally performs, like the 
other offices committed to his charge, 
As this debt increaſes, we for the moſt 
part grow more, unwilling to pay it as 
thopght and reflection become more ne- 
alſo: and when the diſeaſe of ſin is 
grown to ſuch a malignancy, io-morrow; - 
even if it comes, can bring no medicine 
do remove it. A ee | 
Duivio F, . WY.» 
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is by na means to be relied on, and yet, 5. 
1 e this te more, we ſtill "go res 


on, "forgetful of the «qe 1 1 5 for 
/ 1 e, | 
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why the 3 of the Wot "mY 
fad us may ſerve to repreſs the pride of 
the inſolent, ſo it may at the ſame time 
ſmooth the rugged brow of adverſity, 
and turn aſide the arrows of affliction · 
It may afford ſome conſolation” to the 
poor and deſtitute, to thoſe who are op- 
preſſed by ſorrow and misfortune, to 
reflect that ſuch is the viciſſitude of hu · 
man affairs, ſo uncertain is the lot and 
portion of mortality, t hat we know not 
what a day may bring forth: a ſudden 
and unexpected change may happen, 
that from a ſtate of bitterneſs and mi- 
ſery, ſhall raiſe the drooping heart to 
joy and gladneſs. When the poor and +; a 
needy Jeek Water and find none, and ther | 
„„ 


_ * - 
— —— — — — — - — > 


SBRM. gue ee FT thirf, I. the Lard wil 

= hear them, the God .of Tirael will aaf for- 
ſake them. Let not then the poor be 
oppreſſed, and the wretched give them- 
ſelves up as a prey to deſpair and me- 
lancholy, but let them rely on him 
who is both able and willing to relieve | 
them : they know not what a day may 
bring forth; ſortow and di ſquietude may | 
endure for a night, and Joy and peace 


wares ob], 
may 19 5 ſalute their baer . Hf L 
| 3s; 2.5 1 ITE 13% Ble ab 


To conclude then—// haſfever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with. all thy 
might fer there is no work, nor device, 

nor knowledge, nor 1 dum, in the grave 
| whither thou goeft. Our ſhort day of 
life is all that is allotted us for | work, 
the morrow brings the reward, whether 
it be for good or evil; 1 therefore. 
ahi] ft it 5s day, before the ng. cometh 


7 wherein 
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"i no man can work, It will be inn. 
too late for thee, o man ! when thy fret ws 


are lunbling aper the high mountains, and 
, the ſhadows of the evening have overtaken 
WE | 


Let the deceived procraſtinator then 
remerber, that his delays are dangerous 
and deſtructive; that what he fondly 


expects may never come; that He who 
hath promiſed pardon to our repentance, 


hath no where promiſed life till we re- 
pent ; that the morrow therefore which 
he hath ſo little reaſon to hope, he may 
have but too much reaſon to fear : fince, 
if it doth not bring forth our repent- 
ance, it muſt heighten our condemna- 


tion, which may God of his mercy avert, 


and give us grace to make the beſt uſe 
of 10-day. | 
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ly as that is proud in amber 

0 mii to the D bs 
TING 5 tis ann tan} en 391-7; 77 

ROM a ſefious tent SERM. 
of the [Nats of man here bm earth wes 
from a few reflections on his ſituation 

and end, his powers and faculties, from 

4 conſideration of him as a creature 
formed out of the duſt, and ſpeedily to 


return to it; attacked on every ſide by 


evil and corrupt affections; beſet with | 
dangers and calamities ; at beſt but par- 
tially and imperfectly happy: one would 
not ſyppoſe that ſuch a vice as pride 
could poſſibly ſubfit*in the univerſe, 
and much leſs that it was full of very 
Ove. 7 Ole little 
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SER u. little elſe; that it had ſpread itſelf over 


e whole face of nature, corrupted (in 
ſiome degree) every heart, and become 
the e WANT ST 


Since, "OLE, we are but too well 
cotwinced, . that pride is univerſal, let us 
endeavour to trace the ſecret ſprings of 
it; let us ſee what broad and extenſive 
foundation there is for ſo large and 


— ne es a ſtructure. The principal 


columns which ſupport this mighty edi - 
fice will be found, on the cloſeſt exami- 
nation, e ee e of ex- 
alted merit. » 91613 10 4456 Rinne 


* 


3 From » eren of e 
and Power. 
wiſdocn, and knowledge. 
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On-Pride and Self-conceit. 


16 from a 8 an into 
each of theſe pretenſions, they ſhould 
be found wanting in the balance, it 
might ſurely teach us to behave with 
meekneſi and humility, and not (as the 
Apoſtle ſays) nen in aur Wn con- 
* ster 4 


And feſt then, be all thoſe ad- 


| vantages which conſtitute a fancied pre- 


eminence amongſt men, and tend to 
nouriſh and increaſe the pride of the 


human heart, riches and power have a 


claim to the higheſt and moſt, exalted 


ſtation ; from the general condu of the 
rich and great towards their inferiors, 
from the pride and inſolence of their 
behaviour, one would imagine that they 


were a higher order of beings, adorned. 
with nobler faculties and accompliſh- 


ments, 


139 
.-gdly, From Nan of ſuperior virtue, SER en 
wands ngen Sbegs n ee ot 


* 


— 


Sls ˖ ˖— — 


— - — —— ny — 


— — — — - — F ˙ m-. eee 


— —%Z gʒTmg— —y-—— 4 ET 


— — 
—ͤ—ä——— ſ ²t 


— — 
5 ——— 


E:. n . . . . ] 
. ̃ũP-P-. p p e 
— — — — — — — — _ 
4 „ 2 — — * — —_—— — a 
. = 
2 
| * # 
' * 
Rs 
= | | | 
r * 
: | 
= 
Y * 
. 


140 On Pride and Self-conceit 


SERM. ments, poſſeſſed of many more virtues 
uud perfections than thoſe whom they 


trample on, and deſpiſe; that they were 
not liable to accidents, ſickneſs, and 

misfortune, or, in ſhort, ſubject to the 
common laws of mortality: we cannot 


eaſily bring ourſelves to ſuppoſe, that 
uch aſſumed ſuperiority is owing merely 


to the caprice of a deluded multitude,' 
or the ſmiles of fortune; that the poſ- 
ſeflors are indebted for it to the vigilance 
(at beſt) of lucky induſtry; or it may 
be to the undeſerved ſucceſs of active 
vice; and hence it ariſes that pride is 
fed and nouriſhed by flatterers; the 
haughtineſs and vain-glory of one half 
of mankind is ſupported by the 1 igno- 
rance, meanneſs, and fervility of the 


other. 


24Phirs. 56 Srrtiiy his Wel PI 
proud of that which neither beſtows real 
n | IS | merit 


* On Pride and Self-conceit; 141 
werit nor iaplies any. If riches and SERM- 
power could beſtow real happineſs, if 
| they were a mark of ſuperior excellence, 
or a certain token of the divine favour; 
they would not be beſtowed ſo frequent- 
ly as they are, on the worſt and | moſt 
abandoned of mankind.” Shall we then 
be proud of that which is given to thoſe 
whom we deſpiſe and abhor? of that 

which is dangerous, fleeting, and tranſi- 
tory? of that which has no intrinſic 
value, or certainty of duration? 


Paſs we on then to the ad part which 
I propoſed to conſider; namely, ſupe- 
rior knowledge and wiſdom : and with 
__— to this ir "Way wk | e truth 


mankind more ie ſubſeck to pride and vani- 
ty, than thoſe favourites on whom na- 
ture hath conferred theſe ſo much en- 
0 An Lbs "IS K vied, 
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SERV. vied, ſo much boaſted privileges. It 
— muſt indeed be acknowledged, that to 


be wiſer than our fellow=creatures; to 
excel in that which ſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhes us from the inferior part of the 
creation, mult be of all things the moſt | 
defirable : but what degree of know - 

ledge, after all, can man arrive at, that 
ſhould make him proud ? If we could 

look around us without prejudice and 
partiality, if we could dive a little deeper, 
than we generally do, into the hearts 
and minds of others, we ſhould moſt 
certainly diſcover that our God is much | 


more equitable in the diſpenſation of big 
gifts, than the pride and petulance of 
man will allow him to: bez and that 
knowledge, as well as happineſs, is more 
equally divided amongſt us, than we 
were at firſt inclined to think it. It 
hath always been matter of reproach 
4 e againſt 


(44% * 


0 the Ls a are in 
and ſelf-ſufficient, great ndmirers of — | 


themſelves, and great contemners of 
others. The truth is, we are too apt to 
imagine, that becauſe we are conſtantly 
pouring in, our veſſel muſt be fuller 
tha our neighbours ; but do not at the 
fame time reflect that we are pouring 
into a ſieve, which lets as much through 
as it can poſſibly retain: our bodies, we 
know, undergo perpetual change, ſome 


particles every day go off by perſpira- 
tion, and other freſh ones ſucceed ; and 


ſo it is with our minds alſo, one branch 
of ſeienee is ſeldom learned' but another 
is forgotten, and as much'perhaps is loſt 


zs acquired. Were it poſlible for an in · 


babitant of the earth to place himſelf in 
the very centre of the univerſe, from 


whence he might behold all the planets 
moving round him, what improvements 


1 2 might 


% On Pridgand Selfoemcets 
Anu might be make! how, well-acquainted 
| > would he by, with the whole glorious 
ſyſtem ! As it is, his gueſſes mult be 
very imperfect, and his knowledge very 
ſuperficial; and all for this plain reaſon, 
becauſe he does not ſtand, in the right © 
place. And as it is with the natural, ſo 
it is alſo in regard to the moral and in- 
tellectual world; we do not ſtand in the 
middle of things, our eye cannot take 
in the whole, but is confined to an in- 
conſiderable part. The limits of human 
knowledge are much contracted, her 
zones quickly termiuated, and all our 
wiſdom is comprehended in a very nar- 
rom circle. The wiſeſt will, upon ſe- 
rious and mature reflection, find: them - 
{elves but a little leſs ignorant, and the 
moſt innocent diſcover themſelves to be 
| only. a little leſs guilty than their fellows 


Creatures, # : 3; 79 Wa 6 1 5 
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hene is knowledge indeed which SERM. 
makes many very wiſe in their own Gs 


conceits, and which is very 'greedily 
ſought after, though we have no reaſonm 
to glory in it; and that is, the know- 
ledge of the world; but of this, when 
we glory, we may be truly ſaid to glory 
in our ſhame: for what is this know- 
ledge? and wherein does it conſiſt? 


To know the world, is only to have ar- 
rived at a greater proficiency than others 
in fraud and diffimulition, to be fo well 
acquainted with the tempers and diſpo- 
ſitions of men, as to make them fubſer- 
vient to our own intereſt and advantage; 
to know the deformities and imperfec- 
tions of human nature, and thus to con- 
tradt a diſguſt at, and abhorrence of it: 
to ſee the good ſucceſs of thoſe who 
thrive by treachery and' vice, and from 
thence to form a deſire of imitating 
chem; it is but to know, in ſhort, what 
Vor. III. L a good 
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| SERM. a good man would wiſh to be ignarant 
a,, and to-ſee. that, which a wiſe man 
would wiſh to ſhut his eyes againſt. 
After all, the only real and valuable 
knowledge which we acquire, is that 
which is gained by. experience : but hom 
dearly this is bought, we need not be 
reminded. Our fortune, our fame, our 
peace, and happineſs, even our inno- 
cence and virtue ate too often ſacriſiced 
in the purſyit : this is an acquiſition, 
therefore, which, whilſt it promotes our 
intereſt, reproaches ſeverely, our folly ; - 
and where we ought to bluſh. at the, en- 
pence of our purchaſe, we have ſurely, 
Very: e was ta be proud, of Ns bow 
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The laſt kind of ſelf-conceit I put» 

poſed to conſider, is that which ſprings 
from the notion of ſupetior virtue. 

That fo. ftail and finful a creature, a8 
1 4 man, 


5 - 


man, Mould lay 4 to any merit aeg 


this article that ſuch unprofitable ſer- — 


vants ac ws are, ſhould boaſt of our 
labour, is both impious and abſurd, and 
muſt doubtleſs ſubject us to the diſplea- 
fore of our great Lord and Maſter. Vet 
ſuch is our pride and preſumption, that 
every audacious hypocrite, who has but 
the , appdarance, demands that reſpect 
which is not due even to the reality of 
virtue. Every ſelf-ſufficient enthuſiaſt 

who abſtains from vices which have no 
_ temptations for him, or performs” duties 
_ which give him no trouble to comply 
with, will boaſt his ſuperior goodneſs 
and piety, and, like the proud Phariſee, 
thank God that he is not like other men. 


Io ſay the truth, the triumphs of 
human knowledge over human igno- 
rance ; of human virtue, over human 
1 ; are like many other triumphs, 
By: L 2 more 


8 o geen 


bravery of the conqueror, as to the want 


of it in the vanquiſhed. But whilſt 
every thing about us ſeems to reproach 


our weakneſs, we are boaſting of our 
ſtrength: like thoſe abſurd Stoics, who 


pretended to ſmile in the midſt of an- 


' SERM. more eaſy to be gained than deſerved. | 
— They are not ſo much owing to the 


guiſh, and even whilſt they felt the in- 


conveniencies of pain, had 1 oy to 
. its extſtencE. | 4: 


Tt wat become the man, who is : 


proud of his knowledge, to reflect, that 
the wiſeſt of men, after he had toiled 
through the whole round of ſcience, and 
had ſeen all things under the ſun, con- 
feſſed his knowledge to be vanity, and 
felt it to be vexation alſo, 


And no leſs woull 3 it 1 Py man 


00, who is Ow of his virtue, to call to 


mind 
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mind what our bleſſed ken. 9 ſaid c 
when he was ſaluted by the name of ws 


good, Why call you 8 aid * 
5 ee | | 


3 Shall we, my brotha, be prog of 
knowledge, when he who had the beſt 

title to the name of wiſe, acknowledged 
himſelf ignorant ? or ſhall we be proud 
of our virtue, when he who alone de- 
ſerved the name of good, refuſed to be 
called fo ? 


God 8 eds in the mind 

of man, a capacity of knowledge to im- 
prove and adorn it, and ſowed the ſeeds 
of virtue in his heart, that they might 
yield the future harveſt of felicity. To 
be proud, therefore, of knowledge, is 
to be blind with light ; and to be proud 
of virtue, is to poiſon ourſelves with the 
antidote, Is it not ſtrange that ſuch 
Ln foul 


150 On Pride wid Self-eorcaits 
pans foul 4 flow from | fountgins-:{o 
—— pure? and that What was doubtleſs.der 
ſigned by the Almighty to render u 
meek and lowly, ſhould fill us with 
pride and inſolence? N 


- * 
* 1 * 
rr Alon if 


But there is a ſpecies of pride very 
different from thoſe already mentioned, 
and. far more aſtoniſhing ; and that is, 7 
the ſtrange and unactountable pride of 
our follies, vices, and imperfections- 
Bo | helles 
What is it after all, that men will 
not be proud of, when we ſee ſuch as 
value themſelves on tlieir knowledge of 
mankind, make no ſcruple to boaſt of 
their ſucceſs in the art of fraud and 
treachery] as if there were any real me- 
rit in deceiving, their fellow creatures, 
and that no qualities were ſo amiable as 


— - — 4 * "4 0 

falſehood and diſſi mu lation 
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when we ſee them degrade piety into 
weakneſs, and brand compaſſion with the 
narge of folly; when we heat them 


boaſting of their apathy as a perfection, 
and l in their n. ' 


| 25 

Such h the ne and 2 
of example, that a time may come | 
(and perhaps is not far from us) when 
idleneſs may be ſo. faſhionable a vice, 
that induſtry ſhall be looked upon as a 
reproach, and eg and think 
n . of our nature. | 


Pride. of all Vices pics maß hp 
tupate, and always fails of its end. The 
covetous.man gains his point when he 
has amaſſed his treaſures, and is brood- 
ing over his mammen : the ſenſualiſt 
* hrs when be revels in the plea» 

L4 3 ſures 
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. en of 2 and, at leaſt for a time, 

3 himſelf: whilſt the proud man, 
inſtead of that deference and roſpect 
which he is in perpetual ſearch ot, is 

«Ü .-=in 


but contempt. ; (4534: 4. £34 831439 Di i; 


To make us cheerful and happy in 
each other, there muſt be an equality of 
condition; a kind of common chain, to 
link and unite the affections; the ground 
muſt be levelled, before we can walk 
together with any tolerable eaſe or ſa- 
tisfaction. But where there is pride, 
there muſt be diſtance and dependancy; 

and where dependance is, freedom can- 
not enter. The proud man, therefore, 
cuts himſelf off from the body of ſocie- 
ty, and is excluded from all the mutual 
endearments of ſocial converſe; he can 
keep company with none but thoſe he 


muſt hate ; affociate with none but ſuch 
| as 


2 
eee, 133 
as be muſt deſpiſe. If py... Melk sg. 
up as an idol, if he will have whethiy ©35 — 
and adoration, he can receive it from 
none but fools or knaves; from ” fools 
who do not know what he is made of, 
or from knaves who do. What is it 
then to be proud ? To live the life of an 
idol of wood or ſtone, and to be like 
unto it; to loſe all the privileges and 
all the pleaſures of our nature; to ſa- 
eriſice every real bleſſing, for ſuch as 
are merely imaginary; to be above the 
wants and neceſſities, and at the ſame 
time alſo above the joys and comforts of 
life; to be laughed at by our fellow- 
creatures, and deſpiſed by our Creator; 
to be the ſcorn and derifion of men, 
the hatred and abomination of God! 
Aud yet, as the Prophet ſays, we call the 
proud happy.—If they are wile, it is a 
wiſdom we ought to be aſhamed of; if 
| they 
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our God ; he ſpeaks to-us'every day b 
tde voice of Death, that great teacher 
rule over the children of pride; to bind 
who ſubdueth all beneath his feet ; from 
him who ſitteth on a throne of glory, 
to him. that is humbled in earth and 
aſhes. Alas l when the thought of our 
final diſſolutien ſtrikes our imagination, 
how do all the idle diſtinctions amongſt 
us vaniſh and difappear | Where are the 
votaries of ambition, or the heroes of 
the war? Where are the rich, the 
powerful, the wiſe, and the learned? 
The ſmall and great are there | they ſhall 
2. OTE 11. 


e vgs 


4 1 prone and. the pens SER 


am. 


* wh rd 7 0 of 

Let us e er imagine our- 
ſelves to be, what in a little time we 
inevitably muſt be, all upon a level, 
high and low, rich and poor, one with 
another. Theſe conſiderations will moſt 
probably induce us to behave with hu- 
mility towards each other, not to think 
more highly of ourſelves than we ought 
to think, but to love juſtice and mercy, 
and to walk humbly with our God. 'To 
lend our knowledge to inſtruct the igno- 
rant; our power to protect the weak; 
our riches to relieve the poor and needy. 
If we would be eſteemed the followers 
of Chriſt, we muſt act like him; we 
muſt foop to imitate his meekneſs, if 
we would riſe to inherit his favour ; 
for he hath declared, that in the laſt 
2 9 day, 


\ wil <0 Wt. A Were 


- 


156 On Pride and 


#. 1 


SERM. day, ze that erden 


binjolf," fhall be 


V abafed, and he that bumbleth bimfelf, and 
exalted. 


he only, ſhall be 
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'MO on G'S T all” the he 

traces, the glorious marks of di- 
vine wiſdom and power in the LE 
| of the univerſe, nothing hath perhaps 
more awakened the minds of men to a 
contemplation on the omniſcience and 
goodneſs of their Creator, than the 
ſerious conſideration of that conſtant 
union and harmony, which the Supreme 
Diſpoſer of all things hath diffuſed over 
all his works, 


Unity is the great chain which fieſt 
combined, and ſtill holds together the 
3 frame 


SERA M. frame of nature, which bids diferent 


— elements conſpire, and different Teafons 
join in ſweet variety to make our habi- 
tation here pleaſant and commodious, 
and promote the general eaſe and hap- 
pineſs of mankind. EN: 


© 4 IT 
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It is obſervable that the ſame ſcheme 
of providence which God thought fit to 


. conſtitute in the natural world, hath he 
alſo fo appointed in the moral one. | 


| That man was made for union and 
ſociety, doth ſufficiently appear both 
from the frame and ſtructure of his body, 
and all the qualities and paſſions of his 


mind; he was purpoſely made too ig- 


norant to know, and too indigent to 
4 his own neceſſities; and is driven 

in ſpite of himſelf to aſk the aid and 
aſſiſtance of his fellow creatures, 


There 


0. 2 1 


12 ann ice, bach the higheſt 5 molt 3 


| remptible, but has its comforts to. enjoy, 
and ſome benefits or advantages to be- 
ſow: on others, 


* "ys 3. WP 


a+ ſtate of barbarous freedom 


Mens ee at alt lived 3 in a | il 


— Yarns, 


exalted amongſt us does not often Ntand | 
| in need of; nor any ſtate ſo low or con- 


and independency, without laws to re- 


ſtrain, or rulers to govern them; but 
experience ſoon taught them that order 
and harmony were neceſſary to guard 
and ſubordination to preſerve their Favs 
and liberties. Mutual complaints there- 
fore were ſoon made, and mutual ſub- 
jection complied with, till by degrees 


they had learned to ſhelter themſelves 


from tyranny and oppreſſion; under ſalu- 
tary laws and wholeſome reſtrictions, 
and to N that by union which 


w 
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h natüte bad left Weak and  defeiiceleſs, © 
SS As ſtates roſe, and Kingdoms were eſtas 
| bliſhed, the clouds of ignoramce began 

| to diffipate, arts and ſciences grew up 

. und flouriſhed, and have from time al 
me been ſtrengthened and improved; 


In the ſubſequent diſcourſe therefore, 
calculated to raiſe in you à deſire of 
unity, of charity, and brotherly love, 
another, I propoſe to lay before you the 
advantages of union; as it may affect us 
in the various circumſtances and ou 
nections of human life, whether we 


conf ter an 


Fd, As ate of Sari. 

Secondly, As Friends and Relations. 

Or, thirdly and laſtly, As Chriſtians. 
| And 


fL 16g 


Aud firſt, therefore, I ſhall conſider Sn. 
it in gcgard to that influence which it W 


ſhould maintain over us, as members of 
mmm meg 


1 eee eee 
times, and take a review of the riſe, 
growth, and declenſion of thoſe great 
ſtates and empires which once ſhone fo 

illuſtriouſly, and are now buried in ruins, 

it will be worth our obſervation to re- 
mark, that as they roſe by piety and 
virtue to power and ſplendour, they ſunk 
again into oblivion by vice and folly. 
While Greece and, Rome continued; 
while every private man's ambition wag 
centered in the public welfare, their 
lands were bleſt with plenty, and their 
battles. crowned with conqueſt. - While 
ceſsful, - and while they were virtuous 
2 free, But no ſooner had prof- 
M2 c peity 
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* perity debauched, and luxury and intem - 
— perance enervated them, than the were 
„ corrupted by floth and avarice, 
ad ſoon after enſlaved and ſubdued we! 
A broils and diffentions. : 
W . and we mich -our 
thick hath ſuffered from domeſtic 
feuds; in what ſcenes of deſolation and 
bloodſhed: ſhe: hath been many times in- 
volved by religious and civil commo- 
tions, and how miraculouſly the gracious 
hand of Providence hath delivered us 
from the enemy and avenger; I need 


not, I believe, call to your remembrance. 


Jo thoſe diſcords and diviſions, which 
but a few years ſince diſturbed the 
peace and tranquillity of this nation, we 
were in a great meaſure indebted for the 
poor and contemptible figure we ſome 
tang made, and for that almoſt univerſal 

57 3 8 N li 
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depravity and corruption whieh had well SERM. 
nigh. grerwhelmed.. us; whilſt, on the a 


other hand, to our preſent harmony, 
agreement and unanimity, we may N 


of our late ſucceſſes and of our preſent 
happineſs; ; therefore it may be of ſer- 


wins: to us to recollect, that whenever | 


diſtreſs and calamity attacked us, it was 
not ſo, much our ſtrength and numbers, 
_ az our Unity which ſaved us. 


13 


our public peace and happineſs muſt de- 


pend on public unity; and as it happens 


in ſtates and kingdoms, ſo will it ever 


do in private ſocieties: in thoſe which 7 


have been eſtabliſhed in almoſt every 
country, for the carrying on, and im- 


proyement of trade and commerce, and 
the mutual intereſt of the members of 


hem; or ſuch. as are meant only to re- 


Mz lax 
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ſonably attribute no inconſiderable mate 


As ſubjects therefore, it is apparent 
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* lix the mind in che ebösrful amufeibentt 
of friendſhip and converſation; wand in 


= to both, it is an indiſputable and 
© nvariable truth, that the profit and 
"= pleaſure will always riſe, or decay, 
in proportion to that union and harmony | 
from whence they originally ſprung, and 
on een alone . wen _—_ 


Men, conſidered as ſocial creatures, de- 
rive their. happineſs from each other; 
and yet ſuch is our pride, that it is with 
the utmoſt difficulty we are perſuaded to 
rely on others for that which we would 
Fain dra from ourſelves only: we would 
all gladly be whit in this world we were 
never deſigned to be, all-ſufficient, inde» 
pendent beings; and though it is a ſelf 
evident truth, and Which one would 
think” were obvious to every capacity, 
that all private ſafety, and the property 
of every individual, is founded on the 
125 . wel- 
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welfare of the public; yet ſo —_— 
ſelf· love, that with the bulk of mans wes 
kind we ſee recourſe muſt be had 
and authority; they look on every *- 5 
deavour to ſerve them, as ſo many 10s” 
of violence and oppreſſion, and will not 
be eaſy, 4 or re, unleſs Og 
widen 2 2iars oh 0 
80 MB mutual good-humour 
_ and" complacency in converſation, and 
the common affairs of life, that men, 
conſcious how ſeldom real good-nature 
is to be met with, have ſubſtituted good- 
breeding in its room, which does indeed 
in ſome meaſure anſwer the end pro- 
poſed, by checking that petulancy, which 
would otherwiſe diſturb the peace of ſo- 
ciety; but after all, it is but a falſe 
jewel, which yields a faint momentary 
luſtre: the true one will coſt us but a 
very little more, which is of infinitely 

4 greater 
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srl greater value, and ſo much longer dura- 

don. How much better then is - the 

5 ſubſtance than the ſhadow! If it is ami- 

ullle but to appear pleaſed; and happy in 
uy other, how much denten i is ĩt to be 
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But it is not Ah in _ 10 e 
ſaying or doing the ſame things which 
will make us of the ſame mind one to- 
wards another; this is by no means the 
union recommended by the holy pſalmiſt, | 
the bond which he would unite us in, 

the bond of charity. The harmony 

which he would teach us, is the har- 
mony of the mind. The union which 


he ſo warmly enforces, is the union of 


the heart; where that is wanting, the 
profeſſions of the tongue are but as 


ſounding braſs, and as the an 


"PAM 
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-- But if a fincere and undliiſſembled * 
union of ſentiments, if mutual compla - yo 
cency and good humour are ſo abſolutely 
/ necefſary in our public commerce with. 
mankind, how much more ſo muſt they 
be, i in our private and more intereſting 
concerns, which will appear ſtill more 
evident, when we come to conſider 
ourſelves. Secondly, As relations and 
friends, where union becomes abſolutely 
neceſſary to our joy and happineſs, and 
where the want of it is attended with 
ſuch fatal conſequences. | 


God hath implantell in every breaſt 
the. principles of love and benevolence, 
but leſt that principle ſhould, like a drop 
of rain falling into the ocean, loſe itſelf 
in a multiplicity of objects; he hath 
graciouſly thought fit to direct it, as it , 
were, into proper channels; to confine 
it by inſeparable connection, by the ties 


SERM. of kindred and the bond of natural aſfee- 
— tion. From this fountain flow all thoſe 
and enhance the bleſſings of life, Thoſe 
ſocial duties, thoſe tender relations, 
which act a double part, and whilſt they 
make us happy here in the diſcharge of 8 
them, recommend us at the ſame time 
to the Almighty, and ſecure our future 
and ROY happineſs. | 
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Here then, how joyful a ang it 
muſt be to dwell together in unity! and 
on the other hand, how fatal muſt be 
the effects of diſcord and diviſion! How 
careful ſhould we be, leſt at any time 
envy ſhould unravel, jealouſy looſen, or 
anger diflolve the tie! Where there is, 
or where there ought to be much love, 
there ſhould be much forgiveneſs alſo; 
becauſe the ſtronger the connection, and 

tte more ſolemn the engagement, the 
| wider 
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Widder is the breach and the greater 5s SHRME.. 
the averſion": and how horrible is r t 
ſee thoſe whoſe blood, whole fame, for- 
tune, and (intereſts ſhould be united, 
| torn to pieces by hatred and animoſities; 
to ſee the father divided againſt the ſon, 
and the fon againſt the father; the mo- 
ther againſt the daughter, and the daugh- 
ter againſt the mother ! to ſee all thoſe 
tender ties of nature, which were de- 
ſigned to ſoften the ills of life, and leſſen 
its cares, become at laſt its bittereſt miſ- 
Hetines't h | 


This can — give us an image of 2 
1 uninformed world, a chaos of mat- 
ter, as it ſtood before the creation, where 
all the elements were mixed together, | 
my and confuſion. * 


Whereas on the other hand, a el 
regu- 
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SERM. regulated family, where order and har- 
— mony are preſerved, all obliging, and 


obliged by each other, where they are 
all bleſt by love and unity, is an image 
of the frame of nature after God had 
pronounced it good; an emblem of the : 
univerſe, where each part is perfect in 
itſelf, and contributes at the ſame time 
to the beauty, magnificence, and dende 


tion of the whole. 


. e e. if we NN "I calily He 
bappily with each other, to union of i 
blood, intereſt and fortune, we muſt add 
alſo, union of ſentiments of. heart and 
ſoul. To benevolence we muſt add, for- 
bearance and mutual complacency. In a 
world like this, ſo full of evils and ſo 
full of ignorance, intereſts muſt jar and 
opinions muſt differ; but as we are all 
liable to error, and all ſubject to paſſions, 
we muſt bear the faults, and pardon the 

wWeak- 


On Unity. 


gethet in ah, emo Joo? 
n 724% r 207 haz tel ee 
Come we then to the laſt and great 
relation in which 1 propoſed to lay be- 
fore you, the e ee n of U _ 
— Do e a re 
Wen n Meg e ere leit 
Our . is the goſpel of peace; it 
intvaicrh att en l but above all men 


ie: becometir Clfiſtians; dit becometch 
thoſe who walk in the houſe of God to 


walk as friends; not by our practice to 
contradict and give the lye to our doc 
trines, not by diſcord and animoſities to 


ſubvert that religion which we are ſworn 


to protect. By thrs, ſays our Saviour, 


fall men know that ye are my diſciples, if 


ge læve one another. Alas! that diſtin- 
guiſhing mark is, I fear, almoſt eraſed 
and worn out amongſt us. Our church is 


e 


1713 
— cach/ortidry/berxuſe itis-6 ns 
bleed and a joyful thing to dwell 1 .— | 


0 

' 

— 
1 
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SERV. — hereſies and ſchiſms, ſo 
— torn by jarring ſects and diſcordant fac. 

tions, as to make her a bye - word unto 

the men and to thoſe who have no 
e can . devaſs 1 

as the ill-placed zeal of its outrageous 
followers, who hate all that will not 
agree with them in all, even in things 
where it is of no conſequence whether 

| they agree of not. There are men who | 
| ſhew their love to God, by oppreſſing 
thoſe whom he hath made, who never 

couſent but to 80 . 

ere vg e Nd f 2006 Ir 


It cannot n it never was 
deſigned by our Creator, that all men 
ſhould think alike ; but ſurely it may, 
it will be required of us, that we all 
endeavour to promote the unity of the 

church, 


4 
on Unity. ax [ 
church, the glory of God, and the h- gn. 4 
. aeg h pepe 30 3 | 
—_—— n. Tue * $44 | : | 
eee | [i 
mend Unity to you as Chriſtians, A [ 
houſe divided againſt itſelf can never 
ſtand. In the laſt age there were ſects | | 
enough among us, and yet, as if diſcord 
were ſtil} ambitious of ſowing more tares 1 


amongſt us, freſh parties are every day 
ſpringing up and increaſing. To the 
Fanatics and vifionaries of the laſt cen- . l 
titty, whoſe decaying fabric ill -ſubſiſts, 5 | A 
have ſueteeded a race of modern enthu- 
ſtaſts, whoſe tenets are more ridiculous 
as well as more anti- ſeriptural than any 
of their predeceſſors, as the notions 
vrhich they endeavour to inculcate, are 
abſolutely deſtructive of all religious 
union, and directly oppoſite both to the 
laws of Chriſt, and all the moral and 


Ee Nan of human ſociety. For 
" 4 3 ſhame, - 


— 


” 7. // 
r 
0 N N ? | f 
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SERM. ſhane, my brethren 4 let oe at dat, 
— = late, unite and conquer; the pax 
tition ſtill ſubſiſting between ſome of us, 
is built of very flight materials ; inſen- 
ſibly moulders away, and might eafily be 
thrown dowh. by the hand of charity and 
mutual love: let us hope, my brethren, 
to ſee that good work perfected, and let 
every onelead is neceflry aid and fi- 
eee it. 1 ert, Rite 
911 A2 141 N08; gu t 4 
Let not 3 of opinion, in 
matters not eſſential, alienate our affec- 
tions, or hinder us from kind and 
friendly offices. Let us be friends to all, 
of what ſect, party, or profeſſion what- 
ſoever, who are the friends of honour | 
and virtue; and have no enemies, but 
the enemies of God and his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. Let us reflect, that it was to 
their union and harmony we were in- 
- debted for the exertion. of that truth on 


which 


| On Day. 177 
which our religion depends: let us con-SERM. | 
. ſider what light and luſtre they throw ov 


on each other, and how exactly, and 
bo bleſſedly all their popes 
fulfilled, * 


N then we would be happy in our 
alliances, in our ſocieties, our relations, 
ourVriendſhips, and all our mutual en- 
dearments, let us pray to that God who 
maketh men to he of one mind in one 


houſe, to pour into our hearts that ſpirit 


of unity and godly love, of benevolence, 
patience, and charity, and which may 
bleſs us with all the good things of this 
life, and 'bring us to thoſe ſeats of reſt 
' and peace, 'of unity and concord, of 
tranquillity and happineſs, which he 
rann 2-4 

in that which is to come. 15 ä 
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Except your 3 exceed the righte- 
 auſfneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye 


hall 5 in no ui enter into the . of © 5 5 1 


1 1 " a . . A * * - i E . 0 
4 9 * f \ 1 4 1 8 9 \ +3 


vA 
ng. 


"HE Scribes and Phariſees, whom SSR Me. 
our blefſed Saviour doth in the 
* of my text ſo ſeverely reprehend, 
were men of ſuch high rank and eſteem 
amongſt the Jews, as to command the 
deepelt reverence,” reſpect, and venera- 
tion from the multitude, who conſidered 
them, eſpeciatly with regard to religious 


matters, as the moſt perfect examples of 
purity and virtue; to doubt therefore $ 
their truth, and to call in queſtion their 
er to unmaſk their ſophiſms, de- 

N. Wb" 


On the Phun cal Chriftian. 
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SBRM. tect their frauds, And er poſe their hypo- 1 
N city; was a'taſk Which few would have 


the courage to enter upon, and Rill 
fewer the ſteadineſs and reſolution to 
execute: our Saviour notwithſtanding, * 
who came down upon earth to eſtabliſh j 
truth, without the leaſt regard to any 
ill conſequences that might ariſe 1 to him- 
ſelf from ſuch a conduct, boldly, ſtre- 
N and rem W them. 
aA bin oor J Fx i 
DI conſider the great wn | 
| 4 and authority which theſe men 
poſſeſſed, we cannot but be aſtoniſhed at 
the intrepidity of a private, indigent, and 
friendleſs individual, who could thus ar- 
raign the conduct, and condemn the 
principles of the firſt and moſt reſpect-- 
able characters in the kingdom: but the 
cauſe of religion, which had been ſo 
eſſentially hurt, demanded; the thront of 
| enn which/had been ſhaken by 


8 2 2 i Toy 


| 


* 


-_ a as was SEAN, I, 
to be re«eſtabliſhed by him, N — 


neee i 99641 vis: 
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Of the Ads. habe of 
the Seribes and Phariſees, the vulgar, 
ever impoſed upon by ſhew. pomp and 
parade, entertained ſo high an opinion, 
as to imagine, no doubt, that it could not 
poſſibly be exceeded ; our Saviour, there- 
fore, takes the firſt opportunity of unde- 
ceiving them in this important particular, 


and informs them, that if they could 


not perform a taſk which they ſeemed to 
think imptacticable, that of exceeding 
the Phariſees,” they muſt never fatter 
themſelves with the moſt diſtant hope 

of the divine favour; or, as he ſtrongly 

and emphatically expreſſes it, could i in 

10 . enter into the kingdom of God. EE. 


wa + 
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As the N of the Phatiſce was BY 
. beld 4 
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erger held in ſuch abhotrehce by the great 
— founder of our religion, one would natu- 


rally have imagined that his followers 
would above all things have moſt care- 
fully, avoided it; it is notwithſtanding 2 
| moſt indiſputable, that from the days of | 
the apoſtles, there have been, and even 
to this day there are amongſt us but too 
many of thoſe whom we may properly 
style | ae 4.7) bono nd view 
'PHARISAICAL CHRISTIANS: . 
Men who but too exactly reſemble that 
hateful and contemptible ſect, - whom 
our Saviour ſo often and ſo ſeverely con- 
derans, and who, he ſolemnly aſſures us, 
can never enter into the kingdom of God; | 
and of this melancholy truth we ſhall 
be fully convinced when I come, which 
I propoſe in the following diſcourſe; to 
point « out the peculiar marks, by which | 
they may be known, and thoſe fimilar 


— 


features by which they may ſo eaſily bes 


nn 641 97s ad * ee 3; 


4 The age we live W e an age 
of phariſaiſm ; the morality of the Pha- 


the righteouſneſs of the Phariſees almoſt 
the only righteouſneſs that is to be found = 
| amongſt} us. There is ſcarce any zeal 


riſes ſeems to be the only morality, and 


left but fanaticiſm; any religion but 8 


thuſiaſm. Since a ſet of ignorant. and 
illiterate pretenders to piety and virtue 
have ſet up their ſtandard and diſplayed 
their gaudy colours; it is aſtoniſhing to 
conſider what crowds of filly men and 
women are daily flocking to it: the ſol- 
diers of Chriſt, the great captain of our 
ſalvation, are every hour deſerting from 
him; three parts of them are gone over . 
to Satan, his avowed enemy, and the 
fourth are daily liſting under the banners 
of methodiſm. 5 i 
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The firſt ſtriking reſemblance which 
we trace, and which is viſible to every 


eye, between the ancient and the modern 


. 
* 
" 5; 
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lO 3p; Atifuch ee neee ie nen 88. 
| be improper to obſerve that 


Phariſee, is a' perpetual aſſectation of, 


and pretence to extraordinary : goodneſs 


and piety, The Phariſaical Chriſtian 


openly declares / that the kingdom of 
God, that kingdom which our Saviour 
has aflured us he will never obtain, is 
the great object of all his views, the 
end, he will tell you, of every word 


and every action; to this he pretends to 
ſacrifice every worldly concern, and fix- 


ing his eyes on heaven, overlooks and 


tramples upon every thing elſe. Reli- 


gion, in ſhort, is his trade, and righteouſ- 


neſs his profeſſion ; he imagines that all 


piety conſiſts in prayer, and that every 


virtue is centered in devotion: the con- 


8 | ſequence 


 Oithe\Pharifaical Chriftian. 18) 


| ſeqtizges of this falſe: and confined idea E. 
* - | . | IX. 
of true religion 18, that he is always iu 


a church or à tabernacle; like the old 


We Phariſes he -waſhes his-cups and platters 


over, and over, to ſhew his purity. and 
attention at the ſame time, but too often 
neglecting the weightier matters of the 
lawz whilſt be is doing that duty to 
God which: God doth mat require of 
him, he neglects. perhaps that duty to 
man which God derb, and ail require of 
him: he ſings pſalms whilſt he ſhould 
be labouting in his calling, and ſtarves 
his family out of pure ee and 


devotion. ee 5 e 


The next peculiar mark and characte · 
riſtic of the Phariſaical Chriſtian, is that 
ſingularity that conſtant defire of appear- 

ing not like other men, which diſtin- 
guiſhes him as much from the reſt of 
the world as the broad phylactery and 

gugirg 1 long 
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| 0. long garments did his brethren of Judea. 
wes Vanity, or the love of praiſe and admi- 
ration, that reigning univerſal paſſion, 
takes place in religion, as well as in 
every other concern. The Phatiſaical 
Chriſtian therefore takes a particular 
pride in departing from common and 
vulgar forms; he is always n. 
to himſelf ſome peculiar methods of aQ- 
ing, that ſhall draw upon him the ob- 
ſervation” of others; even in circum 
ſtances the moſt minute and indifferent, 
| he affects to vary from thoſe of his 
neighbour : inſtead of complying with 
eſtabliſhed rites and ceremonies, he in- 
vents new modes of worſhip, and creates 
new duties which he performs with ex- 
traordinary zeal and alacrity : ſo long as 
he lives up to his own partial and im- 
perfect rules of righteouſneſs, he thinks 
himſelf at liberty to diſpenſe with every 
15 other,” and not unfrequently to break 
3 through 


den every. $664 and; ſocial ob- SBI 
gation.. . I's Max hip bet 00 IIs; wr , 


e 306; 220714 03a ene 

The habit of his bags. as pl . 
of, bis mind, is generally. diſtinguiſhed 
by ſome ſtiff and awkward peculiarity, 
and by every, motion and geſture he will 


endeavour to convince you how ſuperior 


he is to all thoſe forms and cuſtoms, by 


ee, ee, 
We ee 
Ai 41 Ne Pls ld: 


With, — to, points of faith and 
doftrine, with regard indeed to all the 
moſt eſſential parts of religion, the Pha- 
riſaical, Chriſtian ſeldom conſults that 
great infallible code, the holy ſeripture, | 
or the generally received interpretations 
of it; but for the -moſt part forms his 
opinion intirely from the direction 4 and | 
under. the guidance of ſome favourite \ 
paſtor, ſome darling enthuſiaſt of bis, 
4 own 


19% Oi „ Phu hire Obrofian: 
erden teck, some Gathalisb of Fung 
— choice; of theſe there is abundance | 

enough in the preſent age; to to theſe he 


implicithy lubinits, and if an angel from . 
beiven” was” tö preach any other 
trines but fuck 3 as He inſtills, the Pac | 


— falal phages enen N liſten to, or 
| _—_ him. on gogebn 
1015 4 206 44208 tor lis os at vil 


t A blind attach- | 
ment, three parts of his religion conſiſt 
in the ſtrict obſervance of certain little 
4 inſignificant forms and Habits, inſenfibly 
contracted and pertinaciouſly adhered to: 
the merit of which ke has f6 maghified 
in his own eyes, as to think abſolutely | 
indiſpenſable.” With theſe men or Wo- 
men (for there are Phariſces or bötk 
ſexes amongſt us), a thouſand noble and 
difintereſted acts of true 'goodnefs and 
benevolence, would ſearce atone for the 


breach of one puneriſio, wats k 
141 Fs. 


As Rligion; or What he thinks pro- eng 
per to ball ſo, conſiſts of certain rules — 
and precepts which he has laid down as 
the? only terms of ſalvation; be deems = 
che leaſt departure from them in others 
as utipardonable. As his mind is too Weak 
to adopt and embrace univerſal and cb 
ſiſtent righteouſneſs, ſo is it too hürro/ 
to comprehend unxverful charity; He is 
well affured, that there is but "ont dove; 
and that of his own conſtructiob, by 
wich men ean enter into the kingdom | 
of God; thoſe therefore who will” not 935 
follow him through it, can never be 
admitted at any other. The man who 
| doth not think with him, is in his opinion 
incapable of thinking at al, and the man 
who will not be faved hir way, 1 
W dea be fives at all. 
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Another infallible ak 
the Phatiſaical Chriſtian,” and which in 
er = . 
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smn. the eyes of a meek and humble Saviour, 
2 at once deſtroyed all their pretenſions to 
_ "_ Tighteouſneſs, is Pride, that high opinion 
which they always entertain of them - 
ſelves, with a ſovereign oontempt for all 
mme world beſide, Pride of every ans is 
1 totally irreconcileable with Chriſtia 
| e beer in egen auh 
oppoſite and contradictory to it; it is 
the dropſy of the mind, and like that 
for the moſt part incurable. A prince 
is never ſo proud as a pope; and a man 
of the higheſt rank and fortune, vill 
not behave with half. che ſvpereilious 
oſtentation of a monk or a methodiſt. 
The Phariſaical.Chriſtian, therefore, is 
of all beings the moſt pompous and the 
molt, diſagreeable; he aſſumes an air of 
confidence and ſeli importance, that 
& throws all humble. merit at an infinite 


diſtance from him; be conſiders himſelf 
as a. creature of a ſuperior order, and 
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paſſes hy liccmerkicand-towly: Chriſtian sn. 

with contempt and indifference, or per- _— 
f haps, which is worſe, treats him with a 
ſneer of inſulting pity; he comtmilerites 

your loſt ſtate, as irretrievably excluded 
. nd that wha PRA 
chance of eternal happineſs; for like the 
church of Rome he always conſines the 
goodneſs of God to the narrow limits of 
his dn fect, and charitably conſigns 
the reſt of mankind to everlaſting per- 
dition He: re e ons 
tlic Dir nt nern Rum BM Wi! . 
The Phariſaical Chriſtian is always 
ſeen in the beſt pew of the church, as 
places in the ſynagogues ; / he! affumes 
che power of directing in ſpiritual mat- 
ters, boek ame eee 


ao.. is everianally 3 mia his 
Vo. III. 27 0 I duty, 
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Thus in every pariſh where, the per- 
any influence, the miniſter, However 
irreproachable his conduct, however 
ſound; his doctrine may be, is held an n 

eſ teen. * I HL 16:dNwd 
16 ii ode howto Bowbouy 
The laſt diſtinguiſhing, mark of the 
Phariſaical Chriſtian, tliat leayen which 
leaveneth the whole lump, is Hypoerily'; 
a vice moſt abhorrent to the doctrine, 
and-moſt oppoſite to the character of our 
bleſſed Redeemer: this imitatien of 
ancient phariſaiſm is indeed the] moſt 
glaring folly, as well as the moſt atro- 

cious wiekedneſs: to diſſemble wich 
man may be venial, becauſe men diſ- 
ſemble with us; to diſſemble with man 
berg profitable, becauſo men may be 
Gn 9 deerived: 


1 | Ovithe Phvjccel Ori 195 
1 but to diflemble with 1 
Almighty, is both impious and unpro- * 

6 e It is impious, becauſe Gd 

ver dotb, or — 
eee eee. becauſe he is not 

to be deceived; deluded, or impoſed! on 

by us. Man, however, the Phariſaical 955 

nee conſtantly doth de- 

o ;by his pompous pretences to ex= 

amnitur piety and goodneſs... To the 

* jewel appears with a more ſpecious 

; mpg lplire;than the true; and ſo 

it is but too often with teligion and 

| . The kingdoms of men are too 

ooh beſieged and canquered by hypo- 

eriſy;/ but it can; never ſubdue, never 

ſo much as enter into the kingdom of 

God : it cannot be ſuppoſed that a God 
into hit preſence, who ſupport the cauſe 

of fraud and falſehood; it cannot be 


n ima- 


off - 4} 
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5 196 On the Phoriſaical * Chriſtian. ' 
SER. imagined, that the proud and baughty 


. will ever meet in the ſame place with 


- © 


of heaven is, as it doubtleſs oughwtobe; 


deſires, that ſeat of joy and happiheſs 


the low ly vale of humility; not through 


the meek and humble; that they vill 5 
ever be permitted, or if they were: per- 


rank with thoſe whom they had inſulted. 
or to aſſociate Pits thoſe Whom they had 
deſpiſed. e bus” 2145 ie 


489 63 7324/2104 Yaoq 48 wa 2a 


If then, my brethten the kingdom 


che gteat object of your wWilbes und 


which you are all in purſuit of, do not 
be led aſide into that broad but deceitful 
path which our Saviour hath aſſured yuu 
can never lead you to it. The road to 

this bleſſed habitation, lieth not, as the 

Phariſees have falſely directed you, ovet _ 
the lofty mountains of pride, but through 


the crooked and perplexing labyrinthis bf 
«G77 | - 2» » fraud 
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et dberetele your righteouſneſs be 
not only unlike, but totally different 
from and oppoſite to that of the Phart- 
ſees; avoid all pretences to extraordinary 
merit; contemn all idle ſingularity and 
affectation; deſpiſe hypocriſy, and abhor 
diſſimulation. Never be proud of what 
you are; never pretend to be what you 
are not; place not your ill- grounded 
hopes of future happineſs on the per- | 
formance of merely external duties, but 
on the ſteady, uniform, and regular prac- 
tice of your whole lives ; ſhew your zeal 
in the cauſe of religion, not by profeſſing, 
but by proving yourſelves true Chriſ- 
tians; do not boaſt that you are not like 
others, but endeavour ſo to ſpeak, and 
ſo to act, that others may with to be 
T3 


* 


198 On the Phar naa Chrifian, 


$833 like v ſo ſhall your! righteouſneſs far 
xe exceed the righteouſneſs,of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, and ye ſhall enter into che 


kingdotn of God: ye ſhall enter into a 
place where there ſhall be no pride or 
haughtineſs to oppreſsʒ no fraud or 
hypoeriſy to mmm we 
righteouſneſs and peace ſhall kits Sach 
other. 47 of 115 FF oy Sriq tel inn 
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. Thou halt nat follow a Multitude 10, de; 
9111 FA cry ts gs ren r nettgen 


90 ; rte 


Go great i: 13 the power of examp e, 045 SER M, 
"dangerous its prerogative, and + 3 x i 
exten five its influence over the human o | 
mind, that we can never be ſufficiently 
on our own guard againſt the evils which | 
it may create, and the inconvetiiencies 
that may ariſe kenn it. The defire of 
imi tation %*s perceivable, en from the 
moment of our birth, in all the faculties 
of our ſouls, and in 3tt the adios and 
emotions of our bodies, inſomuch, that 
every habit and geſture we acquire. and 855 
every ſentiment we expreſs, is but the PD 
copy or tranſelipt from thoſe who are 
2 about 


202 On fullwing the Mili. 
SERM. about us; it is a long time beſhes: we 


Thins. begin to Klo Add feel that we are free 
and accountable beings, and that it is 


— — 


incumbent on us to think and act for 
ourſelves; nan eyen when we are arrived 
at this neceſſary truth, do we retain the 
ſteady and "conſtant conviction of it; 
many have not the capacity, many have 
not the inclination, and many more | 
"not. that induſtry and vigilance. which 
are required in the diſcovery of truth, 
and in the practice of virtue: and bence 
i it ariſes, that ſo many of the blind fol- 
low their blinder leaders into ſin and 
miſery ; that ſo many are drawn. away 
inſenſibly, 0d miſled by a bad example 
into the commiſſion. of thoſe things 
Which their reaſon rejects as ridiculous 
and abi 
28 foful. and, Lord ; and the 
danger of the ſedu8ion muſt alyays riſe 
in proportion to the art and power of 
| | - the 
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moſt to be feared and avoided. There is 
ſomething in union and. ſociety, which 
ſtrongly recommends and en forces whats 
ever it would promote, gives a kind of 
ſanction to every, thing which it would 
patroniſe or protect; thoſe who follow 
the multitude are too apt to imagine that 
however a ſingle judgment might be 
miſled, numbers would not engage in 
the ſupport of error, and thus are they 
very eaſily miſled into the wilderneſs of 
many have agreed to tread in, and does 
not at the ſame time conſider that the 
man who went before him, was induced 
by the very ſame method of reaſoning, 
to ſtep into it: but ſurely before we ſet 
out on 5 3 it will 
98 ni ah ron 41it res) ee 


the ſeducer l khe, influence therefore of 588K. : 
an Hhyodging multitude is of all things == | 


aſs 


: | 5 | 
204 Onyollving he D- e 
kighty -becorne us to bonſider under 
SU whole direction We men 


20 i babe tan how 2-244 Rota 


L n en 9 Whöm we ſo WII. 


lnigly follow? or Who is this" maſter 


Wbom we ſo implieitly obey? A guide 
no doubt well able to direct; a" maſter 


aſſert the direct Contrary" Wilk they 
not tell us, that this Seide 10 an ee 


very fit tö command; büt will reaſon 
acknowledge this, or will” experience 


confitm it? Do they not both warm)) 


rant and bold impoſtor, aud little able 
to ſive” others from deluſion, that it ß 


| Hſelf Petpetualiy deldded?" & mier üb 


unfit to rule, that it hath in all ages been 


Itſelf a ſlave to the worſt of men; à mere 


inſtrument in the hands of the wicked, 


to ſerve in the cauſs of vice and folly? 


Shall we then be led by that which can- 
not guide itſelf, and governed by that 
which cannot 1 itſelf ? One would 

think 


Ls 


Ks 


think ovr pride alone were ſufficient to SER. | 
{ſecure us from this danger; and that — f 
men would not voluntarily ſubmit to be F 
ſlaues of thoſe vrhom they might cm- 
mand, and dupes to.thoſs whom they 
. ee S 0 on belt Grief "= 


A; | | bie 20404 n {i763 


There is not any thing which ſo de- 
baſes the human underſtanding, as a 
tame, implicit, ſubmiſſion to the will of 
others, without the leaſt previous trial 
or examination ; it is the infallible mar 
of a timid and ſervile, or of a weak and 
lethargic mind; it is indeed: little leſs 
than at once to give up all the privileges 
of our t e degrade our very 
being. Ai er 610115 01 borrwnded ng ; 
e bt Se d web boo. bas 15d. 
We ſhould conſider, that by follows 
ing the multitude, we give up all pre 
tenſions to knowledge and underſtand · 
"go" that we acknowledge our infe- 

2 | riority, 


. 2 riority, and bear witneſa to our donn 
oo ignorance and incapaefty achat if we'gs 
even if we go right we have no merit: 
thus we are fure of puniſtimbnt on the 
one hand, and on the . 
tain no hopes of reward. 45 
b c Haide gun: gag zan i 2221] Ti 
Let us/ moreover reflects! that whe 
not eaſy to Jeparits outſelves/fromir. 
Cuſtom rivets' our chains ſo faſt, chat 
they are not ſoon, or without n 
broken ge v. or ſhalcen off. RH 1s! 


en ac e . n e 7 2 


A mind ſeverely warped by prejudice, 
and habituated to error, is like a body 
bent and bowed down by age and infir- 
mities, and neither can be reſtored to its 
original rectitude, but by that divine 
power which created them bot. 
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The fcllowers of fuſhion, and the FRM. 

votaries of vice, by a perpetual diligas wo 

tion of thought, by a conſtant round of F 

vanity, make themſelves -ablwlutely ulifit | 
to move in any other circle. By a per- ; 

corrupt! world, we | become too well 
acquainted; with its fraud and treachety:; | 

of art and of men, that we, forget 

the far nobler productions of natute and 
of N 
„ ee eee | 
themſelves, that ſociety is the mother of 
ſafety, that there is alwiys' the beſt ſhel- 
ter in a/ cicwd, and that the authority 
of millions is ſufficient reaſon for ſiding 
with them. But furely whatever ill. 

+ grounded hopes we may place in the 

mene n ern fad. * 

1 08 Seck batted} oum 
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ab — 
sz in a bad neren 0 us 
* 
— the wicdor y. Nin 14% 
5 Ado beugt asd exe aud) ta do 
The multitude on out fdeis, a 
poor excuſe . for our follies when w. 
eee, ber eee e 
indifferent conſolation to us when we 
ſiffer for them i if we trample on the 
4 commandments of God, and offend that 
Almighty; power who made;ius,; it ig 
not the number of fellow criminals 
which can nn b⁰οee 


— —— 


rt; 


Ale 8 e e 
ſovereign, a ſtronger claim to his indul · 
gence, becauſe their allies are numerous, 
and their armies formidable? Would ãt 
not rather induce; him with more; ſeve- 
rity, to puniſh their pride, and chaſe. 
tiſe their inſolence? Will the moſt 
gracious ſovereign pardon one rebel, be- 
cauſe thouſands have engaged in the 
| | ſame 


* 


* 5 


— 


. 355 | 
ame: bauſe wih Bim? or is the jult zan 1 05 
maſter obliged to forgive one ſervint, 5 

becauſe all the reſt have e a. Mi 
obeyed him? el BL att #544 as n 1 ; 2 
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ri EN we ſay to our King, 
or What thall we plead to our maſter? | | 
If ſinners intice thee, ſays the wiſe man, | 
conſent thou not—but we have con- 
ſented: Be not conformed 10 this tbr 
we have conformed to it in every 
atticle: Love not the world—we have 
loved it, and what is more unpardon- 
able, neither loved nor reſpected any 
thing elſe, not even him who made it; 
and can we then expect forgiveneſs, 
becauſe ſo many have offended? | 


There was a time we know,” when 
all mankind were become abominable, 
and all fleſh had corrupted its way upon 
earth; and what was the fatal conſe- 

Vol., III. P - quence? 


219 | 
 SERM-quence ? It was ſwallowed up by. an 
9 deluge. 102 65 2h udo ESN 
K f 5 Rat 341 tis et! 
| Gol 4 Sodom, becauſe they 
were all wicked who inhabited it, and 
brought Iſrael to captivity,, becauſe they 
were all, as the prophet ſays, grigyous 
revolters. . {vet oak IC e 


L Sri on” Ween ane Ae 
0 On n ſo fond is man- 
kind of running into extremes, we have 
lately ſeen, and continue every day to 
ſee, a ſet of frantic. enthuſiaſts, who 
under the pretence of avoiding the errors 
of this faſhionable multitude, have them- 
ſelves. conſtituted another multitude, per- | 
haps equally dangerous to ſociety, and 
the intereſts of true religion; a multi- 
tude who hold, or pretend to hold in 
abhorrence the commiſſion of evil; who 
are ſo over righteous as totally to con- 


demn every innocent amuſement and 


oo bebe lle Mallituds 


cheerful relaxation, aud together with SERM; 
the 1 fyllies and impertinencies, avs wary 
ſhaken off all the ſocial and relative * 
duties of life, to give themſelves up * 
intirely, not to acts, but to ſpecious 
proteſtations of piety and devotion ; who 
make a merit of abſtaining from what is 
forbidden, and at the ly time . 

what is commanded. en T1048 1 


211 
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I need not obſerve; to you how many 

follow this multitude, nor is it I believe 

leſs evident that the followers of it, what 
ever they may imagine themſelves em- 
ployed in, will be found in the __ to. 

do evil. 5 
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That. 3 are crowded, and 
churches thinned, by theſe pernicious | 
ſectaries, is too. noggrious ;| but at the 
ſame time, it is no infallible ſign that 
they are in the right; for alas! if num- 

| P 2 42 bers 


212 


— the Mute 


-$DRK. bers- were to determine in iii 


us 


N 
— bow poor a figure would Chriſtianity 


make in the known world, whilſt Popety, 
Mahometaniſm, and even, Paganiſm, are 
in my HO Wine to it. 


12 641 i 20 


22 mur ibis Fs in a religion as it ig 


in every thing in which we are concern- 


ed; faſhion will dictate, example will 


influence; pretenders ſtart up in every 


5 art and ſeience ; quacks will be liſtened 
to, and preſcribe: in divinity as well as in 


phyſic, and whatever confident impoſ- 
tors aſſert, there are always fools enough 
to believe them; but truth after all will 
break through the clouds of error and 


prejudice, and ſhine forth in its native 


ſplendour.. 


6 eh) + : 5 | „ 1 
Let us then, mygþrethren,. redeem the 
time; let not gs of bad example 

igt gan influ- 


a 1 
— * 
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| adhs, abr the power of faſhion be- $82 
tray us. Suflitieſs and conternpt of the * 
world ĩs not goodneſs or religion; and on | 


| theother hand; a fervile compliance with 
belliſh the charms” of virtus, but not to 
rival and ſuppla 
politeneſs alone the rule of their actions, 
are like thoſe architects who prefer the 


— _ GH fri 10 


4, 
TTL Wers * ' +65 4.5 {3:4 


We are got 20 a oli, frivolous 


| way of ſpending time; let us get out of 


it as faſt as we can; he that: deſpiſeth 


little things, ſays the wiſe man, hal! 


fall iy ine and Hittle: let us then ſhake 
off the chains of that tyrant, cuſtom, and 


thitikz- and ſee, and act for ourſelves; if 


we want kita ki eee gfe 
TY Ho a "T4 eee 
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ther; and ſuch as make 


ornaments and delicacy to the TOME 
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Let us 0 eee idle, 
thoughtlels crowd, WhAean only dra 
us into the paths of fin and · ſorow, but 
chooſe an able pilot ho will condu@#us 
to * ben peacb ind an 
30901672 t N n * 
There is, my brethren, Geil ex- 
it which we ought to follow, even 
the great ſtandard of perfection, Jeſus 
Chriſt the righteous; if we follow a mul- 
titude we , muſt do evil, if we follow 
Chriſt we muſt do good ; here; and here 
only, to give up our on judgment, muſt 
be meritorious, to yield up our.reaſon will 
be an acceptable ſacrifice: here wemmay 
part with our wiſdom withour: ke, 
and our knowledge without-tegretÞ be- 
cauſe his wiſdom is better able to guide, 
his knowledge more extenſive to direct 
| us; 


65 . N 28 e: * * 


Os felling the Multtade. 215 


us; let us intreat him therefore to enliſts EK AM. 
us under his banner, to take us into the — | 
number of his faithful followers, to lead 
us into all truth here, and finally to con- 
duct us to en joy and happineſs 
hereafter. 
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„ Tus. IV. . * 15 | | 
>» ID) Watch thou m . all things... 


„ 
” | £ 


[10144 $743 is "Wks V. 6. 5 1 
Let us ii flee as th uber tg Jt ua watch, 
1 | and be ber, 


_ « : 


HERE cinnot be an ei. 
* more worthy of a grate fil and e ' 
generous mind, cha to trace the goad- 
neſs and power of the Almighty, conti- 
nually diſplaying and exerting itſelf for | 
the benefit of mankind to obſerve. me”. - | 
ſame active energy which created, ſtil! J 
continuing to preſerye and ſuſtain, the ö 
univerſe; 3 to remark that the gye of 
God is always watchful over the works 
of his hands; and that all the powers 


of nature, in imitation of their divine We 
Author, | 1 


220 0 Vigilance, © . 


$88. Author, are perpetually performing 
— the. various parts aſſigned them, and 
contributing towards the ſupport of the 
whole viſible erłation. By that ĩnſtinct, 

with which God hath thought fit to 

endow the animal world, every creature 

knows how to guard and defend itſelf” 

againſt all that can diſtreſs or annoy 

it; hath an innate horror and averſion 

to every thing that can be prejudicial to 

it; is taught by nature to be 1 its 
— guard againſt every foe, and to'be al- 

ways anxious and vigilant for its own” 


preſervation. ' As far therefore as inte- 
rx reſt and nature go, that is to ſay, as far | 


as God, whoſe inſtruments theſe are, 
doth guide and direct, ſo far all is night · 
The means are adequate to the end; 
order; barmony, and proportion are ob- 
ſerved: but no ſooner doth God let go 
the reins of government, and man is 


. 5 5 left 
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left boat fur himſelf; but all is diſorder, M 


anarchy, and con fuſion: though he is . 

furniſhed with arms; ſufficient to defend 

himſelf, yet doth he for the moſt part 

either lay down thoſe arms and become 

a voluntary ſlave, or turns them witngn 
ill-judged and ill · drected ſtrengtli and ne- 

tivity againſt himſelf; he is either not 

vigilant, or vigilant to a bad end, or Vis 

gilant to no end at all. He is induſtrious 

in procuring that which can only be 

pernicious to him, or he is totally idle 

and unpardonably remiſs in the ſearch 

of that on which alone his intereſt and < 

his happineſs muſt depend. 8 


When we ſeriouſly conſider what va- 
riety of accidents, temptations, and miſ- 
fortunes, we are all liable to, what 
ſnares are laid for us, what foes we 
have to combat, and what dangers we 
=y every hour expoſed to, we ſhall 
| | doubtleſs 


| 222 On me, 


SER. doubtleſs be obliged to acknowledge, 
A, that the hort but important adyice: of 
the Apoſtle, in my text, cannot perhaps 
be too frequently repeated, or too warms | 

iy Wann mendes to us. WJ n 


. " 
g 8 
* * 


ln points of importance we can never 
be too cautious; danger we know is the 
daughter of ſecurity, and preſumption 
the parent of repentance; there is oſten 
the moſt danger where the leaſt is ap- 
prehended, and the ſtronger demand for 
vigilance, where we allow the weakeſt 
exertion of it. ; 5 %.0 W 
We are attacked with heat and vio- 
lence on every fide, and ſhould therefore 
be armed at all points; and we may reſt 
aſſured, that if there is the leaſt opening in 
our armour, the enemy will moſt certainly 
point his arrows at it. The fortreſs which 
is not wy invaded by foes from without, 
but 


„ — 
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but Fu allo traitors and rebels withio, SERM, 
can hardly eſcape; and this is; Wat. 

tunately for us, the miſerable condition 

of our on hearts, ſin and Satan at- 
tacking, the world and our paſſions be- 

traying us; do we not then, in ſo deſperate 
a ſituation, ſtand in need of the utmoſt 
We ſecure and ene 0 Qs 
chice Stine "11 4.7251 
a day and every . Rk "FAN 

us how neceſſary it is to be watchful 
in regard to all our temporal concerns; 
fraud and treachery are continually em- 

ployed in finding out new methods of 
deceit, to amuſe the indolent and un- 
wary, inſomuch that it is almoſt as diffi- 
cult to preſerve the good things of this 
life, as it is to acquire them; the harm- 
leflneſs.of the Dove is by no means ſuf- 
ficient to protect, unleſs the. wiſdom of 
the ſerpent be called in to 1 and de- 
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e Witheut ee aan @tuaciſh the 
>— health of the body cannot poſhbly be 
' preſerved ; it is this which gives ſtrength 


and agility to our limbs, maintains the 
due balance in the powers of nature, 
gives a glow, ſpirit, and beauty, to every 
feature; and, in ſhort, animates and invi- 
gorates the whole frame; and in like man · 
ner vigilance is the exerciſe of the mind, 
without which the knowledge it ac- 
quires will ſoon be extinct, and the 
ſores, which it hath laid in, will ſoon be 
exhauſted; its powers will gradually fink 
into inaction, and all its faculties in- 
ME Jak „ S005 $9 ec 


Whereas on ciao hand, if pats 
and regularly employed, it grows ſtrong- 
er by labour, and extended by exertion; 
the more danger it encounters, the more 
able is it to withſtand them ; ſucceſs 
increaſes, conqueſt and confidence ſe- 
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eures victory: thus it ade to ſub- abn. 
due, whilſt there is an enemy to oppoſe, * 


and never gives up the field whilſt there | 
ep han to ER.” 
Who is it that becomes learhef l- 
He who is vigilant and induſtrious; who 
is ready to embrace the precepts of the 
wiſe and ſedulous, to procure the in- 
ſtruction of the learned; who applies 
himſelf with diligence and affiduity to 
the works of thoſe who have diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves in paſt times; who 
ſtudies with care and attention the vo- 
lumes of antiquity; who never throws 
away an hour on trifles, luxury, or ex- 
travagance, but is always buſied in 
knowledge, and employed in the gra- 
dual improvement of his underſtanding. 


>” 
* p * 
4 N. 


To what then is the learned man 
indebted for his treaſures alſo, but to 
9 Ii. Q Be his 


ff 226 3 On Fig 150. | 755 
. his vigilance oo afiguity in the, acqui- 
bros ate Non i F an, 75 ite nd 


3 Who Þ i hos rich — The 
+: y man who is watchful after all the means 
| gf affluence ; embraces very; occaſion; 
lays hold of every opportunity; who 

marks down every accident and occur- 

XP rence by which his neighbour, roſe to 
3 proſperity, and carefully avoids thoſe 
| | ſhoals and quickſands on which the for- 
eee 

: | Pat fa SVM 

Who is it that becomes. preat ad 

| powerful ?—The. man who watches the 

motions, and knows the folds and wind- 

ings. of the human heart; whoſe. eye 

can trace the infirmities ;; whoſe under- 

ſtanding can dive. into the. thoughts of 

others ; who is always vigilant, active, 


and induſtrious, Fd 1 
5 7 + {5M 
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4 us , uſeful, and thus A 49 
the advices of the Apoſtle. in the com- 
mon concerns of life. Let us examine 


, then; whether that induſtry, which i is 
ſo uſeful in our temporal and worldly 
affairs, may not be Kill more ſo in re- 
gard to what is of infinitely more im- 
portance and concern, our eternal hap- | 
pineſs. Whether the ſame methods 
which men make uſe of to become wiſe, 
rich, and powerful, would not alſo en- 

able them to become what is infinitely 
better, —wiſe, and good. Whether that 
vigilance which enſures pleaſure aud 
proſperity, might not enſure to us the 


far nobler poſſeſion- — wiſdom and 
virtue. | | 


erg. 


Ern doth but contribute togmake us be 


* 


with regard to the uſe we make of our 
« / : * 5 5 f 4 7 ; 
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That induſtry, which Fo u alt; 


" ſlaves of a mt, 4b e x 
ſecure our freedom from it, and half the 
pains which men take to become guilty, 
would be more on ne N 
them innocent. 


Let us 5 then, my brethren, ſleep 
ds do others. And firſt, I think, we 
ſhould be extremely vigilant and careful 


2dly, We ſhould be vigilant and care 
ful with regard to the connections and 
friendſhi wo we enter into. 


And il regar NO ikea 'of 
our time, it will become us to conſider, 
time is a precious talent, intruſted to 


our care; God will certainly one day 


9 ww 
b 1 1 ö call 
| ; . ; 


. * 
- * , . j 
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upon . demand of us, f in bete 
3 we have employed its he * 
not give it us, that we might ſquan- 
der it away A trifling amuſements, in 
a round of faſhionable follies, but that 
we ſhoulg lay at out in the i improve= 
ment of our faculties, i in purchaſing the 
r dang; and in th cons | 
© ſlant and heady execution ofyhis' com- 
_ mapdmients, Our glaſs runs, as ĩt were, : 
75 * but Gr 7 an hour, and we ſhould be care- 
+ ful to-watch every 1 ny 1 885 
Fo . 
11 not the kives of bad WON" 
- therefore, with us from our duty; let” 
us be awake to all the offices of huma- 
nity, all the acts of devotion, all the 
function of. our profeſſion and calling ; 
not Mich 's, indolenr,, and inactive, but 
lr the divine Being, active and benefi- 
cent, employing our time in ſomething * 
| 423 Ky _ * ſerviceable __ 


3 to man, or expreſſive of 8 
— reliance on, ing] I Godt * 


e litt, 8% 1603 28 7. neee 


When we. ebe the Mfpotic power 
of cuſtom, and the extenſive. influence 
c of example, we are no e rint Mt Toſs, 
ro account for thepanultirude of thoſe: 
Who we in. the maze 275 error, -oph, 


Wo hi fps x | thoſe whom! y we Wen 
and eſteem; ſo willing are we. rathes o 
be miſled by others, than take the pains . 
| ourſelves to find qut the right way, that 

we may perhaps even venibre. to aflert; ; 

that where one man goes Wron "by. 
choice, hundreds do it from example, 
| and thouſands from .indolence, „Tobe 


carried on our jourhey by aur f tyler, als 


a2 much pleafanter "yy. off 
than to take the reins into rg 


bade; and 4 e 2 che OY ö 
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much eaſier than to ſtem che tor- SERA 5 
2 641 Satt. HY ip 4951 20 01 3 1 * N 
rent. | 8% F 4 12 


28 8514 ar ac 2591719 9 he 
Bs ſober therefore, be vigilant—Let 
us ot fleeh'as do-others, bus watch and be 
ſober z aur "adverſary, the" devil, oer Ut, 
bali uten be may de; he need not 
indeed. ſeek long, for we ate ready 
enough to meet him half way: ;/ our | 
weakneſs, however, doth not in the leaſt 
abate or leſſen his vigilance; ; he is per · 1 
| petually ſoliciting our paſſions with 
every thing that can pleaſe and indulge 
them, ſetting before us temptations. of 
every kind, finding out id ſoothing 
the.ruling eee. in ſhort, omit- | 1 
| e eee . | 1 
en, FSi 55 114 ans: 7 
Such is our hard lot in this world, 
that all evil is in its nature pregnant 
and fertile, ant the little good we have 
d boat of among us barten and un. 
dip, Q fruitful. | We 


= 
& 


\ 7 J 
4 : "7's . 
: 3. 


232 a o, Een, 


SERM. fruitful, Health is Gogle, it ann 
Ke — part itſelf to others, or diffuſe its ſweets: | 
whilſt, on the other hand, plagues, 
diſtempers, and Aiſenſtes, are dangerous, 
from the infection they carry with 
them; they ſpread their contagion on 
every ſide, and multiply the misfortunes. 
and ſorrows of magkind: and thus it 
is too in regard to virtue aud vice. With 
What rapidity does error, when once 
Propagated, ſpread irſelf- chrough"all | 
ranks and degrees of men! how do or 
ruption and iniquity, when they have 

once crept · into ſociety, contaminate tlib 
Whole maſa bf the people, and convey 

their poiſon into every limb 1: The eye of 

malevolenge is ſharp-· and piercing, ſpies | 
out the blemiſhes of a character with 
wonderful acuteneſs and ſagacity, whilſt, 
what we generally term good nat 
ture, can ſcatce ever, or, if ever, with 
tbe utmoſt difficulty, diſcover and diſtina 
| | 5 
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 Falchood will ay, as ir were, on the 
wings of the wind, and carry its tales 
tu every corner of the earth; whilſt 
truth lags behind; her eps, though | 
ſureg are flow and ſolemuę and ſhe has 
neither vigour nor activity enough to 
purſue and overtake her enemy. Vice, 
to ſay the truth, that mean and ſervile 

thing, Which has no right to command. 
no authority to direct, doth by mere 
dint of induſtry and vigilanco preſide 
over and aud: wing view, which 


| power, Pal at the helm, ad uw 
the ſhattered veſſel to the merey of the 
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pains which the profligate and licentious - 


Bid any of bob few petfuBions which 653M 
en is N of W — 
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10 of His heart, and leaves the victory and 
the triumph to h is infulting rival. Al 


avg 
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een will ae 0 draw over the EY 
-w— and: virtuous to his party, to make Him 


the companion of his follies, and lead 
bim into a participation are 2 
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Obſerve the free-thinker and the infi- 


7 aff 40 5 he 


; 46) with what warmth he expreſſes him- 


ſelf, with what vehemence he exchims 
— abril 
he cette ey Anverte to his opinion; 
and new followers of his doctrine; whilſt 
che cold and labs tattever wrüpr Hüft 
ſelf up with eareleſſueſs in the integrity 


the ſtores of ſcience are drained, all the 
powers of eloquence are exhauſted. to 


point out and adorn the charms of folly, 
vice, and atheiſm; ; whilſt ſcarce a hand 
* Kretohed but, or a * heard, to 
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gion and virtue... eee 2 No 
not 9 No ud * 10% h bbs n 
Shall we not theti ay bine ge 
our part; at leaſt endeavour uf pe n= = 
duſtry over to the ſidesf e eee 
not man be as vigilant to 


; motions, and be Fübrded- gift, t. 


attacks of vice; let in Watch the open 
4 attack of our bold and febellicus pac- 


„ 7 
own welfare and — San 
Satan are to ſecute -kis df ᷑e „ 1 
u uus then flech as ds others; ene e +> I 
watch: gnd- be fabars let u wat the * ., (73, 


m—_— above all, bed 6s Eitel "the". 


ret Halles, the Gatigetous ffir 
- our own treacherous and devine harte 
let us deteRt, ſubdue, und . 
or «which is ſtill more debrable, fill . 
more glorious, win them over to- our 
true. intereſt, \Prſuage, eite, ad 
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| 588M. We ought not ſurely to be a tiloiment 
frail and tranſitory beings we are, when 

| this very ur, our ſouls may be requir- 

ell of us; ſhould we not then be careful 

to have u ready trimmed: when 

the bridegrohm cometh ? We know not 

the time when, the Lord ſhall appear: of 

2 mat day au hour, Inoweth no man, "as a 

fu it ball come am all them that are en 

„ the face dB aan „ NI; 
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„ ald Je. dene, „„ 
that ye may be accounted worthy to cfeape all 
Salon to paſs, and » Av. 
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elegance and propriety, pointed out to 

us, in one ſhort ſentence, two of the 
greateſt and. moſt- diſtinguiſhing attri- 

bdutes of God, his Omnipreſence and 

© Omniſcience ; the ſerious and devout” 

conſideration of which united and inſe- 

| parable perfections, cannot but conſpire 
to raiſe in us the moſt noble, -worthy 

and exalted idea of the ugg oe OE 


1 do 43 14 o 

3 muſt . be 1 (be beſt, 

though poor excuſe for inattention to a 
truth ſo important) that confined as we 
: © pH - are | 
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8ERM. are. within, the {mall compaſs of this 
wee ſublunary world, and encircled by the 


/ 


h als whole viſible: creation... 


narrow bounds of human knowledge, we 


are too apt td meaſure the powers of the 
Almighty by the unequal ſcale of our 


| own limited capacities. Our horizon 18 


quickly termingted, and becauſe we can- 
not ſee for ourſelves, we think it beyond 


the power of Omnipotened itſelf, to en- 


large the proſpect. We cannot eakily. 


conceive a being extending itſelf through 
all ſpace, yet whole and undivided; | 
preſent at every period of time in every 
place; operating in every mode and 


decay ; comprehending at one view, all 


the various parts of the vaſt and bound- 


leſs univerſe, - and whilſt it remains 
itſelf inviſible, diffuſing its influence, 
operating, enlivening and invigorating 


Tt 


be Iris, notwithſtanding, arthe ſame time, nx. 
 {ndifpurable, that if tliere is 2 God, he >— - 
ſeient; he muſt ſee all things, or he 

cannot poſſibly be able to rule over, to 

| govern, / -and to direct them. 7 fir. HIEW?) 
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Amongſt all thoſe abſurd and JH 
cious notions, which were ſo warmly 
embraced and propagated i in the heathen 
world, there is not perhaps one 10 tidi- 
culous, and withal ſo derogatory: of the 
divine honour, as the doctrine attributed 
to Epicurus and his followers, who 
were weak enough to believe, or wicked 
enough to endeavour to make others be- 
lieve, that the ſuperiority of the divine 
nature; conſiſted merely in an emp- 
tion from care and ſolicitude; in reſt, 
flothfulneſs, and à total inaQivity® in 
purſuance of this ſtrange opinion, they 
repreſented their Gods as utterly uncon- 
Vol., Ul R © cerned - 
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| 242 On the Ontjimee of Gd 'S 
*SERM. oerned about the happineſs or miſery'of 
— mankind, not in the leaſt intereſted or 
ſolicitous in regard to their preſervation; 
enjoying themſelves (if ſuch could be 
deemed enjoyment) in uninterrupted 
peace, in a cold and lifeleſs tranquillity, 
leaving 'at the ſame time every thing 
here below to the guidance of chance, 
fate, or they knot/ not What inviſible 
powrer which preſided over human affairs, 
and kindly relieved them of the cares of 
"IP „N LM Foe Hoa)» 
Ar rt A 
That deities a idle 0 unworthy 
of the ſtation aſſigned them, ſhould meet 
with votaries as idle and as unworthy as 
themſelves, will ſcarcely afford matter 
ol ſurpriſe or admiration to us; nor can 
we therefore wonder to find the heathen 
world at that time ſunk. in indolence and 
luxury, careleſs of their conduct and | 
behaviours the ſlaves in enn 
159 3 A-1 vice 
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W ee children of che God of 
Iſrael, that the enlightened. followers of 
a crucified Saviour and. Redeemer, thoſe - 
who acknowledge their ſteadfaſt belief 
in one unchangeable, active, beneficent 
power, in whom, and through whom, 
they move and live, and have their being, 
who every day and every hour experi- 
ence his-goodneſs, and may if they will 
be conſcious that be is ever preſent with 
them: that they alſo ſhould forget that 85 
he is omnipreſent and omniſcient, may 

well indeed raiſe our wonder and affoniſh- = 

ment: that they ſhould adopt as ſo many 

do, theſe Epicurean principles, that the 
ſhould imagine that their God alſo doth | 
not concern himſelf-in the conduct of 
human affairs; that he is not about their 
path and about their bed, and ſpying 
R A2 dut 
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Su l. out al hee ways, is, we muſt on; 
— * cannot eaſily be accounted for. * 


* 
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e ſlumbers nor ſleeps, a Being who 
doth not leave the work of his hands to 
the ſuperintendance of chance or fate, 
but preſides over, and protects that world 
which he hath made; a Being to whom 
all hearts are open, all deſires knqwn, 
and from whom no; ſecrety are hidden; 
wbo therefore, whatever vain ſuggel- 
tions pride may inſpire us with, can 
never be impoſed on, deceived, or de- 
luded by us: is it not ſtrange then, that 
whilſt we buſy, ourſelves, i in trifles, the 
meaneſt and moſt. inconſiderable, and 
turn our eyes on every little ſpectacle 
which may amuſe, or divert us, an object 
ſo noble, and a ſpectacle ſo glorious as 
1 Creator, and Lone God, ſhould ſo fre- 
40 4 Kin quently - 
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455 {9 it doth, amen abſer- s av. L 
vation? Fang: wy 

— 

To what ſhall - we attribute ſuch a 
perverſe igatteptian to that which is 
of the utmoſt concern to us? To what 
| can? e attribute it, but * that pride 
and (els ſulſiithoy, which is the, cor- 

ruption and Gilgpace 'of human nature ? | 
Ad man is à moſt proud, and moſt inſd - 
lent being, as he doth himſelf look down 
with” ſcorn,” contempt, and inſenſibility. 
on the inferzor part of the creation; it is 
not ipal but chat he may judge of 
- the Almighty from his owͤn weak and 
imperfect nature's he may imagine that 
God is too great and too exalted to look 
| wy upon, ors take into his bands 
4 the | guidance « of. human affairs; that 
: thereface he i 1s fate; in the commiſſion. of 

| ys * for the Lord will not {eq 
6-5 R 5” Ig Ts - them, 

5 | 


"> 
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246 | Oh Once of God, 


SERM. them, neither ſhall the God of Uſrael 


hes regard them. 


* 


But it will highly become him to 


5 conſider, that a judgment ſo raſh will 


greatly heighten his guilt, aud enflame 
his puniſhmght': it will become him to 
conſider, that God id juſt, merciful, 
and beneficent being; that he thinks 
nothing beneath his notice, whatever 
we may think beneath our own; and 
that though he is exalted above the 
heaven of heavens, he doth, notwith- 
_ ſanding, humble himſelf to behold the 
things which are done LEN he _ 
dren of « men. F 21 | 


| To A is ever- preſent 
with us, is a certein and infallible fign 
that we have no regard or eſteem” for 
bim. When the affections are ſtrongly 


attached to any thing, the idea of that 
Carling. 


den mi & G 445 


darling object is perpetually offering it- SERA, 


how far ſoever it may be removed from 
or place can ſeparate, or diſunite it from 
the mind, which dwells upon it conti- 
nually with ſecret, joy, and contemplates 
it with unſpeakable fatisfaRion ; objects, 
on the other hand, which are either in- 
different, or diſguſtful to us, we natu- 
rally avoid when abſent, and when pre- 
ſent deſpiſe ; thoſe whom we have no 
love or value for, may talk to us for a 
long time without being heard; aſſociate 
and converſe with us, and at the very 
time be neither ſeen nor regarded by us: 
and in the ſame manner, he who loveth 
God, and he only, can bebold him: the 
beſt means therefore of bringing him to 


our fight, is to reſerve a place for him 
in our hearts; whilſt he that either con- 
e ee Rev © 5140. OG 


ſelf to the imagination, inſomuch, that 


0 dhe, 


e remns, ot ſtatjds in dread af, will a 
| — ien him. ! 5.9 "043; 


* 
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The caſe le is plainly and inks | 
ably thus 2. God is to be ſeen. i in every 
thing that is around us, heard in the 
voice of every creature, felt in every 
motion, and read, in ſhort, in every page 
of the great volume of the univerſe; but 
men are weak, perverſe, obſtinate, blind; 
ſome are unable, ſome are unwilling, 
thouſands are totally nn about 
ſceing him. e n CU HE IO 56) 

MAN e Gee i 22000 

The fooliſh man hath not the ineli- 
nation; the guilty man hath not the 
courage to look up to him; ambition 
dazzles our eyes, pleaſure blinds, riches 
impair and weaken them. Thoſe who 
are in the purſuit of folly, do. not wiſh: 
to ſee that God who would retard them 
in their courſe ; and thoſe who have 


already 


0 beben f 4 w_ 


deb be it, are very — 


to behold a being who would puniſh 
them for it. But what is till more ex- 
traordinary, is, that the ſame man who 
diſbelieves, or is inſenfible of his pre- 
ſence at one time, will yet be very wil- 


. 


1 


ling to acknowledge it at another; when 
we are engaged in the commiſſion of fin, . 


we endeayour to remove him as far from 
us as poſſible z but when we are * 
preſſed by calamities, which perhaps are 
the conſequences of that fin, we ow 
to find him near, and ready to relieve 
us: we would have bim blind to our 
faults, but not to our neceſſities; his 
eyes ſhut on our iniquities, but his ears 
open to our prayers; always abſent, in 
ſhort, when we dread his diſpleaſure, and 
always preſent when we flap i in k ned 
of his protection. Its 
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250 On the Onniſcience'of God: 
* conſideration of thoſe · motives which 
Ped induce men to diſpute the omniſcience 


of Gods nebst adtateadich 
will reſult to us RS 
eee i 


_ * 


When ne] th bree is oyer 
cas he is for the moſt. part du- 


tiful and obedient; he is cautious of 


offending, ſedulous to pleaſe, and ready 
to ſerve and oblige him but no ſooner 


is he left at liberty, and the maſter dey 
parted from him, but the ſervant waxeth 


ſlothful and remiſs, neglects his buſi- 


neſs, and becomes by degrees utterly 
eee Mites his intereſt or ſuccoſi· 


5 


And again, Wbün the child is under 
the tuition, and under the joſpection of 
his parents, he is ſeldom guilty of very . 
heinous crimes, or flagrant enormities 3 ; 


he hath an awe rr veneration of them, 
| which 


* 


cine G age 2 
whichſerves to direct his conduct, and pre- SERM. 
ſerves him from the ſnares of vice which —— 
are ſpread round about him: but if he | 
chances, like the prodigal, to leave his 
father, guide, and directors, he greatly 
deviates nr ping: e dee and 
na into 3 and run. W An | 


""* Le us then 12755 the esd 
to the matter here before us: Is not 
God the great Lord and Maſter, the 
general parent and protector of all man- 
kind? and are we not every one of us his 
children and ſervants? Hath he not 
graciouſly condeſcended to guide us 
through this dangerous life, where we 

are beſet with ſnares on every ſide, and 

walk, as Solomon ſays, as it were on the 
battlements of the city? Is he not therefore 
always with us? Earthly maſters we 
know may be tyrannical and oppreſſive: 
earthly parents, partial and unjuſt; if 
Ne: willing 
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| 252 On the Onniſciones of God, | 

BY | 883M willing, they mey not be able, and if 
able, not always willing to direct dur 
footſteps aright; they cannot be always 
preſent, and ma very cifily be ſnatched 
from us: but God can, and will, and 
- muſt bealways preſent with us i nothing 
can divide or diſunite us from this great 
patron, parent, maſter ; neither death nor 
, mor angeln nor  principalities, mr 
| powers, nor, things. preſont, nor things o 
© come, ur height, nor depyh,. nor any, crea- 

ture ball be able to ſeharate us from the 
love Yue een Mer 
Lord. F * 


* * 


When we conſider hay. very few of 
our actions will ſtand the teſt of human 
examination, or bear the ſerutiny and 
narrow inſpection even of our fellow 
5 creatures, how can we bear the thought 
| of laying them open to our great Creator? © 


eee e 


Wet mut be the alarming bee sg. 
of the guily, when he reflects, that 
amongſt all thoſe evil .aQions. which; he 
hath committed; ali the idle, profane, 
impious words which he hath uttered; 
all the looſe and ſinful thoughts which 
he hath encouraged ; there is not one 

but that \thow: O Lordi knoweft them 
altogether ' when he comes to reflec | 
that Whilſt he took ſo much pains td 
conceal his crimes from the eyes of 
mortals, choſe of God were alt the while 
bent and fixed with indignation. upon 
bit 
0 Andr 105 9. ee ee 

| | That God, ever abi aw path, 
ak about our bed, and fpieth out all . + 
ways, is one of thoſe few inyariable 

truths which it is in our power to attain, 

and which we ſhould conſtantly keep i in 

our minds; becauſe a ſteady and habi- 

1 2 my of 'the new > proſe, could 


* 


— f cantding its influence over 
þ. conduct and behaviour, and whilſt 
it procured us every comfort and bleſſing 
in this life, would recommend us alſo to 

oe: divine W 128 en. in 
Fed Wola che Bar dare roi 4 
port any notorious abſolute fal ſehood to 
promote his. intereſt and ſucceſs in the 
| world, were he conſcious at: the ſame 
time, that e e | 
to him? dave Jill 1 | 


Would the evil ſpeaker venture to 
aſperſe and calumniate his abſent friend, 
if he imagined that the Father of Truth 
were at that very moment before him? 


0 Would the ſpoiler, the ruffian, the 
murderer, ever dare to execute their 
bloody purpoſes; would they encourage 


them- 


en eee eee er, 
themſclveswith ehe deloſive hopes of con- gf. SERM. 
SO Pr OP... | 
on the darkneſs of the night to ſhelter 
and preſerve them; did they conſider, 
themſelves and tlieir actions as open to 
the eyes of that all- ſeeing God, with 
whom, as David ſays, the night is as 


clear as the day, and to whom the \darkneſs 
wy” are: his wu 6 1 . 141 
t oY Ws 5 r 


97 But ke ps As Nane and 
omniſcience of God, muſt, when  ſeri- 
ouſly reflected on, be the moſt afflicting 
terror which the bad man can feel; ſo 
doth it open to the good and religious 2 
in e SRER ee _ 


How great a POPPE 10 555 to 
the good and virtuous man, to reflect, 
that though he is aſperſed and calumni- 
ated by the eruel and malicious, there is 
a n and 9 judge, to whom 
18 he 
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| BEM. he may appeal for the uprightnef of his 
[ intention, andthe integrity of his heart; 
that there is an eye, beholding him, 
| which doth not ſee through the falſe 


glaſs of prejudice, nor the deccitful me- 
dium of fell. love 3-30 620 


better guide and director in it? He it 

about our bed; and who is ſo fit to 

watch over our flumbers, and guard 
our repoſe, as that Being, who himſelf 

| doth neither Number nor ſleep? He | 
Jpreth out] all aut ways and can we 
wiſh for a nobler protector than thut 
almighty, benevolent Power, who is 
always watchful for our ſafety, ſoli- 
citous for our welfare, and always auxi- 
ous for our . 5 


Let us PE PI imagine $M 
muſt be always may), that the Supreme 
Being 


Fu 


0 I Onnifeimet of Cl 157 
Being is ever preſent with us; to him, Brut 
therefore let us apply in every exigency ; wes. 


aſk his approbation and conſent to 
every word and every action, before we 
venture to ſpeak, or to act at all; when 
we riſe up to labour, and when we lie 
down to reſt, let us implore his aid, and 
ſolicit his. protection. 4 
Let us implore him to whom all 
hearts are open, all deſires known, and 
from whom no ſecrets. are hidden, to 
tleanſe the: thoughts of our hearts, by the 
inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, that we may 
ferfettly love him, and worthily magnify 
his holy name, through Chrift our Lord. 
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un tive ux R XII. 1 


e of the Le eat h Pharifes 
| . Which i is Hypoeri.. 10M 


\ U R Bleſſed Saviour, who came mesE RM. 
* 7 III. 


down, from heaven to reform and 9 
1 joſtrud mankind, ; and who never whilſt | 
J on earth omitted a any favourable oppor- 
 tupity of recommending virtue, and 
3 ſeverely rebuking | vice, having, as the 
ß Apoſtle i informs us in "1 the beginning of 


"oh verle, aſſembled together a very 


; large concourſe of people, who crowded 
7 fron all parts to ſee and hear bien, be- 


- N 


ius his addreſs to them in the words of 


STH1Q7 15 


. - text, Beware ye, fays he, of the lea: 


ven of the Phariſaer, which i Hip: 


N . 


2b Aa, Hypoeri. 
Ch SERM. The firſt vice againſt which he cautioned | 
—— them, was, that to which they were 
probably n, addicted, and which he 
had himſelf the greateſt abhorrence of; 
and as he ſpake at this time with autho- 
| rity, and as the nature and extent of his 
divine miſſion required, he makes no 
ſeruple of openly attacking thoſe who 
were moſt remarkably guilty of it, and 
with great propriety ſtyles it the /eaver 
of the Phariſees. The Phariſees were, 
notwithſtanding, a ſet of men at this 
time held in great eſteem and veneration 
by the multitude, whom they eaſily de- 
ceived by a more than ordinary appear- 
ance of ſanctity and devotion; they faſted 
often, made long prayers, gave alms 


plentifully, fithed even mint and cum- 
min; they dealt, in ſhort, much like our 
modern methodiſts, in works of ſupere- 

rogation, affected great auſterity, and 
| boaſted of more purity and integrity than 
+4 the 


an e, e 
the reſt of mankind; but at the ſameSERM, | 
time were deficient.in many of the im 
portant duties; they were pleaſed with 
the pomp and parade, the trappings and 
ornaments of religion, but neglected the 
weightier matters of the law, and were, 

in ſhort, after all their pretences, no bet - 
ter in reality, than downright hypocrites 


and impoſtors; men who had (as is too 
often the caſe) more wit than honeſty, 
more pride than merit, and more know- 


ledge than virtue. By their ſpecious 
behaviour they had, however, gained 
great influence and intereſt, and were 
generally employed in thoſe offices which 
required the greateſt talents and abilities, 
and on this very account our Saviour re- 
buked them with the greater freedom, 
| becauſe no doubt he thought them capa- 
ble of doing more injury to his cauſe 


than any other ſet of men whatever: 
and accordingly we find that whenever 
S 4 be 


44 Abo Hans. | 


; Am he ſpeaks of them, it is with afk 
| "os of indignation and bitterneſs of teproath 


"which he very ſeldom makes uſe or on 


Dat 944 


any other occaſion 3 he always * cen- 
| bote chem with that zeal which it be- 
came the God of truth, to expreſs againſt 
falſehood and deceit, and chaſfiſes them 
With that ſeverity Which they no oubt 
| highly deſerved. - And if we ſeriouſly re- 
fllect on what in the following diſcourſe I 
: propoſe more fully to confider—the fatal 
and deſtructive conſequences of this vice, 
| we ſhall not wonder either! at the warmth 
of his reſentment, the frequency of his 
admonitions concerning if, or the heavy 
| Judgments which he po often denoliiced 
| _ againſt i it. | 


WY to every ſober and ci 


min to be thorough fixed that uy 
aon was forbidden by God, were doubt. 


„ 


ſs ſufficient t to o deter bim from the com- 
miſſſon 


e Fry 205 


en het, to *hoſe* vyho ure k. 
D HorwithMdiiding ſo obſtinate and ſe . | 
” Uorte #28 to Continube in the” practice of 
this vice, it may not be amiſs to repre- 
| ſent to them the fatal conſequences of it, | 
as it affects'the various relations in which 
we ſtand totratds God, our neighbour 
And ourſelves, and to ſhew how perni- 
cCious and deſtructive they are in * 
to yu ons of them. | 


7 EYE firſt thes Hypocriſy is a-breach 
of our duty towards God, as it is a moſt 
daring and moſt inſolent eontempt of 7 
bim; it is no leſs indeed than to doubt 
his Godhead, and to diſpute his omni- 
| ſcience, aud this every hypocrite-is guilty 
ol.“ The Gu of Thad,” ſays he, hall 
wt \ſee it, netther ſhall the 'God of Jucob 


tui i hat z, he towhoniall heart 
are open ſhall not know mne; that eye 


which pierceth into every thing e, ſhall 


"as * 
of 4 
Tang 


es et opens. 


U. not 1 all. to diſceru my ſecrets. Can 
ns thing be more vile or impious, and 
at the ſame time more We and 

ah land it ce N l 


teas hi of the princizal ſources of incre- 
dulity in all ages, has been the hypocriſy 
of thoſe who have pretended to acknow- 
| edge the true faith. From hypocriſy, 
religion has ſuffered from the beginning 
of time, and muſt continue to ſuffer even 
to the end of it. Our Saviour himſelf was 
always contending with it; he met in- 
deed with little elſe than hypocriſy from 
thoſe who were about him, whilſt he 
lived, and died at laſt a ſacrifice to fraud 
and diſſimulation. Even his diſciples, 
Who had left all and followed him, we 
- are told, when he was in danger and 
tribulation, forſook him and fled; his fol- 
lowers were hypocrites, and deſerted bim: 
15:1 wit! Peter 


| en eh. rj "467" 
Peter was a Hpocriie and denied” him; ;SERM. 
. 188 a wege ee him. . 


* But let us, to dung the matter = 
* out ſelves, reflect a little on what I | 
| propoſed; ſecondly, To. conſider the evil 
conſequences | of this vice, in regard ward 
to our relations and connections Ne a 
another. 5 | 


Mutual ' truſt and confidence is the 
great bond of Society, without which it 
cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt; it is this on 
which both public and private happineſs 
muſt more immediately depend; from 
ſincerity, uprightneſs, and integrity muſt 
flow all the refined pleaſures and ſweeteſt 
endearments of life; this is the great 
corner ſtone on which we muſt build all 

our hopes, and when'it is once removed ; 

they will ſtand on a very weak and tot- 
tering foundation. The ſearch of truth 
15 
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_ is 8 wh ani a 
_S>—— lives, the, end of; all, qur worde and 
actions; the hypocrite therefore acts in 
direct oppoſition to God and nature, puts 
, ſtop, as far as in him lies, to the in- 
ll cereſt and happineſs of his fellow - ctea· 
Atures, enters into an alliance with Satan, 
and mme of * * 
mighty. | 


3 There. nothing which is, more diſ- 
1; guſtful to the open aud ingenuoug mind 
at its firſt entrance into, and commerce 
* ee e World, than that hypocriſy it 
meets with, and that difimulation, which 
it is.farced, as it were, to practiſe in com- 
ee Pliance with the modes and faſhions of 
the age. Cuſtom: has, indeed eſtabliſhed 
and given a kind of, ſanction to it ; but 
- there is ſomething in it, notwithſtanding, 
which greatly ſhocks the natural delicacy 


Wh of caſts and able nien auth By the 
1 — 


Ae, Ef-. 265 - 
fies or etatuple, and the infuence of SBRK- 
the multitude; it is brought indeed? at — 
laſt, but too ſoon to the praetiee of hat 
it at firſt abhorred; and hence itcariſes; 
thit in the eatlier part of life we meet 
with' an openvefs and ffeedom which 
never fails to recomtnend! itſelf to our 
eſtbem and approbation; but in the latter 
ſeaſon, ſcarce any thing but doubts and 
diffidence. Vouth i is gay, fearleſs, and 
honeſt; age ever wary and deſigning, 
too often hypoeritical: thoſe who know 
mankind” beſt; have been ofteneſt” de- 
ceived by them, and therefore repoſe the 
leſs truſt and confidence in others; this 
naturally looſens the ties of friendſhip, 
and the bonds of ſociety, and, artiobgſt 
many other circumſtances, perhaps tends 
in a great meaſure to make the winter 
of our days ſo gloomy and uncomforta- 
ble, as it is pong area to be. 


wii 


0 ein öfen. 
. Whilſt we trayel in a plain and ſmooth 
— tanks, without fear or apprehenſion of 
danger or treachery, the paths of life are 
_ agreeable and delightful ; but when we 
once come to be afraid, every ſlep we 
take, of falling into ſnares and pit-falls, 
there is very little pleafure in the jour- 
ney, and we begin to wiſh- ourſelves 
every hour nearer to the end of it. 


But ko ill conſequence ariſing 
from the practice of this vice, is, that it 
deprives virtue of that praiſe and eſteem 
amongſt men, which is ſo juſtly due to 
her, | OT 


Amongſt all the advantages which 
ariſe from a ſteady and uniform obedi- 
ence to che laws of God, and the prac- 
rice of religion, the tribute of eſteem and 
veneration which they are for the moſt | 
Part {ure to meet with even from the 
LS | moſt 


* 
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Aa Hypoerify. 


moſt vicious and abends, 4 is by no SERNL 
means the leaft confiderable ; and it is this 


which doth perhaps in a great meaſure 
induce the hypocrite to put on the ab- | 
fearance of piety and goodneſs, that he 
may acquire that reward which is ſo fre- 
quently beſtowed on the reality. The 
original has ſo ſtrong and ſo indiſputable 


a claim to our admiration, that even the 
moſt lame and imperfect copy of it, 
ſeldom fails of attracting our eſteem and 
veneration : thus wirtue is ſtripped of 
her inheritance, vice tricks herſelf out 
in her attire, puts in a. falſe title to the 


eſtate, and bereaves her of her patti- 
mony. Ges 


What altars of praiſe have been raiſed, | 
what divine honours have been paid, 
what incenſe has been offered up to falſe 
prophets, imaginary faints, and martyrs! 
What 2 frauds have been made uſe 

| of⸗ 


212. Againſt eh 


s of, to recommend and adgrn the changer 
ters of frantic viſionaries and enthuſiaſts 


debigning hypocrites and, impoſtors, in 
all. ages and nations, from the 1 4 
we the Men of Mabo hom wet! 8 | 


But N eyen when iter, 
always diſcredits virtue, becau ſe when | 
men have been often deceived, they 
grow ſcrupulous and cautious : bt becauſe a a 
falſe Eſau has impoſed upon us, we * 
gin like Iſaac even to ſuſpect the 
after we have ſuffered. for our. ary 
on, 6ne hand, we run into a” total unhe- 
lief on the other; and becauſe the ap- 
pearance of virtue betrayed us, we come 
at laſt to doubt the teality, and even the 
exiſtence af. it. Becauſe many e do evil, 
We are too apt 0 cry out with the pſal- 
miſt, there 7s none that doth good, no not 
oe Ir Was this which made the moſt 
virtuous of heathens ſays, in bis laſt mo⸗ 
de ments, 
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dwentsf that vittue wan nothing but a name; KRI -SBRM, 
 it-was-this-which|almoſt perſuaded the — 
good and patient Job! eo diſtruſt” the 
providenee of bis Oreator, and it was 
RE taifes ſach doubts * 5 | 


cauſed b b e cl eee that 


bat bee, Aa " "I, 1 Is 

ET Ig” OS 

"9 Syogqed 227d as! by HOI; 
When thoſe who have for a Tong time 


worn the Hiſguiſe of public ſpirit, are at 

lat detected; when the mean and mer- 

ceniry views by which they are actuated 5 

ate lad open; when their zeal is found 
to be ſolfeintereſt, and their affected 
patriotum d egenerates into avarice or 
ambitistr t does it hot greatly damp and 
diſcourage the friends of liberty, and 
almoſt extinguiſh that generous love of : 
theit couttry, "which is the natural in 
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mate every Hobie en A 
© Var. III. T 2 But 
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| 274 en Eb * 
W But hypocriſyi as it is thg mu hateful, | 
=— {6 is it ale the moſt' dangerous enemy 


» the pri ud happineſs of matikind: 
the ſerpent who-lycks unſeen add u- 


 fulpedted, b more dornidble than-the 


lion who roams through the e f 
gives us notice of his approach; ſome of 
thoſe evil affections to which we ars ſub · 
jected, babe a mixture of braver and 
| generoſity 1 in them, but hypocriſy is the 
vice of cowards. It is che plagus Which 
walketh, in darkneſs, and is afraid to 
walk at the noon day; it is the buſines 
pirates, whoſe ahn exoplaymene 
1 is to plunder, ang deſtroy, and who 
therefore, hang aut falſe. .colpurg,/ and 
pb the banners of friendſhip to en- 
tice choſe Veen they would devdur. 


ris 3 4 
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* Sych and f great are (amongſt, the 
: infinite number which might, be, men- 
tioned) ſome of the, fatal ee, 3 
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ee 
; ofthis vice · And if e 


vill be but common prudence in us * 93 


cnble, in the ſecond. place, what, the 
cmſequnce «ay; bg in regurd to out, 


ſelves bet beat and wighty advane 


tages will reſult from it 5-what thoſe. trea- 
ſures are; which hypocriſy. has to. beſtow 


in gecompenſe for that ! innocence. which 


we part with, and that integrity which 
we ſacrifice in the purſuit of it; a mine 


uo doubt of inexhauſtible riches ; a fans - 
ol falid and permanent; felicity. ,, Alas! 


ſo far from it, that all which 1 
can give vow is barely; 3 ekiactt 


4 


Very poor TY uncertain | hopes of 
ſhort, tranſitory enjoyment here, and a 
very diſmal and dreary proſpect of cer- 
ang e SANE 
VVV . An 5 
„ in 8 i conſe- 
Pays: from his fellow-creatures, it. 
1 | ＋ 2 ie ol 
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Wen 
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I ——é k _ cuq@ane ow, po < e 
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ür 1 hypoefite to conſider; i 
2 that he is- no longer ſafe thai / v huſtihe 


is coneenled; he is in 4 petpetuil dtute 
of enmity with iafkindy and therefore 
muff ex pet to meet tii perpetual oppo· 
firioh ? if the maſk ful off and diſcover 

mim, He nes ithwiediptely.intotheleweſt 
and tmoſt defpieable condition? ie (is 
Huglied at aud defpifed by all Bvery 
word hen utters will fröm that Hour be 
TuſpeRtedy and every action coudemned, 
eren truth WII Hot miect lwithletedit 
from his tips] nör Mttue. neee 
mend him to een 4 4 DVI AG? 


* ne 
happens, tor When the varnith bf ff 
mulatiot ig lad an Dy an awkvwatt hand, 
it a ſbon waſhed away; When the w- 
ting is rubbed off the ſepulchre, to make 
uſe of our Saviour's llußon, the cotten 
Bones . 
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e 1 
in am unnatural ſtate, and like thoſe of; wt 
nbally on deavouring to roſume their ori- 8 
ginat"eafe" and poſition, So thar ths 1 
hypocrite'a work is always beginning; 
his» houſe is bull upon the ſand, and is 

quickly wathed away; he walks, as Solo- 

mari fays; -as it ders en the baithiments f 
theeiy, and the leaſh falſe flep thtows him 
bead- long N to ruin and deſtruAion, 


-- # * ws of f , - — 
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Happy were it for the . if ; 
| tn ignominy and contempt which he i 
may chance to /incur- from his fellow wes 
creatures were his only puoiſhnieat but . 

thete/ is another judge-to whom he muſt 5 ; | 
give up his account; another and A . i3Y 
heavier Tentarice is reſerved for ng... 8 


N E 5 
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i .cher but oh halt ls 6b NY 
w— the Lord and Creator of thein both? 
There is nothing coverid "which" ſhall: nat. 
be revealed ; neither hid ib ſhall nit: be 
| inown : he tht ads thei, e 
fee?- and he that mau ibe "ear, ſhall be mt 
hear ? He is about our: path and about our 
bed, and ſpienb auf all aur ways. What 
then muſt the hypocrite expect, what 
muſt be the fate of theſe men? Doubt» 
leſs that they ſhall ſuddenly conſumes. | 
POW and come to a LY end. 

| ider wha ct 
2 time uk come 5 che ſecrets |; 
of all men ſhall be laid open, when - 
many of thoſe aQighs which have per · a 
baps ſo dazzlet, ' and aſtoniſhed us with 
ſpecious appearances of. grandeur, will 


be diſcovered to have ſprung from the 
meaneſt and moſt ſelfiſh motives : Hs 


Pa: muſt one day be viſited, Where 
4 4 ie. "0p 1 25 every 


. e _ 


| 8 0 in bes ande. 
W e e the hypocrite and — 
his hope muſt periſh; together. The 
time may come when he who has been 
eſteemed. und xeſpected for his goodneſs: 
and piety by weak and ſhortrſighted 
men. may be puniſhed for his wicked- 
neſs by the juſtice of an all: ſęeing God, 
when many perhaps of thoſe wha have 
been canonized for ſaints in this world, 
way inherit the portian of inner: in the 
other. 5 tr YI a N er 
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158 
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8 5 the 1 ; 
of this vice. is attended with ſuch fatal 
conſequences both to others and.to our- 
ſelyes; ſince its advantages are ſo few 
and fo uncertain, and ahe guilt of it o 
heinous and offenſive, what remains that 

can rar perſuade nn 
iu it : N 4258 tl BL, {74 AUST: 
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| 25 2 har beste dug s abet gs 
S< rupt world, and the bad example of a 
licentious-ags ? HepDei ie faſhipnuable, 

and therefore we purſue it q and fer e 

n u 4 we e 3 

| opti Oak of everyhuman vice ;, che 

world ide Were thing buy: 

nen el: i E een 4 at 
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1 eee ebe gusta 
dern times, has invented as gfeat 4 
variety of diſguyſes to hide the ſoul, as 
Fi of habits to cover and adern thebedy ; 
| the face is no longer the index of the 
mind, nor the tongue the interpreter of 
the heart; almoſt every feature is ſtudied, 
and every geſtureimarked- out; and de- 
termined, and diſſimulation 1816 um- 
verſal, that were it not for that artlefs 
ſimplicity which youth ſometimes pre- 
ſents do us, we ſhoyld/be almoſt inclined 
to 
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vs diſpute chat fuch a virtue is ſincerity ang 
were leſt amoogſt us) and be ready to u 


| ory out withy the holy" pfalmift, due we 
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We are | beſet with falſehood and 


— end een chat are * 


eee mh . to deflins plea- 
ſure and happineſs, and then miſerably 
deceive and betray us; Wha, like Satan, 
firſt fawn upon and cajole, and when 


they have us in, poſſoſſion, I 


royal; . 


4 — pleas von ewith 
thoſe men whom we have betrayed? WII 


it procure our pardon from that God 


vybom we have offended? Whilſt we are 

ſo proud of deceiving others, we are in 

reality, only OP ourſelves. Inſtead | 
2 „ 
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TOES erer of the crate Sig "we 


| — fondly imagine; we ard only cout Gin = 


a debt, that debt which we owe to truth 


and.yiftue, want God, who is tbeit 
faithful Reward, will not e 


to require at our hands.” 7 * 


ie HD rw...” een * e's 
Let us thei thake- of: the chains | 
that tyrant, cuſtom, and be 0 longer 
the ſlaves of paſſion and. prejudice; the 
road of truth and ſincęrity is ſmdoth and 
| eaſy, but the labyfinth of \falſehood"is- 
full of crooked and perplexingintiicacies; 
47 her-ways are not Ways of pleaſautneſs, 
nor can 0 ever W 8 e r . 
uk | 
2 us en dh Cod Aen. | 
cere towards us, and therefore we ſhould. | 
be 6 to him; chat it would be ingrati · ; | 
tude to deceive him if we could, and that 


it is the ON of folly en * 
when we Cannot, | 3 os 1367 e . 
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det Hope. 


ways ſtick to'trith-ind fncerty} the 
vote of nature miquires it at our bands, 


the God of nature demands it; it is un- | 
profitable to diſſemble, and therefore we 
ſhould neglect it; it is mean, and there- 


fie we. ſhould deſpiſe it 3 it — wicked 


and deſtructive ef our intereſt, and there- | 


„ we 3 im and deteſt it. Fre, 


* 
* . 


I cannot conclude chis nach better 
than by a caution againſt hypocriſy :— 
In all our connections with each other, 


be open, honeſt, and ingenuous, never 


appearing, or pretending to be what we 


are not ; never lie, Matter, or deceive . 
never profeſs friendſhips which we do 
not feel; boaſt of virtues which 1 we have 


not; deny or conceal thoſe vices and 
 frailties which we have. 
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Iain beware of the lub of He SEAM. 
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Conimunion hatk ever been confidered - 
28 à very important ürtiele of our re- 


Sious dury, and on Which our sterndd“ 
ſalvation doth geedtly depend, it carinot 
I think be too Vften, or tog Wertnlyre- 
commended ta all; and by all; and offie+ 

cially by: thoſe who are appointed bv Fa, 


their office and miniſtry to deliver God's 5 
holy word and commandments- As often 
therefore, and as fully gs it hhath been 

| ahreadyſpoken.to'by-men-of the greateſt 
piety, learning and abilities, it is no 

_ teſs my duty alſo, to exhort: you to the 


15 #4 Gon aten n 0 be gg . 
"qudnt participattm of "the" Holy , 


SER, practice of it. 1 propoſe therefore in the 
XIV. 
— - following difcoutſe. to lay before you, 


firſt, The zreatitfafainels and excellence 
of this divine inſtitution 3 and ſecondly, 
The obligations which we the under 

to comply \ with! 18. 0 da” 


A 
FE” 
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ee mee of ne 
that though the leaſt and adoſt trifling 
injuries dane to them ure very ſeldom, 
even long, after they baue been dose, 
either forgot or forgiven q benefits om the 
for the moſt part, quickly and eaſily | 


buried in oblivion. Our Savipir therts 
fore, who well knew that nature which 
be had aſſumedz after a life ſpant in the 
ſetvanta, like others when their maſter 

was gone ay from them; would Be. 
ER N an 
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. 
is” 


come every day more and more neglect-· SERM. 
ful of thoſe commandments eee 


had left behind him, yy in-a long 
tract of time, perhaps, utterly, forget 
every thing which he had done for them; 
to the end, therefore, that we ſhould 
always remember his exceeding great 
1 in hing and * for us; he in- 
ſtituted and ordained holy myſteries as 
pledges of his love, and for a continual 


remembrance of his death, to our great 
and endleſs comfort, as often as we eat 


this bread and drink of this cup, we do 


> a « + 
ſhew the Lord's death till he come; this 


do, Jays he, in remembrance of me. be 


tio 
> W 94 
% 


| The rgligion of Chriſt, none can ob- 


ject to, as loaded with poſitive inſtitu- 
tions. Surely his yoke. (if ſuch we may 
term it) is eaſy ; his burthen, if ſuch 
we will eſteem it, is extremely light. 
He might have ſaid, ye * da I afflict 

N 1 8 and 
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225 AN and torment Ads has your 3 
. 21 have faſted and prayed: go therefore, 
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my buſineſs was to go about doing 
good to you; if in heaven, I am now 
interceding for you, do not utterly for- 
get your benefaer do not * 0 | 
"DEF < „ N 


„„ ONT + 
. 
the' Sacrament." 


laſh and torment yourſelves, abſtain from 


| food aud nouriſhment, take no pleaſure, 


ſorrow, acquaint yourſelves with nothing 
| but grief, do #his in remembrance of me: 
but inſtead of this, he only impoſeth on 


us this light and eaſy labour; a taſk 


which even carries with it delight in 
the performance, and pleaſure. in the 
execution of it; do this only in remembrance 
1 me; now and then aſſemble your- 
” ſelves together, and partake of this feaſt 


of love which I have prepared for you: 


do this, as if he had faid to us, if I have 
deſerved any thing at your hands, if 
whilſt upon earth, my pleaſure and 


o _ 


29 


— yolr friend and mediator ; SERM- 


do not grudge a little time to converſe . 


with me; remember me, and I will not 
forget, will not leaye nor forſake you; 
forgive each other before you come to 
this table, and when you riſe from it go 
home with cheerfulneſs, EY be kind A. 
| * be obe another. g | 


A . 
* 


Ppt be may ſuppoſe him graciouſly 
condeſcending to reaſon with us; this is 
che utmoſt extent of his requeſt, and 
| ſhall we dare deny a compliance with it? 
This dv, ſays our Saviour, in remembrance 
of me. Amongſt all thoſe refined and 
delicate ſenſations which delight the 
generous and grateful mind, there is not 
one more productive of inward joy and 
fatisfaQion, than the pleaſing recollec- 
tion of thoſe benefits which have been 
conferred on us by our friends: with 
wary joy do we refle& on the gift, and 
Uz | on 


— 
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0 on FR giver, and with eee do. 
vo place before our eyes every minute 
circumſtance, every motion and Seile 
that accompanied it! what» then ſhould. 
be our. praiſe and. thankGiving;: What 
ſhould, be our joy and pleaſure in calling 
to mind in the holy ſacrament, the ama - 
ing beneficence, goodneſs, and conde : 
ſcenſion of our Divine Benefactor, whom 
in this folemn office we aſſemble to com- 
merorate ! Is all th; at we eyer received 
at the hands. of. aaa: to be compared 
with that love which he expreſſed, or 
with thoſe bleſſings which he beſlowed 
upon us? 


2 — — — 1 
——— — ——— . — u —— — — - 
— ——— — — .. ͤr—ↄV!t!: ˙“·ͥ—w p EE. LL ES _s 35 
6-4 
* 
- ju 
- 
by = 


But beſides the firſt and great deſign 
of the Holy Sacrament, namely, che 
commemoration of our Saviour's life, 
his ſufferings and death „which muſt fill 
every grateful heart with an adoration 


— — —ͤ——U—— —— — — — 2 —— N—U— 2 . —AB — 
* 
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of 1 . goodneſs, and. a veneration for 


his 


_—_ Ba ram 


dine inſtitution; and among others, 


this is my no means tlie leaſt, or moſt 


inconſiderable; ; namely, that if perform- 


ed as it ought to be performed, it muſt 
of neceſſity tend to ereate mutual har 


moby, love, and affection among men: 


we _ ee eee 8 and e 


3 ſocieties of men, "whoſe: vie 4 
and intereſts have been the ſame; "arid 


who have heartily united to ſerve and 


ſupport each other: the conditions W- e 


have required in every worthy communi- 


cant, are the previous laying aſide all 
ſtrife and envying, all jealouſies, qua- 
rels, and animoſities: F any man ſay 
he loves God and hateth his brother, he 


is a liar: And again, firft be reconciled 
4% thy brother, and "then come and er 


5 685 and doubtleſs neither our gifts 
93 l 


bis laws; there are alſo Ai bertef⸗ ad- 5805 
tegen doing to fai Hom this — 


1 b 
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$EBM. nor we. e hall be mne 
received at the altar, unleſs we firſt 
. batrod lonmuape havens, 
and fill them with love and ee 


The bleſſed ae Pears ſhould 
| Pl looked on by every worthy commu- 
nicant, as the bond of unity; the exten- 
| five. chain of love, which links us to 
our fellow Chriſtians, and which ſhould 
naturally remind us, of that general re- 
| lation which we. bear to each other, and 
which ſhould be conſtantly and ſteadily 
diſplaying itſelf in acts of mutual * 

charity, and ae, 


The Rubrick 8 to the order of 
adminiſtration of the Holy Sacrament, 
points out to us the exact duty both of 
prieſt and people in this particular; the 
miniſter is there, we ſee, inveſted with 
power to inquire into the character and 

N 1 beha- 


E-. 
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On ae Sacrament. n 


behaviour of all thoſe-who- would com-SERM. 
muniĩcate, and to exhort them, e 


have been guilty of any flagrant and 
conſpicuous crimes, to repent and amend | 
before they preſume: to eat of that bread, 


and drink of that cup: he is there em- 
powered alſo, to prevent thoſe between 
whom he perceiveth malice and hatred 
to reign, to be partakers of that holy 


communion: were he now to perform 


this pious office, to exert this power, it 
might perhaps prove beneficial to ſociety 
in general, and advantageous to every 
particular member of it; it might be a 
means of preventing all thoſe cruel di- 
viſions which ſeparate families, break 
friendſhip, and unlooſe the bonds of 
peace; it might promote private happi- 
neſs, by reconciling friends and brethren, 
and preſerve public tranquillity, by end- 
ing diſputes amicably, without tedious 
and? un profitable law-ſuits : fo true; and 


| * 
ä the —— ; 
BIT. focinecenaliablena it, that in all anti 

*. where true Chriſtian religion iseſtabliſh- 
ed, that aid and ſupport which is by the 
ſtate afforded to the church; is amply 
repaid by thoſe reciprocal benefits which 
accrue to it from that ſupport : fince the 

| beſt way to enſure obedience to human 
laws, is to enforce the divine. For 
were we punQually to perform the com- 
ps mandments of Gbd, the ordinances of 
men would be almoſt unneceſſary, and 
our huge large body of laws, which has 
ſwelled. to ſo enormou s a bulk, might 
then be reducedto a very narrow com- 
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With regard to the intrinſie excellency 
of this inſtitution, I ſhall here beg leave 
to obſerve, that it hath by a kind of in- | 


terfering providence, kept up and main- 
tained its dignity and ſolemnity 4 in ſpite 
of all oppoſition, and even in an age 
4 be when. 
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gion has eſcaped. the: ridicule of ſcoffers;: wo 
there i is ſomething, 0 which indeed we. 
ate indebted partly io the great reformers 
of our church, in the manner of the 
celebration of it, which, inſpires an awe 
and veneration even in the. moſt prolli- 
gate and abandoned: it has indeed been 
aid, W what that is falſe and i  impiow 


holy along that” Wat 3 5 
the table of the Lord, are hypoctites and 
diſſemblers, that they are equally baſe, 
corrupt, and uncharitable after, as they 
were before the performance of this 
duty; : but this ta an. aſſertion without 
proof, or foundation bor ſurely we may 
venture to afficm, and experience juſti- 
fies it, that ſuch as do frequently attend 
the holy commu nion, are very ſeldom 
convicted by the world of any flagrant 

crimes, are very ſeldom. men of bad 

11 3 
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when. ſcaree any other Py; our reli SERM. | 


#ERM. lives or characters. Weakneſfes and Im 
| mm pertottions we are all liable to; but that 
a man can'6ften receive the bleſſed ſacra- 
ment, repent” of any known ſins, and 
yet continue to commit thoſe ſins; 15 
conſcience every time reproaching Him 
As it muſt do for ſuch” behaviour, 1 is an 
inſtance of complicated; of continued 
. impiety, it is uncharitable to ſuppoſe 
any man capable of; and it is Withal 
moſt ridiculous and abfurd, becauſe n 
worldly views could influence him to 
act thus, as every man at this time, Ali 
in this nation, is left, perhaps too much 
ſo, at liberty in this point; and in an 
age wherein "piety is ſo little regarded 
or eſteemed, and the want of i it ſo little 
cenſured, the mere affectation of it could 
anſwer no end or purpoſe whatever. 
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But further, men from the vatious 
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mak, foreune, and profeſiony aro ehe- . 


ſome . of life which always keep 
them ſo: that is to ſay, the very high 
and very” low : and hence ariſes this 
misfortune, that the great are the proud 
and inſolent, the poor mean aud miſer- 
able; the former triumph and oppreſs, 
the latter fink and deſpair ; © the one 
think themſelves above divine notibe, 
the other look on themſelves as beneath 
it; extremes theſe, both equally dero- 
gatory to the ſ upreme power and good- 
neſs. 64 . Is 


| Here then is an inſtitution, which, 
like that great leveller we all muſt 
feel, throws down diſtinction; to this 


feaſt all are invited, high and low, rich 


and poor, one with another. There are 
indeed but too many of thoſe, whom 
fortune has placed in a ſuperior rank, 

| who 


© nals Men 


| $ERM. who. affect to deſpiſe it: thoſe whom 
XIV. 

— gratitude calls on to be moſt thankful 

for benefits received, are moſt forgetful 

of their benefactor: thoſe, whoſe exam 

ple, could moſt influence the reſt of the 

world, are too careleſs of their beha+ 

. viour; orif we do now and then ſee them 

at the holy table, it is becauſe they cans 

not avoid it; they are drawn by intereſt 

to a place where devotion could not 

carry them, and readily comply with 

human laws, though oe have een 

the divine. i 

It happens in this, as in that feaſt 

mentioned by our. Saviour, that the rich 

who are bidden, will not come; they 

have farms, they have wives, they have 

pleaſures, they have vices, they pray 

the Lord of the feaſt to have them ex- 

cuſed; whilſt from the ſtreets and lanes 

Ain Oro nt” an 7 £A#1- 246 of 


On the Sieriment) zor 


houſe is filled with 1 
CC rr 160508; 

This is indeed the Gly wb bs 
al men; of all orders, ranks and degrees, 
can be admitted together, where none 
none but innocence ean inſure our wel- 


come, and where all are ſure to meet 
with that reward which they deſerve. 
Let the conſideration therefore of the 


of che city come in the poor; jan hog 


uſe, the importance, the excelleney of | 


this injunction, induce us to refl&& ſeri» 
ouſly on what I purpoſed, ſecondly, tolay 
before you, the obligations which we lie 
under to perform it. And firſt then, This 
is the abſolute and poſitive command of 
our great Lord and Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt» 
whom we all pretend to acknowledge as 
our ſovereign, that general under whom 


we fight, and who hath therefore the 


undoubted right to rule over us: to re- 
PR : fuſe 


n — yy 
— — ——— — —— 


_ — -- 
I — — — . ——_ 


| 
| 
| 
. 
i 
' 
i 
| 
| 
| 
8 
= 


2 K „ 


infinitely more right to our obedience. 


is always ready to counſel, whoſe power 


-{ Ou the Sarrement 


| BEM. uſe to obey. his commands, is beide 
8 a lying in the face of him 
whom we have ſworn to ſerve; him 


who hath power to puniſh or reward us: 


eee ee eee | 


diſpoſitions; let us ſet-the precept in a 
milder light; let us conſider it as the 


laſt requeſt of a dying friend; who aſter 
a weariſome and wretched life ſpent in 


our ſervice; begs us but now and then 


to think of him, to call to mind his en- 
deavour to oblige us: but this image, 
as indeed all muſt be, is far beneath 


what it would repreſent, becauſe our 
bleſſed Saviour did more for us, for every 


one of u, than any one man could poſ- 
fibly do for another, and has therefore 


Can we forget a friend whoſe wiſdom 


I 95 | is 


eee 9 


ate to defend us? Can we ob 


forget a friend who lived but to ferve, ww | 


Who died but to redeem us; whoſe . 
| knowledge alone can make us happy 
here, and on whoſe interceſſion we muſt 
rely for eternal bliſs hereafter ? Shall we 
not then ſet apart a few hours to a grate- 
ful remembrance of that bounty to 
which we owe our whole lives? Can any 
table furniſh us with ſuch entertain- 
ment as the table of the Lord? Can any 
feaſt give us ſuch refined, and ſuch ex- 
quiſite delight? If to or three of us 
come together on this oceaſion, our 
Saviour will be in the midſt of us; he 
will preſide over the feaſt, he will receive 
his gueſts, he will promote every good 
thought in us, baniſh every evil one, 
enliven our charity, and make us worthy 


o 7 

viſitants. R 

” 

. K 8 * , - © , 
* 5 0 "4/8 5 1% is . 9 — 

. * 

i Te In 
* 1 l 4 - 4 - 
414 +40; WAS 1 M1 Pap 3 44); $44 4 4.43 0 


. In e purer ages of chriſtianity, the 
— ceuchariſt was always a daily part of the 
common prayer; they who. lived then 
never omitted an opportunity of partaking 

of it; and though I am far from think · 
ing it neceſſary to ſalvatiom, that we 
ſhould exaRtly follow them therein, yet . 
ſurely ſuch thbir zeal was infitutely pre- 
ferable to the colineſb wa inſenfbility 
of theſe,our. n eee e 1 - 


* * 
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e | MOTH 
What are the __ bebe e of 
this; it is perhaps very difficult to deter- 
mine: ſome I believe ate unwilling, 
ſome are afraid, ſome are aſhamed to 
5 enen the fooliſh man ſets light 
by it, the weak man dreads it, the 
wicked man prophanes it. By daily con- 
verſe with'*an idle, ſelfiſh, luxurious 


world, we contract ſuch a levity. and 
diſſipation of thought, that we cannot 


without great difficulty bring back our 
| wan⸗- 


oe See, zes 


ſelf examination required, is a diſagree- 
able work: nathing is ſo irkſome to an 
unjuſt ſteward,” as to be forced to look 
into, and give up, his accounts; he would 
fain put it off, and promiſe by and by to 
ſettle once for all; or perhaps he Gays, 
he knows his own weakneſs if he re- 


| wandefed thoughts to any thing ſo -E 
lemm and ſo ſerious; that, beſide che wa 


pents now, and communicates, he fears © * 


be ſhall fin again, and receive to himſelf 5 
greater damnation. Some again are of 

jealous, bad, and unforgiving ternpers , 
they would approach the holy table, 
they have been greatly injured, unjuſtly 
proviked, and W 5 cannot to readily 
n 6 


4 


| Men; in ſhort, never want excuſes 
. either for doing what they ought not 
do, or leaving undone” what they ought ; 

but-thoſe things which appear right in 
Vor, III. n our 


596. Qi 

our own eyes, may not do; {o in 8 
Cam of God., If be gives us the opportunity © 
of recouciling ourſelyes to him, and we 
will not accept of it, doubtleſs, as the 
Scripture expreſſes it, he cuil | repent bun 


eure toward s 


IH 


- 
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Galt Ry then all 3 fears 


i 


and frivolous encuſes, all malice and 


batred, all wicked and carnal deſires, 
repent ye truly of all your fins, and re- 
ſolve to lead a new life, following the 


we commandments of God, and Walking 


from henceforth i in his holy ways. Let 
us but make the reſolution, and God 
will ſtrengthen it: it is better to come 
imperfect and ſinful as we are to the altar, 
than not to come at all : God, we may 
reſt aſſured, will pardon our infirmities, | 
ap compaſſionate our weakneſs: let us 
give him our hearts, and he will clean 
and purify them. | If any of us then, wy" 

tb Eg © - A 


Sos. 3⁰ 


biethired, Hers dMiibled; are deſirous, as Ae 

many of you. F hope are, of receiving Bs 

the holy communion, let us, I beſeech 
vou, prepare and fit ourſelves for this „ 0 
ſolemn occaſion; for as God loveth the 

cheerful giver, ſo he will animate our ' 

lifeleſs faith, invigorate our lukewarm 8 
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2601 remove all our doubts, and ſtrengthen 

all our good reſolutions ; if we once N 1 | 
TD; wiping his table, he will then conſiders 
us as his gueſts, and will receive us 
with tenderneſs and affection; and if we 
behave ourſelves there with becoming 
zeal, piety, and devotion, will one day 
admit us to a nobler feaſt in the king- 
dom of heaven, where. all his faithful 
children and ſervants ſhall meet to Par- 


take of one bleſſed communioh, in a 
ſtate of uninterrupted Joy and [everlaſting 
happineſs. * . * 
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With the fame Ilias that ye. nen withal, 
A a eee 


MON GS T all thoſe blosse. 
attributes which conſpire to form was 


ouciactia) idea of the Supreme Being, 
there is not one which the mind of man 
adoration, than the divine juſtice; as 
it is that which doth eminently preſide 
over and direct the reſt,” and without 
which, omnipotence itſelf could only 
be pernicious, and omniſcience of no 
elfect; to be convinced of which, we 
need but turn our eyes on our on im- 

perfect nature, where we ſhall eaſily diſ- 
cover, that the ſmall ſhare of knowledge 
and n men have when they 
X 4 are 
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812 'On Mute. for Mee, 
SAKE are not under the, guidance of this nobler 
B S perfection, only ſtain and corrupt that 


character ——— meant to 
adorn. 9 LA vY 7 
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The dene 4 ita" of tlie A 

mighty, had of themſelves been ſuffi- 
a e cient to have made the univerſe, buttit | 
TS) 1 * muſt be his juſtice alone, which could 
8 NY ſo long ſuſtain and preſerve it, as it is 
| this which holds the due balance, pre- 
. ſides over the powers of mee and 
| © keeps together the various parts of the 
great ſtru@ure_ in their * en, 
n 5% ien Aa 
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900 And the ſame invariable rules, which 
the Creator hath himſelf obſerved, did 

he propoſe alſo to this creatures; he 
is juſt, and pure as he is pure; and the 
more effectually to perſuade. him to the 
125 44 * I 25 imi- 
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O Meaſure for Wire, 3 * 
| eee oe ene 


ua, eee 


hath ordered chat bis ba ppigeſs or miſery ww: 


ſhall totally depend upon it; he hath 
declared it as his fixed and unalterable 
decree; that as we” behave towards each 
other, he will act towards us; or, as it 
is expreſſed in my text, that with the fame - 
meaſure that we mete 1oithal, ma * 
Mee e e bus bt 


But 8 0 Jultiee: of God is WY 
mani though it is ſo eſſential to his 
nature, that it is impoſſible to diveſt him 
of it; it is notwithſtanding an attribute 
which from the unaccountable perverſe- 
fieſs' of human nature, even the good 
and pious have ſometimes been weak 
enough to diſtruſt, and the evil very 
frequently wicked enough to call in 
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— 84 


| | the 


a On Magfu ef Meſure 


r the Almighty donne hid Status 10 a 
des the path of the wanderer, to f 


the reſolutions of the doubtful, and turn 
the hearts of the diſobedient to the wiſ- 
dom of the juſt ; let ps endeavour, ab 
far as the light of reaſon can guide us 
in out inquiries, to defend the juſtice 
of God through ſome of its various ope« 
rations, and to convince the unbeliever 
that itis W mercy, _— 
out * his works. 


| And t his end # may not bi 
mee W N os l, 
Fil, "Inf . mannet, bros 1 
| degree the divine JUS. 1s exerted i in 
this life : 


4 


5 FA 1. © Ty 354 (ERS 
And ſecondly » What portion of it is 
| reſerved to fulfil the divine ar 
ment in that which is to come. 
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| i 1 
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a Ad rf then, with. regard to db 
meaſyre of the divine juſtice which id 2 


mb e eee 
hat- 5 N . IIA n t A 
e AFM . l 2. 5 „ AN 


ee men generally repine at : 
the unequal diſtribution of things, the 
good even here are the happieſt, and the 
evil the moſt miſerable, me in 
denn n its own reward. 


| 11 health, ad „ reputation, 
ul truſt, are pleaſures, they are plea- 
ſures which the good man is ſeldom a 
ſtranger to. Health is the true and 


genuine offspring of temperance, and 
tranquillity the inſeparable companion of 
| innocence: the. good man is always ho- 
nourgd, though not imitated, even by the 
moſt abandoned. Men will, in all their 
affairs, repoſe truſt and confidence in 

"OM . Zeputation i 1s — 


316 Ov Mayfrs for Meſs 
52875 and their behavibur upright. Wiſdom 
always repayeth her children. Lengib 
een "In og 
they, ſays eee that love -thy 
be; a peace which paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding; this peace which adds variety 
to wit, and grace to wiſdom; " that 
health of the ſoul which pours its en- 
livening influence over every faculty, 
heightens the bloom of youth, imparts 
cheerfulneſs to ſickneſs and anguiſh, and 
gives vigour, ſmiles, and activity, even to 
| age, WO and affliction. | 


But as virtue is ſaid, and in many 
caſes truly ſaid, to be its own reward, ſo 
is vice alſo in ſome meaſure its * own 


» A td. 
. 


| 

| | puniſhment. It is the character of Satan, 
who is the father of fin, that he is firſt 
1 the tempter and then the tormentor; 


and the features of his offspring bear 


cee ue, 37 


ö che ſtrongeſt reſemblance to him. Many 883M. 
of our faults and follies carry with them 
their immediate and unavoidable conſe- 
quences; they walk hand in hand, and 
the guilt-is no ſooner incurred, but it is 
ſucceeded by the reward. Thus, when 
intemperance walks forth to the banquet, 
ſickneſs ſeldom fails to attend her ſteps, 
and to adminiſter the wholeſome draught 
of. ſorrow and - repentance: when the 
haughty and ſelf-ſufficient man boaſts of 
bis imagined ſuperiority, he generally 
meets with contempt and averſion: 
whilſt the covetous man withholds his 4. 
mati from the poor, doth he not ſtarve | 
himſelf alſo ? and whilſt the angry and | 
revengeful endeavours as much as lies i in 
his power to deſtroy the peace and tran- 
quillity of others, does he not at the 
ſame time deſtroy his own ? 


But this manifeſtation of the. divine 
Wt: | I juſtice 


It ae Mi hr Mi 


. juſtice is bot, & Bens, ſuficient 16 lo 
— elamours of the diſcontenged, and 
repreſs the pride of the inſolent. The 
good (for ſo they bill themſelves): are 
grieved „en gage 
Such is their impatitiice and indigna- 
tion, that they will not wait to ſee the 
| end; becauſe the debt of the wicked is 
riot immediately demanded, they are too 
apt to conclude them utterly diſcharged 
of it; and becauſe the low 1 is ſuſpended 
for a time, they ſay it will never yay 1 
upon them; becauſe ſentence agaiuſt a” 
evil work is not executed ſpeedily, thee? 


fore the heart of the ſons of men is fully 
tet in thei to/46/evil; 4d yet M % 
as careful to obſerve' the judgrrients'6f 

God, as we generally are 1e Watch che 
faults of men, what frequent n 


ſhould we meet with to adore His imp 3 
tial Juſtice, and the execution of it! 
Have we never ſeen thoſs who were, in 
their 


O Meafure for Megfure, * 


| theiryouth, ungrateful to their patents, fun 
puniſhed themſelves by the diſobedience — 
of their children? Have we never ſeem = 
the plentiful-harveſt of fraud and rapine 
blaſted on a ſudden, and undeſerved 
affluence and ſucceſs, changed to penury 

and decay? Have we not ſometimes ſeen 
man ſunk into contempt, and the mag» * 
nificent ſtructures of the proud and 
haughty, drop down in a moment and 
moulder into ruin ? Can we not all of us 
call to mind diſcoveries of long-concealed 
guilt, ſuch as no human means could 
detect, and ſuch convictions of injured 
mnocence, as nothing but the inter- 
poſing hand of divine juſtice could ever 
eee „ . ict Lana . 
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A N | 
ge eiae be inclined t6 think 
a fem ſerious refleQtions on the judg- 


ments OR a wicked, even 
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1 vould be ſuffieient to alarm 


nud tertify thoſe who had no belief in 
another; but if the meaſures of divine 

| Juſtice, a8 it is exerted" here; hath no 
effect on the thoughtleſs · and diſobedient, 
let him reflect on what I propoſed" ſe- 
dondly to conſider, namely, what por- 
tion of it is reſerved to Fulbl thi: divine 
Ra baer r i n 


1 125 1 4s > 4555 
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The Sk diſtribution of things i in 
| 8 world, is doubtleſs a very ſtrong 
and powerful argument in favour of that 
which is to come: it is impoſſible that 
God, who is the fountain of perfection, 
ſhould leave any thing impertekt; im- 

perfect however muſt be his diſpenſation 
towards men, if that virtue which is 
here neglected, doth not meet with its 
reward, and that vice which 1s here ſuc- 
ceſeful, doth not inherit its deſerved 


puniſhment hereafter : but in this Point 
the 


111 
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that he will one day reward every man 
according to his works, and that wie 
| the: fame meaſure we mete withal, it 

ſhall be meaſured unto us again. How 
dreadful muſt be the apprehenſions off 
the ſinner, when he bears. this ſolemn, 
this tremendous ſentence pronounced 
againſt him! when at the laſt and great 
day, the book of life ſhall be produced, 
where, every action is marked down» 
and every ſyllable recorded; how dread- 
ful will his fituation be in that awful 
and tremendous hour, when all thoſe 
whom be had injured, or defrauded, 
| ſhall appear face to face, and bear wit- 
neſs againſt, him! With how. different 


an eye will the ſenſualiſt then behold 
3 of his luſt! With. what an . 


hail the: aro wilt 


the: holy Scriptures are ſufficiently: plain'S FRM. 
and explicit. God bath ther promiſed 
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922. On Meajare for Mogi,” 
sr his ambition! Flow will bpb 
a ſight' of choſs whom he hath 
| deceived and 'betrayed'! © and how will 

the evil ſpeaker dread the accuſing voice 

of thoſe whom He hath ealumniated ? 

ole ot gn; on De nn 
But let us turn our eyes from 4 ſcenie 
ſo dreudful towards its oppoſite, towards 
that conſolation which the divine juſtice 
will adminiſter to the good; an inen - 
hauſtible fountain of comfort and ſatis- 
faction to him in every ſtatzon and cir- 
curnſtance of life : whilſt God is juſt, the 
good man need not fink under his afflic- 
— becauſe he may ref” aſſured that 

ey will one day be removed; WHiIſt 
he is Juſt, he need not repine at the 
ſucceſs of the wicked, becauſe he may 
be certain that they will one day be 
puniſhed: here he hath always un ap- 
peat from rhe partial determimations of 
10 of 3 h ogy ee mor ace 
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human equity: here 1 hath an — 
to flee unto from wan human uy: __ 


oF 


h Sinn 
| — be ne i m 
public, without the veil of modeſty, 
which though it heightens her charms 
in wp ths bse. may rue 
mee from the ut th 


ELSE 


4 2 ade unh God [ouſt I 
depend all out hopes of happineſs, both 
here and hereafter ; if we would enjoy 
the benefits of this divine attribute, we 
muſt ourſelves aſpire to the imitation of 
it; if we hope to be bleſſed, as God is 
blefſed; we muſt a Se be is "WO. 

OT TRON” ral 
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Ia all our dealings RY with each 
other, we ſhould above every thing take 
cars to be ſtrictly and inflexibly juſt be- 
fore we ſuffer the will to give-its deciſive 

aid wy | Y 2 ON con- 


. Onda fir , , 
| SERM. coneluſion; we ſhould try and examine 
— ourſelves hy, the great rule of action, the 
| infallible ſtandard and criterion of doing ; 

as we would be done unto! Men for | 

| ue moſt part complain of the injuſtice | 
des others, and at the ſame time do not 
N recollect their own. God hath graciouſly, 
implanted in the breaſts of all, a natural 
juſtice, and a natural benevolence, and as 


— OR CT o_—— 


much as we murmur againſt the ingra- 
titude of mankind, it ſis not, perhaps 

after all, ſo often met he as it is 
complathed. of, oaths bogs 20 tt ui 


19 
9 
| g ets r 
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In the natural en it is worth Our; 
obſervation to remark, that like always: 
produceth like ; Wa ede plants, and 
flowers, partake of the ſame qualities, 
powers and perfections, as the roots and 
ſtocks from whence they ſpring ʒ and 
if we rife. trom vegetable to animal Jife,) 


we ſhall ſtill perceive the ſame; invatia- 
998 * | ble 
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dle ſimilitude; and every creature by 156d. 
form, its motion, and i its faculties, point 
ö ing out its N tick 775 


. 
2 


cf And 90 i it is in ON 2580 12000 aſs; | 

love will naturally produce love; . pity 

will beget compaſſion ; liberality is the 

child of beneficence ; knowledge the off - 

ſpring of wiſdom, and piety the parent 

of devotion; and on the other hand, 

from the ſeeds of hatred and animoſity, 

ſprings up a plentiful harveſt of diſcord -= 

and averſion; fraud is repaid by trea- 0 

chery, injuſtice by its oppreflion, and 

hardneſs of heart i is recompenſed by in- 1 

1 eee 152 of -: 

| Man et, Heſs; may be happy if 

he will; if we are kind and benevolent, 

and affactionate to others; they will. be 

ſo to us. There are very few. diſpoſi» 

tions 1 ſour and implacable, but a con= © 
83 ſtant 
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| EM tant endeavour to ſervs and oblige, will 
ſoften them into complacency.” God 
hath directed the ſtream of benevolence 
towards the various ties and connections 
of human life, on purpoſe to embelliſh 
it; | from his goodneſs ariſe all thoſe 
mutual charities, thoſe tender relations, 
thoſe bonds of natural affection which 
raiſe enjoyment into rapture, and ples- 
ſure into tranſport; all thoſe engaging 
| duties, the due Fan of Which, 
5 whilſt they make us happy here, recom- 
mend us at the ſame time to che dt ine 
favour hereafter. 81¹ Vi" ratk 1111 0 TIS) 
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In all our connections wad -with 
each other, let us be humane, charitable, 
and benevolent; - obliging if we expect to 
be obliged, forgiving if we expect to be 
forgiven. If the father expects duty 
and obedience' from his- children,” ' he 
muſt behave with | parental” tenderneſs 
Mga 8 and 


1 an 


to bis ſervants; if the huſband expects 
love, conſtancy, and affection from the 
partner of his bed, he muſt be faithful, 
tender, and affectionate towards her; if 
from qur neighbours, from thoſe who 
are in the fame ſphere of life with out- 
offices, we muſt on our part be always 


ready to return them; If from PAL COND. | 


panions and acquaintance, we expect 


cheerfulneſs, good humour and compla- 


cencyi We r en 


ier towards e 5 


2 \ — 
| v4 


fellowecreatures, ſo is it alſo ; in our re- 
lation towards our Creator; as we act to 
him, he will act to us, | 


@ & CP ny 26 


xod affection towards them ; if the maſter mz 
would, be ferved with care and fidelity, 
he mult be juſt, compaſſionate, aud kind 


"= laſt, 44 it is {th 3 to our 
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SERM.. If therefore we expect favour or EY 
e from "our Almighty Friend and 


Benefactor, we on gur part muſt be 
diligent obſervers of his word, grateful 


: acknowledgers of his bounty, ſincere 


and pious followers of his doctrine ] if 
we expect that our bleſſed Saviour and 
Redeemer ſhould intercede for us at the 
throne 'of grace, we muſt ſtudy his 
goſpel, embrace his holy faith; and 
practiſe his divine laws; 3 as he hath him- 
ſelf informed us, that whoſoever foal! 
be afbamed of him and of bj oath, of 
him. alſo ſhall the fon of man be aſhamed. 
when br" Grö in the glry of his father ; 

—for with tht ſame intafure that we mete 
e it Ska. 5 ee unto US Hin 
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| Pite 7 the words of Iglu, which 
fad: unto him, Before the Cock crow, thou 
ſhalt den me thrice: and be went out, and 


, en e 42 bis brag 
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ET is bel to aa TY any de- SER NI. 
- gree of attention, the account of out — 
Saviour's life and ſufferings, without 
being ſhocked at the inconſtancy and 
ingratitude of | his diſciples, ' who when 
be was ſurrounded by dangers, opprefled 
on every ſide, and. juſt on the point of 
being delivered up to his inveterate ene- 
mies, inſtead of aſſiſting and ſupporting 
him in the hour of terror and diſtreſs, 
forſook him and” fled; that thoſe who 
not long before had left all to follow 
fires 1 8 him, 


4 
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 SERM-him, thoſe who had been ele ae 
| 4 lers and fellow-ſufferers with hi im, 1 
thus tire at the end of. the journey, and 
totally deſert ſo good a maſter, was a 
melancholy inſtance bf" Rüman frailty. 
and irreſolution, that muſt greatly iſto 
| niſh us whenever . ck feriquſly reflect 
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But amongſt all theſe Ds arid 1 
Ane unproſitable ſervants, Petet ſeems! © 


3 have acted in a manner the moſt inex- 
cuſible eee bee ire 
b „at e e bee ante” 
69 cee of at: 
2 | tention, the manner in which Pett was | 


called to the miniſtry,” the extraordinary | 
truſt and confidence. placed in him by : 
his divine maſter, the affection hich he 
conſtantly expreſſed for him, we muſt | 
acknowledge that he was: in reality the ; 
laſt of our Lord's diſciples from iE 

| he 
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e bag biaczd Saviour was Gecadehed 


a nature, 
folbtlefs have left. the ſtroogeſt, | 


- 
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ing hin. Nous aõννανẽỹhhnt abi 
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When 


"oY ha” 


vu 1 cmveafeleftbd by 
bim, and balled forth from the number 


of his followers, to preach his goſpel to 
all nations, we fee the name of Simon, 
whom he-ſirnamed Peter; ſtanding fore | 
moſt in the uit parken Joſus' went vp 
into-the mountain to be tranzfigtred, he 
wig! aocompanied oaly-by Poter} "nd 
tho others, hof wee talen as Bekip- 
tere informs us, apaft by cthemſelves, an 
inſtance, nde doubt; of his parti L gfe” 
and affectid ti: for chem, whith: ſhould 
never haue f heen forgotten Peter 0 
probably at that titne hot inſenũ bie 167 
the obligations which he had received; 
and made, u may fuppoſe, the ſtrongeſt 
reſolut ions uf doing. very thing in his 
power to tefurn- them But ſuch is the 
weakneſs of the human lrart, that it iß 
never eo de itclied; or depended on there 
was a pride and inconſtancy, and a ti 
dity and proneneſs to evil in the temper 
as | | 2 85 and 


On Pri WW 
ind Aiſpoſitiah of Peter, which though sn“ | 
| he was himſelf a ſtranger to, . b— 
eſcape the all-ſeeing eye of his deine 
| Maſter: he had ſo high an opinion, ay/ | 
ve head in Sti Mark, of his own-4biliv 
ties / thut he even tod upon bim to teac 
and reprove his great inffrudtor : when 
our Sapibur taught his 'qoAtine opeiity;* 
peter took Him hd tebukked Vit 1; but 
he, "when 1 Rad ed abou i 
looked on his diſciples, in his turn; and 
with much more treaſon rebuked Peter, 
ſaying, Ger thee bebind „u, Sita, for had 
eue hot the things Hhat be of God, "hl 
the things That be of men 1.91161 t 102300! 
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only be equa lied by the juſtice add pro- ; 
'3 bis! 5 1201 1 — 
priety of it: ; = to whom all hearts we ere 


open, and all defies Known, was ng 
1 * Kneff 291814 
ſtrang _ to thoſe] = weakneſh es * 
SK 
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e ch. his difeip le was 
moſt 
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| SERM. moſt ſubject to : the reproof, it is obſerv⸗ 
able, at the ſame time that it condemned: 


his preſent behaviour, was prophetic alſo 
of his future conduct; the ſame cauſe 
was naturally productive of the ſame 
were of men. We are not; therefore ſo 

much ſurpriſed to find, that he rod 
rebuked his maſter for preaching openly» 


ſhould i int the end deny a and de r 
bas 211401 6 ni al zich Ain 0 BY 
So great a regard, notwithſtan: 4 
our bleſſed Saviour for this apoſtle, and 
% wed lame time vo. perfect a Know- 
edge of his nature and diſpoſition, that 
we find him on another occaſion ſe- 
verely 1 reprebending him for a vice, 
which | perhaps be. did not imagine him- 
ſelf guiley of. "When Peter ſaid unto. 
Jeſus, We have : bet all and followed i thee Ti 
Jos Furned to him ang. ſaid, “ Sir mon, 


mon, Sau has def cfired t to Jo The | 
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joſtant that Peter on to [boaſt of his FIT 
friengſhip,.,our Saviour ſeems, to have de 


buſpected the integrity of it: When once 
pride enters into the heart of mau, every 
virtue ſhriuks and diminiſhes at the ap- 
proach of it ; and the moment we begin 
to valve ourſelves on the performance of 
our duty, it ceaſes to be eme 
eee een ; Ten Ane ie '% 

The truth of dur . remark 
was but too exactly verified in the be- 
haviour of Peter; for when the day of 
trial came, this confident. and opinionated 
ſervant makes the ſtrongeſt profeſſions 
of friendſhip and attachment to his- in- 
nun, ſays he, ſhall, be gende becauſe of 
thee, yet will I never be offended. - Then 
Jeſus, who knew him much better than 
he did himſelf, replied; Verify, I ſay unto 
thee, that ibis might before "the cock. crow, 
thou: ſbalt deny n trie: and Peter ſaid 
Vor. III. 8 2 unto 


338 ö * a. 


d uno him, un ; 
5 een How faithfully 


he kept his word, and how religiouſly 
he fulfilled his promiſe we ate not now 
to learn; for when our bleſſed Saviour 
was given up to his enemies, betrayed, 
inſulted, buffeted; and ſpit on, this 
zealous defender was aſhamed even to be 
ſeen with him; he followed afar off, 
diſclaimed even the leaſt knowledge of, 
or acquaintance with him: A dame! 
came to him, ſaying, thou alſo *waſt with 
Feſus of Galilee; but he denied beſore 
them all, ſaying, J know ut evhat thor 
fayef : and when he was gone aut into 
the porch, another maid ſaw him, and 
| ſaidd unto them that were there, This fel- 
how was alfo with Jeſus of Nazareth; and 
again he denied with an oath," Ib 1. 
' yw the man,” How naturally, thougb 
impereeptibly, doth one vice produce ano 
ther! Peter, not content with having 
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body Seuled his maſter, now gäb per- "MES 
jury to fal ſehood, and to ſtrengthen bis — 


aſſertion, impiouſly ſwears that he knew - 
not the man; this, we cannot help ob- 
ſerving, is generally the conſequence of 
lying'; thoſe who habituate themſelves 

to the practice of one of theſe vices, ate 
2 very careful of avoiding the 
But, © behold! whilſt he was 
* execrations, the cock 


* 


n 0 Ne eee 
The voice of thunder ſounding in his 
ears, could not have ſtruck ſo forcibly 
on his imagination, as this little cireum- 
ſtance, which at once teminded him of 


his falſehood, upbraided his breach of 
promiſe, and ſet the whole of his baſe 


and inexcuſable conduct, full before 
him J he was detected, aſtoniſhed, abaſi- 


ad, and confounded, and he remem- 
bered the words of Jeſus, which ſaid 
8 22 unto 


< 
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| BBB unto lin, Bore the evi ity M hats 
5 day me tri: * went ou, — 
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bitterly...) 
Having thus traced the lineaments of 
Peter's charaQer, and illuſtrated the 
cauſes of his behaviour, permit me in 
the remainder of this diſcourſe, to make 
a few reflections naturally arifing from 
a view of (his conduct, which may per- 
haps be of ſome ſervice to, us wee | 
9 to our owhl. : 
| bn 790 d 
8 firſt 1 Ton the Var of 
8 we may learn that there is no de - 
pendauce t6 be placed on human friend - 
ſhips ; no reliance on human virtue; but 
that man is weak and unſtable in all his 
ways: There 1s no doubt but that Peter 
had contracted a real tenderneſs | and 
affection for our. "Saviour but it is 
equally indiſputable, that he had by no 


means 


means all that friendſhip and regard 


which he profeſſed to have, We are 


indeed, for the moſt part, ſuch flaves to 


our paſſions, that we ſeidom know to 


what degree we love or hate, till acci” 
dent and circumſtance give us the oppor- 
unity of proving it, and then we gene- 
rally, when perhaps it is too late, diſ- 
cover the weakneſs of our nature, and 
learn by experience what ſtrangers we 
are to our own hearts. When Peter ſaid 
he would go with our Saviour to priſon 
and to death, he very probably at that 
time intended ſo to do; when danger ig 
at a diſtance, it ſeems, like other objects, 
ſmaller and more inconſiderable than it 
really is, and is conſequently with the 
greater caſe ſet at defiance, but in pro» 
portion as it advances, is magnified and 
increaſed, When Jeſus . was. purſued, 
perſecuted, and betrayed, Peter began 
by a the conſequences of his attach- 

2 3 ment 


” "06 up! 
eh ment to him, and at the only time when 
—— his friendſhip for his maſter-could have 
been of any ſervice, he deſerted and de- 
| nied him: muſt we not therefore con- 
clude that man, as J before obſerved to 
vou, is weak and unſtable in all his 
ways; and nothing is ſo uncertain as 
| human: ner and human refolus 
then 2 | 70 w e 
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e made our Saviour ſuch 
ſolemn aſſurances; he little thought he 
| thould ſo ſoon and fo openly contradict 

them: and thus it is with regard to 
every vice and infirmity of human nas 

ture. We are d üs perkidpt; ar With 
time of our lives, guilty of follies, which | 
we did not think ourſelves capable of 
committing : we cannot therefore en- 
tertain too humble an opinion of our 
oven ſtrength, powers, and abilities; we 
cannot too carefully avdid temptations, 
| | 3 N N Or 


— 


or whilſt we ee too much . 
| teſt we fall. Rig 96 wit on 6 Beals 8 


1 


"or . En rom 'S $3”, of 
Peter, we may learn that confidence and 7 
ſelf-opinion | are ſeldom attendants n | 
real merit ; that extraordinary profeſſions 
of friendſhip are by no means the in- 
fallible marks of truth or ſincerity, but 
that onthe other hand, they ſhauld rather 
be conſidered as a. juſt cauſe of ſuſpicion, 
and the prophetic indications of future 5 
falſehood, . Thoſe who are really rich, | 
ſeldom boaſt of their riches ; and thoſe © 
who are truly virtuous, as ſeldom boaſt 
of their virtue: : we cannot therefore. be | 
too cautious of repoſing confidence ig | 
thoſe, whoſe more than ordinary zeal, - | 
and extravagant pretenſions, ſeem, « over 
atixious to obtain it. . 
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' SERM. fore, may. derbe to put us upon our guard 
Ws againſt a moſt pernicious dodtrine, which 


hath of late years been zealouſly propa- 


| _ gated amongſt us, by the abſurd enthu- 


ſiaſts of our age, —the doctrine of affür- 


ance. The methodiſts tell us, that when 


we are once entered into the number of 
the elect, when we are regenerate and 
born anew, Satan Hath' then no more 
power over us, 10 temptations can tlien 
overcome, no fins get the dominion over 
us: that we are then ſaſe from att the 


: tumultucus ſtorms of paſſioh, ald landed 


in the harbour of innocence and felieity; ; 
a doctrine equally deſtructive of, true re · 


Ugion with any of thoſe which are held 


by the church of Rome, as it muſt ine- 


| vitably tend to put men. entirely off their | 
guard, to encourage ſpiritual pride and. 


arrogance, and withal greatly to endan- | 
ger their everlaſting ſalvation. The reli- 
bes of C Chriſt can never coudtenanes or 


erben 
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Pry NA Pab cicevia." God beben 
initarit chat A ſtate of humanlty wanne 
; be a ſtate of perfection; but admoniſtes 
us if we ſtand ever ſo firmly to take heed, 
left we fall. Peter, It is to 'be hope ed 
"yy vill eg 7 had as 5 
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integrity, © 2s any of theik pretenders to 
incorruptible virtue, and yet, we ſee, all 
his reſolution failed, when he was called 
upon to exert it, and all his pompous 
profeſſions of inviolable attachment end- 
ed at laſt in the ſhameful deſertion of 
his friend” and benefactor. Who ſhall 
ever glory in his ſincerity, that rememe 
bers Peter's : ingratitude? or who, on the 
other hand, ſhall give himſelf oyer to a 
ſtate of reprobation or deſpair, that —— 
fo mind Peter 's repentance ? r 


Y Which naturally veil us to the 
TIS Rehe 
third and laſt remark, which will of 
S8 "1 
courſe 


346. 
ene ſuggeſt itſelf, to us on this occa· 


a N 


ſion, namely, that the only part of 
Peter's conduct worthy of our imitation, 
is doubtleſs his repentance, which we 


have reaſon to ſuppoſe was perfectly lin- ö 


cere. The tears which he ſhed, were 
tears of unfeigned ſorrow and contrition, 
of which his conduct after the death of | 
our Saviour was an indiſputable proof; 
we find him in the remainder of his life 

acting the part of a diligent and faithful 


ſervant; endeavouring to atone for his 


paſt failings, by the punctual and regu- 
lar diſcharge of his duty; tried like the 
reſt of our Lord's diſciples, by the bit- 
tereſt afflictions, but diſtinguiſbed by the 
interpoſition of divine power, which 
moſt miraculouſly delivered him from 


ſome of them, 


Let then, my. brethren, the —_ 


of Peter fink deeply. into our hearts: : let 


us 


anal guard againſt that pride und BRN RIG 
ſelf-fufficiency which betrayed him into 
| the ſhameful deſertion of bis great Lord 

and Maſter, Never let us permit a vaiu 

and deceitful world to have ſuch an in- : 
fluence over o our conduct, as to perſuade 
us to relinquiſn all our nobler attach- 
ments to religion and virtue Let us 
not, like Peter, neglect, deſpiſe, or deny | 
our divine Maſter, becauſe he is neglect- 
ed, deſpiſed; or denied by the reſt of the 
wchlen nee emo! as os 09 
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We have all of us, like Peter, made 
large and mighty promĩſes to our great 
Lord and Maſter; have promiſed to go 
with him to priſon, and to death, and 
though we die for him, not to deny 
him. Let us not, like Peter, when the 


day of trial comes, deſert and betray him: 
let neither our words nor our actions, 


a — that we know him not. 
But 


e. But if, after all, born with the Sid 


9 
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n veakneſſes and imperfections, atid liable 


to the ſame temptations as Peter Was, 
we have any of us, in any part bf our 
conduct and behaviour reſembled im if 
we have in ſpite of all our profeſſions in 
the general courſe of our lives, deſerted 
and denied him, let us at leaſt have the 
merit of 1 imitating him in his repentancę 
alſo; let us go out, and weep bitterly. 
There is yet time, whilſt we have life, 
to atone, in ſome meaſure, for our paſt 
conduct, by a hearty and ſincere con- 
3xitjon ta reroncile gqurſelvez to che diyine 
favour, If the temainder of our life is 
entirely devoted to his. intereſt 8 con- | 
ſeerated to his ſervice, he may graciouſly 
forgive our offences, pardon our weak- 
neſs, and paſs. over gur preſumption; 
though we have hitherto been uugrater 
ful and unprofitable ſeryants, neglecting 


bis Font, denying his power, and 
- dif= 
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diſputing his authority, he may, not- 51 
withſtanding, on our ſincere contrition v——. 
and amendment, take us once more 
under his protection, employ us in the 
execution of his divine commandments, 
and if we behave ſoberly, diligently, and 
faithfully, may yet reward our aſſiduity, 
and in the laſt and great day, ſalute us 
with 8 
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. with me in Paradiſe. | 


Ni tr ROE d » 1 
„HERE is not perhaps in es f. 
Whole affecting narrative of — 
Wen Saviour's ſufferings, as related by 
the holy Evangeliſts, a circumſtance 
more ſtriking or extraordinary than that 
which is now before us; that a'licentious 
and abandoned profligate, condemned 
for a crime'the moſt atrocious, one wo, 
as he was to die the death, had moſt 
probably lived the life of the untighteous; 
that he ſhauld become ſo ſuddenly and 


ſo unexpectedly the object of divine 

merey, and obtain a gracious promiſe 

from his Redeemer, not only of pardon, 
. but 


—Uh— — — —— — - - 


g M. but of immediate reward, 
— be the Tubject T3 out "adadiha 


| ex aſia drawn from. it, according to 
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aſtoniſhment; the, fac. notwithſtanding, 
however ſurpriſing it may appear to us, 
is indiſputable, nor hathvindeet the truth 
of .it, unleſs by thoſe who deny the 
S goſpel of Chriſt, been ever called 
in queſtion. Yay different indeed have 
bern the inferences. made, and the 


3% 


ratious prejudices, paſſions and opinions 

of men. I ſhall not waſte your time and 
attention by collecting and laying before 
you the various interpretations of dif- 
ferent commentators. with which theſe 
| Words have been perplexed; but (which 
will doubtleſs be a fur more uſeful con- 
| fderation) take notice of the very im · 
proper uſe which habitual ſinuers have 
made of this paſſage, and the many idle 
and frivolous excuſes too * e 
nher 20 Tort enn for 
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It. is indeed aſtoniſhing ;to reflect h] 
many wicked ang impenitept ſinners fly 
tor, thelter ta this faxed aſylum ; bow 
Many, are mulled by, this extragrdoary 

inſtance of a ſudden converſign, to ima: 
ging, that an their faults and folles 2 
by; mg Weg gepfl. f. een ufd the 
gilt of. ſuch. a criminal, their repen- 
tance. and coutrition, however late, and 
however imperfect, muſt conſequently 
_ bagttonded rith.the ras ſucceſs : hey 
are even tog often preſumptuouy enough 

to. ſugpgſe . that as the malefactor an the 
Sb Rogen, Psp ef 1Y- 


tyl taſk af repentance. and fefermation. 
rhat che ſame Gegteg of favour and in- 
dulgence may be granted en ba the 
laſt period of their exiſtence. · 
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geiyed, into Pgradiſe, without the pain - 


h, Bot GEG ue may have proved 
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Sin ſome degree a" matter (however 


groundleſs and unreaſonable)” of mo- 
mentary conſ6latiori to che profiigate/ind | 
abandoned, who Hive no other reed to 
catch at in their deſperate ſitudtion, 
never could it afford any rational hope to 
the ſober and ſeribus' Chiiſtian, vectb(: 
there ire” matly” and molt important 
peculiatities in tue caſe before us, which 
cannot, by any ſophiſtry or mode off 
Kale we applied to any other. * 
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And here, the firſt thing which; with 
reſpect to a general compariſon, will na | 
turally ſuggeſt irfelf to bur imagination, 
is, chat the penitent mentioned” in my 
text, to whom the gracious "ptomiſe of 
pardon and reward was given, did. did, we 
may ſuppoſe, embrace the faith oF Chtiff, 
as ſoon' as ſufficient means of conviction 


vere ll beſve him." -It has been the 
BY. ® | opinion 


0. . Tf ne, 


opinign indeed. of many 3 riters 0h 
on this ſubject, that this unhappy. gri- 


\minal know, nothing, of our bleſſed, 86 
viour, but what he might have collected 
from common report, and conſequently 


had no better opinion of him than the 


unbelieving Jews, than his eruel per- 


SERM, 
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ſecytars and oppreſſore, wha:confidered 


him, no doubt, as an hypoerite and im- 


 Poſtors, and if fo he did, the more pow» - 
— erful muſt haus ha, his faith, | and/che + 


more exalted his virtue, inve, in that N 


overpoming all bis Prejudices, in ace. 
knowledging that wiſdom, which he had 


contemned. and adoring, that Saviour a 
whom he. had been taught to laugh at 
and  deride ;. and our Redeemer, might 
| with reaſon. have. ſaid unto him, as he 
did unto he Centurion, 4. have nat found | 


Ie great faith, wo, not in Hal. His heart | 
preſſion 


we ſee was Open to the firſt 
« * fo far, therefore, 
e as 28925 
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e e ni dives: che: Lords and, 


great diſpenſer of bleſſiugs aſter. death: N 
ſo noble and ſo bald a confidence at ſuch 
2 parieds could-not-pertaps be equalled. = 
Tmeantes bir: ae cee cw ancagſtal.. 
lt mut. indeed, on the ather hand, be 
acknowledged as a moſt extraordinary 
event, that a public malefactot, con · 
demned probably for ſome. atrociaus 

crime, 10 4 ſhameful and ignominious 
. puniſhment,: ſhould chus be pardoned, ; 
. aud-zewarded by, the promiſe of eternal 

happineſs, This will Jundoubtedly ap- 
pear, onthe firſt tranſient, view of it, aa 
event little to be expected; and yet who 
can ſay what extraordinary circum- 
ſtances, to us utterly unknown, might 
have recommended him to the diviue 
favour? He might haye been poſſeſſad 
of qualities and virtues, ſuffiqjegt, in the 
eee een ne for © 
YO £38755 A | alt 


E giutt of. a future and better life, as the en 
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— for aught we know to the contraryy have 
| run A Mavens deed 
rr 
ho have paid with'itheir lives, fbr 
E — 
ted. Such we know was the powel of 
— nite, ard the preju - 
dice of mifguided zeal, that the great 
Saviour of mankind was nailed to the 
was — — | 
che eee begebe 

OR TTL. Apes 011 uur I ; 1 - 
his, my brethren, may ſerve ab n 
inſtructive leſſon to us, never too rigidly 
too cenſure even thoſe whom the ls 
have * mned, never to conſider ag 2 
n n WY the ee 
1 who 


deſerted ind abholt ef . 
—— 


— 3 6 
þ rn 4 


eee 


ings ave been” 6. 


Ie 642 He betonen Wo 
Le teri Fee 64; : ; jour 10 thathief | 
JOY be this "0M 
CN ha — 
7 — ee 57 
dagegen hal, — egen er —y 
ward alſo. This, ng. 
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ſincere penitent, who N pi ; this® 
1 — for his paſt offences 
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me us to remember, that: there is u 
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ä mercy 
e ein the hopes of the repenting 
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God's gruce, and him ho wil fully 
relilts them z between bim who obeys 


the fiſt wall, and hirn who has vonti- 


nvually oppoſed all the motions and ſoli · 


citation of God's holy Mpirit. 
art % adh een ene e 
Well eue e be fbr thoſe who lay 
16 uncemmmon und ſo d do vawerthinuble: a 
ſtreſs vn This w_—_ aud \extFaordinary 


doſtancb, eeuld they protiuce as uncoin- 


mon und mdffputable evidence of their 
dation vf lis candutt. with regard to 
5 & 1 and convictiot. The thief 
Fcroſs icknowledget our bleſſed 
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— When Wafer ay Ney elfe 
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Treten aner ignomifsous Nate," 
even His bon Afſeiphes had forſook 
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tefüſe to oi bit, even in Mis teſt 
bum p hüt ftate, and ting at the'right ® 
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Tet ds Mot then, ty brittle; fo 

Parti tb virrſedves, from our Siviobr's 
cbuduct in this" purtieufar, when oür 
eircumſtatlecs are not dle Hattie,” moſt = 
Unresſonabky tb er pact Me lune indut- 
genict : Un one ſide of bur bleſfed Ne- "= 
deewer, We beheld u fiigt, on the ohr 5 
a reprobate; Why mould not Viiethore- 1 
fore be as ſtrong an argument to warn us 

"of dhe dinger, as the viter is gendrally = 
made ufs of to äelode us intb a fatal = 
ſecurity ? The Vlaſptetious ung imnpeni- | | 
aſk behayiour of the one, is 25 Manifeſt | 
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A 2 fn of God's dereliGion, a he prayers 
| — — and acknonledgments of the other can 
 poflibly be of converſſon and acceptance. 
God's grace, he has expreſaly told us, 
hall be increaſed to thoſe who 4 improve, 
and withdraun from thoſe, who abuſe 
i; and thoſe; who have impiouſiy re- 
jected the means of ſalvation, ho enter 
upon the great taſk of reformation, at 
2 time, whey: they are totally unable to 
perform it: this is doubtleſs nothing leſs 
than to deſpiſe the riches of God's grace, 
not conſidering, as we ought, that his 
. goodneſs, inſitgd of treaſyring up to us 
- wrath againſt the day of wrath, ſhould 
lead us. to a godly ſorrow: fbr our. . 
E N 
. „. Se e, n | 
oi wha alle then, if andayy whilſt 
| Itis called to day, we do the work. of it. 
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dunn thavioFequiredof us, we wer then f | 
| recs ſon ebe from a review | 
example mow before red . 
from day t day, and from year to year 2 
it everyiadded period of life but brings 
long with itaconfirmation in evil habits, 
and uw Indiferercs vith regard to the 
our = and Dur our condem< 
Fecher n 
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The preſent ſolemn ſeaſon ſeomis te 
demand of us a more than ordinary at- 
tention to every religious duty, when 
we are called upon, as i it were, to attend 
our divine Maſter to the croſs, to lament 
his ſufferings, and to partake them with 
bait hifi n „ U * V 


. ” . * 5 
» mee” | 
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| i" .to..awake out o ous . 
Caſt off the works of darkneſs; ani put 
5 upon us the armour of light e the danger 
and difficulty of a death-bed repentance, 

we all gr and know, bug ale test ef 

. | our lives w muſt all-he-ſtrangers to; 
we cannot depend, either on the power 1 ; 

or the will n undertake this gfeat bnd 

neceſſary work; neither can we, after 
compenſe, ſo unequal a ſatisfaction; will 
ever be accepted; the utmoſt that we 
can flatter ousſelves with the hope of, 
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be will have mercy, and to our Gad, and be 
<7 will abundantly pardon. TT ME i ni T 2 
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- _ That repetitance, which the thief on SERM. 
the ea icerely felt, may we ourſelves — 
immaiately experience; that full and 
implicit faith which he had in our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, may we immediately, em- 
brace; thoſe intentions of future piety 
; and goodgeſs which he could only fm 
« may wy ire't a 3 
diſe, * od the. Jotur tion of our 
Lord's gracidus prociiſe, he yndoubt- 
deadly obtair bh may we all al; nhis good 
time live to inherit, through the merits 
and mediation of our bleſſed Lord and 
Redeemer. 
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